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The pra^ical ufes of female knowledge*-^ 
A comparative view ofbothfexes. 

• 1 HE chief end to be pr opofed in cuiti* 
vadng the underftandings of women, is 
lo qualify them for the pfa&ical purpofes 
of life. Their knowledge is not often 
like the learning of men, to be rq>roduced 
in fome literary compoiition, nor ever 
in any learned profeffion; but it is to 
come out in condud. A lady ftudies, 
not that flie may qualify herfelf to become 
vo:^. II. B an 
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an orator or a pleader ; not that (he may 
learn to debate, but to a£i:. She is to 
read the beft books, not fo much to enable 
her to talk o( them, as to btmg the 
improvement Ihe derives from them to 
the reftification of her principles, and 
the formation of her habits. The great 
ufcs of ftudy are to enable her to regu- 
late her own mind, and to be ufeful to 
others. 
To woman therefore, whatever be her 

« 

tank, I would recommend a predominance 
of thofe mdr6 fober ftiidies, which, not 
having difplay for their objcft, jnay make 
her wife without vanity, happy without 
witnci&t, and contint without pane^- 
rifts } the exercife of whicii will Adt bring 
^debiky, bitf improve ufefulneife* Shd 
fliouB purfiie every kind of i^udy which 
iriU teach' her to elicit trqth ) whieh will 
lead her to be intent ypofi reaKties ; will 
give precUioti to her ideas ; will ttiake an 
•jdnCt mhvd J every ftudy which, infteadof 

ftimulst^ her ftiifibifiey, Vrffl chaftife it; 

wMch 



N)(rhich vnH give het definite hodons ; wiU 
bring the imagination iindir dolnimon^ 
tvill lead her to thmk, to comptire^ to 
tothbine, to methodife t which will confer 
fuch a power of difcrimination that hte 
judgment Ihall learn to rejeft what is 
dazzling if it be not folid j and to prefer, 
not what is ftriking, or bright, or new, 
but what is juft. Every kind of know- 
ledge which is rather fitted for home 
confumption than foreign exportation, i$ 
peculiarly adapted to womai. 

It is becaufe the fuperficial mode of 
their education fornifhes them with a falft 
and low fiandard of intelledual excellence, 
that women have fometimes become ridi^ 
culous by the imfounded pretenfions o£ 
literary vanity : for it is not the reaUjr 
learned but the fmatter«rs, whcr havB 
geiierally brought their fex into difcrediCy 
by an abfurd affedadon, which haa fei 
them on defpifing the duties of ordinaiy 
life. There have not indeed been waatiiq^ 
(but ii^e chara^ is not ^jmom) pn^ 
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eteufes ridUuksy who, afluming a fuperiority 
to the fober cares which ought to occupy 
their fex, claim a lofty and fupercilious 
exemption from the dull and plodding 
drudgeries 

Of this dim fpeck called earth ! 

' -Who have affefted to eftablifh an unnatural 
fepatation between talents and ufefulnefs, 
inftead of bearing in mind that talents are 
the great appointed inftruments of ufeful- 
nefs ; who aft as if knowledge were to 
confer on woman a kind of fantaftic 
fovereignty, which fhoutd exonerate her 
from female duties; whereas it is only 
meant the more eminently to qualify her 
for the performance of them. For a 
woman of real fenfe will never forget, 
that while the greater part of her appro- 
priate duties are fuch as the mod mode- 
rately gifted may fulfil with credit, (for 
Providence never makes that to be very 
difficult, which is generally neceffary,) yet 
the moft highly endowed are equally 

bound 
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bound to perform them ; and the huniblelt 
of thefe offices, performed on Chriftian 
principles, are wholefome for the minds 
even of the mofl: enlightened, and tend to 
the cafting down of thofe high imaginations 
which women of genius are too much 
tempted to indulge^ 

For inftance ; ladies whofe natural 
vanity has been aggravated by a falfe 
education, may look down on acohomy 
as a vulgar attainment, unworthy of the 
attention of an highly cultivated intellefl: ; 
but this is the falf6 eftimate of a fhallow 
mind. (Economy, fuch as a woman 
of, fortune is called on to praftife, is not 
merely the petty detail of fmali daily 
expences, the fhabby curtailments and 
ftinted parfimony of a little mind operat- 
ing on little concerns j but it is the exer- 
cife of a found judgment exerted in 
the comprehenfive outline of order, of 
arrangement, of diftribution ; of regula- 
tions by which alone well : goviemed fo* 
pieties, gr^t and fmall, fubfift. . She who 
^ - B 3 .has 
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has the b^ regulftted imnd will^ &thi^ 
tUngs bdng eqiml, (lave the befl r^giVr 
bted family. Aa in the fup^rint^iadei^^ 
of the umv^rfir, i^ifdom ia {§m in U^ 
efii^ ; 9iid ai; in the vifible worka of 
Providence, that which goes on with fuch 
beautiful regularity is the refi^lt not 
of i^Mtce but ^ 4^riga } fp ths^t manage- 
ment whiek fp^rs^ |he mQft eafy is cpph 
nguDnly the conf^iieng§ of thp bfift con*, 
carted pliRi A found ofconomy is ^ 

ff^und w^^rft wtilng )>T<Higl>t intp adion j 

it i$ calculation reftBfed ; it is th? dpftrine 
of pn^orti©!! mJuc^d tp prafticej it 

is foref(?eing wofequeqce^ and gm^rding 
againft them ; it is e^pe^ting contingencies; 
^d being prepwed for them. The differ- 
ence is that to a narrow mind?d vulgaf^ 
faeconomift the d^aili are continually 
px^fent ; ike is overwhelmed by their 
weight, and is perpetually l)efpeaking your 
pity for her labours and your praife for 
her eser^on^ : fiie ia a&aid you will not 
ice hQw much fbfi is hara&d» Little 

iPvents^ 
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events, and trivl&l operations engrofs her 
yAicla foul j wbile a woman of fenfe, hav« 
ing provided for their provable recurrence, 
l^ards againft the inconveniences, without 
bdng difconcerted by the cafual obftnif^- 
ions which they offer to her gen^at 
feherne* 

Superior talents however arc not to 
eommon, as, by their* frequency, to offer 
much difturbance to the general coiirfe of 
human afiairs; and many a lady who 
tacitly accufes herfelf of neglecting her 
on&idry duties becaufe fhe is a g^itu^ 
will perhaps be found often to accufe her^ 
felf as mijufliy as good St. Jerome, when 
be laments that he was beaten by the 
Angei fdr being too Ciceronian in hi$ ilyle^. 
. £hit the truth is, womttn who are ft^ 
puSed up with the cpncdt of talents as to 
n^te^ the plaia. duties of life, will not be 
£>and to b« wotoeti of the beil al^ties^ 
^d here may the author be allowed the 

* Sec Dr* Owf n, 

. 34 gratifi- 
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gratification of obferving, that thofe 
women of real genius and extenfive know- 
ledgCj^ whofe friendfhip have conferred 
honour and happinefs oa her own life, 
have been in gep^al eminent for ceconomy, 
and the praftice. of domeftic virtues* . 

A romantic girl with an a£fedation 
of fentiment, which her itill more ignorant 
friends miftake for genius, (for in the 
empire of the blind the one-eyed are 
)dngs,) andpofleiling fomethingof a natural 
ear, has pex;haps in her childhood exhaufte4 
all the images of grief, and love, and 
fancy, picked up in her defiiltory poetical 
reading in an elegy on a fick liimet or a 
dead lap-dog ; ihe begins thenceforward 
to be confidered as a prodigy in her littte 
jpircle ; furrounded with flatterers, ihe has 
no opportunity, of getting to know that 
her fame is derived not from her powers, 
but her pofition ; and that when an im* 
partial critic fhall have made all the 
neceflary deductions, fuch as that — ^fhe i$ 
a neighbour, that fhe is a relation, tha( 

ihe 
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flie is a female, that fhe is young, that (he 
has had no advantages, that fhe is pretty 
perhaps — ^when her verfes come to be 
dripped of all their extraneous append- 
ages, and the fair author is driven off her 
^vantage-ground of partiality, fex, and 
fsLvour, fhe will commonly fink to the 
level of ordinary capacities ; while thofe 
quieter women, who have meekly fat 
down in the humbler fhades of profe and 
prudence, by a patient perfeverance in 
rational fludies, rife afterwards much 
higher in the fcale of intelle£l, and acquire 
a ftock of found knowledge for far better 
purpofes. And, though it may feem 
a contradidion, yet it will generally be 
found true, that girls who take to fcribbling 
are the leaft Audious. They early acquire 
a falfe confidence tn their own unafHfted 
powers; it becomes more gratifying to 
their natural vanity to be always pouring 
out their minds on paper, than to be 
pouring into them frefh ideas from richer 
fources* 

' C They 
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: They pant for the unmerited praife of 
fJMficy and of genius, while they difdain the 
commendation of judgment, knowledge, 
and perfeverance, which is within theii;* 
Teach. To extort admiration they are 
accuftomed to boafl of an impoSble rapi« 
dity of compofing ; and while they in« 
finuate how little time their performances 
coil them, they intend you ibonld in&p 
how perfe^ they might have made them 
had they condefccnded to the drudgery of 
application* Butinftead of extolling theie 
«5uAons for their facility, k would be 
Jj^ind in their friends to bkme diem for 
fbeir cruden^fs ; and v^ben the young 
pretenders are eager to prove in how ihort 
a time fuch a poem has been {buck off} 
It would be wdl to. regret that they had 
m>t eithez taken a Mngor time, or forborne 
frpm writing at all ; as in the former cafe 
the work would have been leis defedive, 
and in the latter the writer would have 
difcovered more humility and felf-dif^ 
truft* 

A general 



A general capacity for knowledge, and 
the cultivation of the un4erftanding at 
large, vnH always put a woman Into the 
beft flate for diredling her purfuits into 
thofe particular channels which her defttm 
ation in life may afterwards require, Bui 
ihe ftould be carefully inftrufted that her 
talents are only a means to a flill higher 
attainisient, and that (he is not to reft 
in them a's an end j that merely to exercife 
them as inftruments for the acquifltion of 
fam^ and the promoting of pleafure, is 
fubverfiye of her delicacy as a woman, 
and contrary to the fplrit of a Chriftian. 

Study, therefore, is to be confidered as 
the means of ftrengthening the mind, and 
of fitting it for higher duties, juft as exer- 
cife is to be confidered as an inftrument 
for ftrengthening the body for the fame 
fXid. And the valetudinarian who is 
religious in the obfervalice of his daily 
rides to promote his health, and refts 
in that as an end, without fo much as in- 
tending to make his improved health 

an 
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an inftrumentof increafed ufefulnefs, a£l6 on 
the fame low and felfifli principle with her 
who reads merely for pleafure and for feme, 
without any defign of deveting the more 
invigorated mind to the glory of the 
Giver. 

But there is one human cbnfideratioh 
which would perhaps more eflfedually tend 
to damp in an afpiring woman the ardours 
of literary vanity (I fpeak not of real 
genius) than any which flie will derive 
from motives of humility, or propriety, or 
religion ; which is, that in the judgment 
paffed on her performances, fhe will have 
to encounter the mortifying circumftance 
of having her fex always taken into ac- 
count, and her higheft exertions will 
probably be received with the qualified 
approbation, that it is really extraordinary 
for a woman. Men of learning, who are 
naturally apt to cftimate works in pro- 
portion as they appear to be the refult of 
art, ftudy, and inftitution, are apt to con- 
sider even the hj^pier' performances of th^ 

other 
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6ther fex as the fpontaneous produQions 
of a fruitful but fhallow foil ; and to give 
them the fame fort of praife which we 
beftow on certain fallads, which often 
draw from us a fort of wondering com^ 
mendation; not indeed as being worth 
much in themfelves, but becaufe by the 
lightnefs of the earth, and a happy knack 
of the gardener, thefe indifferent crefles 
fpring up in a night, and therefore one 
is ready to wonder they are no worfe. 

As to men of fenfe they need be the 
lefs inimical to the improvement of the 
other fex, as they themfelves will be fure 
to be gainers by it ; the enlargement of 
the female underitanding being the mod: 
Ukely means to put an end to thofe petty 
cavils and contentions for equality which 
female fmatterers fo anxioufly maintain* 
I fay fmatterers, for between the firfl clafs 
of both fexes the queftion is much more 
rarely • agitated ; co-operation and not 
competition is indeed the clear principle 
we wifh to fee reciprocally adopted by 

thoJe 
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thofe higher minds whicfa really zppioxU 
mate the neareft to each other. The 
more a woman's underilanding is im<- 
proved, the more obvioufly flie will difceni 
that there can be no happinefs in any 
fociety where thete is a. perpetual ftruggle 
for power j and the more her judgment is 
rectified, the more accurate views will Q:kt 
take of the (tatibn ihe was born to fill^ 
and the more readily will (be accommodate 
herfelf to it ; while the moft vulgar and 
ilUnformed women are ever mod inclined 
to be tyrants^ and thofe always ftruggk 
moft vehemently for power, who would not 
fail to make the worft ufe of it when 
attained. Thus the we&keft reafoneri are 
always the moft pofitive in debate; and 
the caufe is obvious, fof tbey are unavoid- 
ably driven to msuntain their pretenfion^ 
by violence who want arguments and 
reafons to prove that they are in the 
right. 
There is this fmgulsur difference between 

a woman vain of her wit^ sknd a Womaa 

vain 



Tain of her beauty , that the beauty "while 
file is auutioufly alive to her own fame^ is 
often indiferent enough about the beauty 
of othet women j and provided (he herfelf 
is fure of your admiration^ (he, doe^ not 
infift on your thinking that there i& ano- 
ther handfome woman in the world : while 
ftie who is vain of her genius, more liberal 
at leaft in her vanity, is jealous for the 
honour of her whole fex, and contends for 
the equality of their pretenfions, in which 
fbe feels that her own are involved. The 
beauty vindicates her own rights, the wit 
the rights of women ; the beauty fights 
for herfelf, the wit for a party ; and while 
the more moderate beauty 

would but be Q^een for life^ 

the wit ftruggles to abrogate the Salique 
law of intelleft, and to enthrone 

a whole fex of Queens. 

At the revival of letters in the fixteehth 
and the following century, the controverfy 

about 
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about this equality was agitated with mcirc 
warmth than wifdom ; and the prdcefil 
was inftituted and carried on, on the part 
of the female complainant, with an acri* 
raony which always raifes a fufpicion of the 
juftice of any caufe. The novelty of that 
knowledge which was then burfling out 
from the dawn of a long night, kindled all 
the ardours of the female mindy and the 
ladies fought zealoufly for a portion of that 
renown which the reputation of learning 
was beginning to beftow. Befides their . 
own pens, they had for their advocates all 
thofe needy authors who had any thing to 
hope from their power, their riches, or 
their influence ; and fo giddy did fome of 
thefe literary ladies become by the adula- 
tion of their numerous panegyrifts, that 
through thefe repeated draughts of in- 
ebriating praife, they grew to defpife the 
equality for which they had before con- 
tended, as a flate below their merit and 
unworthy of their acceptance. They now 
fcoraed to litigate for what they ahready 

thought* 
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thought they fo obvioufly pofleffed, and 
nothing Ihort of the palm of fuperiority 
Was at length tbnfidered as adequate to 
their growing dainis. When court-ladies 
and princefles were the candidates, they 
tould Jibt loiig want champions to fupport 
their caufcj by thefe champions female 
authorities were produced as if paramount 
to fadls; quotations from thefe femak 
authors were confidered as proofs, and 
their point-blank affertions ftood for 
folid reafons. tn thofe parafites who 
offered this homage to fenule genius, the 
hbhidgte was therefore the effed neither of 
truth, ndr of juftice, nbr of. convidUon, 
It arofe jathet out of gratitude, x>r- k Was a 
leciprocation of flattery ; it was vanity^ 
it Was often diftrefs, which prompted the 
praife j it Was the want of: a patronefk. 
When a lady^ and efpecially as it then 
often happened, when one who was noble 
of royal fat with gratifying docility df: 
the foot of a profeflbr's chair ; when (he 
admired the philofopher, or took upon 
vox-. II. c her 
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her to proteft the theologian whom hh 
rivals among his own fcx were tearing to 
pieces, what coUki the grateful profeffor 
or theologian d6 lefs in return than make 
the apotheofis of her who had had the 
penetration to difccrn his merit and the 
fpirit to reward it ? Thus in faft it was 
not fo much her vs^ii^y as his own that he 
^BS often flattering, though flie was the 
jdupe of her more deep and deiigning 
panegyrift. 

c But it is a little unlucky for the: perpe- 
tuity of that feme which the encomfcift had 
made over to his patronefs, in the never- 
dying records of his ver&s and orations, 
.that in the xivolution of a century or two 
the very names ;of the flattered are How 
almbft as littie:kii0wn as the works of the 
iiatterers. Their memorial is perijhed with 
ihem^z an inftruftive kflcai, ;that whq- 
'^dverbeftows, or afiumes a reputation dif- 
.prqsbrtidned tb the merit of the claimaDit, 

.' • Sec Biwtomc, Perc le Moine, Monf. TtKmuis, &c. 

1 c will 
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Will find it asr iitde durable as foHd. For . 
this literary warfare which engaged fuch 
troops of the fecond-hand authors of the 
age in quellion in fuch continual (kirmifhes, 
and not a few pitched battles ; which pro* 
Voked fo much rancour, fo many volumes, 
and fo little wit ; fo much vanity and fd 
much flattery, produced no ufeful or lading 
effeft. TTiofe who promifed themfelves 
that their names would outlive ** one half 
" of roiind eternity," did not reach the 
end of the century in which the boaft was 
made ; and thofe -who offered the incenfe, 
and thofe who greedily fhuffed up its 
fiimesi are buried in the fame blank 
oblivion ! 

But when the temple of Janus fcemed to 
have been clofed, or at worfl the peace was 
only occafionally broken* by a flight and 
random fhot from the hand of fome fingle 
flraggler j it appears that though open re- 
bellion had ceafed, yet the female claim 
had not been renounced ; it had only (if 
we may change the metaphor) lain in 

c 2 abeyance. 
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abeyance. The conteft has recently bcea 
revived with added fury, and with multi- 
plied exadtions ; for whereas the ancient 
demand was merely a kind of imaginary 
prerogative, . a fpeculative importance, a 
mere titular right, a fhadowy claim to 
a few unreal acres of Pamaffian territory j 
the revived contentioa has taken a more 
lerious turn, and brings forward political 
as well as intellectual pretenfions: and 
among the innovations of this innovating 
period, the impofing term of rights has 
been produced to fanfUfy the claim of our 
female pretenders, with a view not only to 
rekindle in the minds of women a pre- 
iumptuous vanity diflionourable to their 
fex, but produced with a view to excite in 
their hearts an impious difcontent with the 
poll which God has afligned them in this 
world. 

But they little underftand the true in- 
terefts of woman who would lift her from 
the duties of her allotted fbtion, to fill 
with fantaftic dignity a loftier but lefs 

appropriate 
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appropriate niche. Nor do they under- 
iland her true happinefs, who feek to 
annihilate diftinftions from which (he de- 
rives advantages, and to attempt innova- 
tions which would depreciate her real 
value. Each fex has its proper excellencies, 
which would be loft were they melted 
down into the common eharafter by the 
fufion of the new philofophy. Why 
fhould we do away diftinftions which in- 
creafe the mutual benefits and fatisfaftions 
of life ? Whence, but by carefully pre- 
ferving the original marks of difference 
ftamped by the hand of the Creator, \<rouId 
be derived the fuperior advantage of mixed 
fociety ? Have men no need to have their 
rough angles filed off, and their harfh- 
nefles and afperities fmoothed and poliflied 
by aflimilating with beings of more foft- 
nefs and refinement ? Are the ideas of 
women naturally fo very judicious, are 
their principles fo invincibly firm^ arp 
jheir views fo perfe<5lly correft, are their 
judgments fo completely exaft, that there 

9 3 is 



C2 COMPARATIVE VIEW 

IS occafion for no additional weight, no 
fuperadded ftrength, no increafed clear- 
nefs, none of that enlargement of mindf 
none of that additional invigoration which 
may be derived from the aids of the 
ftronger fex ? What identity could ad- 
vantageonfly fuperfede an enlivening and 
interefting variety of character ? Is it not 
then more wife as well as more honourable 
to move content^ly in the plain path 
which Providence has obvioufly marked 
out to the fex, and in which cuftom has 
for the moft part rationally confirmed 
them, rather than to ftray awkwardly^ 
unbecomingly, and unfuccefsfuUy, in a 
forbidden road ? to be the lawful pof- 
feffors of a leffer domeftic territory, rather 
than the turbulent ufurpers of a wider 
foreign empire? to be good originals, 
rather than had imitators ? to be the beft 
thing of one^s own kind, rather than an 
inferior thing even if it were of an higher 
kind? to be excellent women rather 
than inldifferent men ? 

h 
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Is the author then undervaluing her 
t)wn fex ?~No. It is her zeal for their 
true interejls which leads her to oppofe 
their imaginary rights. It is het regard 
for their happinefs which makes her 
endeavour to cure them of a feverifli thirft 
for fkme. A little Chriftian humility i% 
worth all the wild metaphyfical difcuilion 
which has unfettled the peace of vain 
women, and forfeited the refpeft of reafon- 
able men. And the moft elaborate de- 
finition of her ideal rights, and the moft 
hardy meafures for attaining them, are 
of lefs value in the eyes of an amiable 
woman, than *' that meek and quiet 
^^ fpirit, which is in the fight of God of 
" great price.*' 

Natural propenfities beft mark the 
defignations of Providence as to their 
application. The fin was not more clearly 
beftowed on the fi(h that he fhould fwim, 
nor the wing given to the bird that he 
(hould fly, than fuperior flirength of body 
and a firmer texture of mind given to 

e 4 man, 
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man, that he might prefide in the deep 
and daring fcenes of aftion and of council j 
in government, in arms, in fcience, in 
commerce, and in thofe prpfipffipns which 
demaqd a higher reach, and a wider range 
of powers. The true value of woman 
is not diminiQied by the imputation of 
inferiority in thefe refpefts ; ihe has other 
requifites better adapted to anfwer the 
purppfes of her being, by " Hi^ who doesr 
** all things well.'* 

Let her pot then yiew with envy thq 
keen fatyrift, hunting vi^e through all the 
doublings ^nd windings pf the heart; 
the fagacious politician leading fenates> 
and dire^ing the fate pf empires ; the 
acute lawyer detefting the pbliquities of 
fraud ; and the Ikilful dramatift^ exppiing 
the pretenfiong of folly 2 but let her ambi* 
tlon b^ gopfqled by refle^ing,.th^t thofe: 
who thus e^^cel ; to all that Nature beftows 
and book$ qan teach, muft add befides, 
that confummate knowledge of the world 
tp whic|i a delicate woman has no fair. 

avenues^ 
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Avenues, and which could ihe attain -{he 
would never be fuppofed to have come 
honeftly by. 

. In almofl; all that comes under the de- 
fcription of polite letters, in all that cap- 
tivates by imagery, or warm»s by juft and 
affefting fentiment, women are excellent. 
They poffefs in a high degree that delicacy 
and quicknefs of perception, and that nice 
difcemment between the beautiful and dc^ 
feftive, which comes under the denomina* 
tion of tafte. Both in compofition and 
adion they excel in details ; but they do 
not fo much generalize their ideas as men^ 
nor do their minds feize a great fubjed 
with fo large a grafp. They are acute ob- 
fervers, and accurate judges of life and 
manners, as far as their own fphere of ob- 
fervation extends ; but they defcribe a 
fmaller circle. A woman fees the world, 
as it were, from a little elevation in her 
own garden, whence fhe takes an exad 
furvey of home fcenes, but takes not in 
that wider range of diflftnt profpeflts, which 
lie wI|o (lands on a loftier eminence com- 

mands« 
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mandi. Women often feel what is juft 
more mftantaneofly tl]an they can define iu 
They have an intuitive penetration into 
chara^er, beftowed on them by Provi- 
dence, tike the fenfitive and tender organs 
of fome timid animals, as a kind of natural 
guard, to warn of the approach of danger 
foemgs who are often called to zGt defen- 
fively. 

lu fumming up the evidence, if I may 
fo fpeak, of the different powers of the 
iexes, one may venture, perhaps, to affert, 
that women have equal paris^ but are in- 
ieiior hi wboknefs of mind in the integral 
underftanding : that though a fuperior 
woman may poffefs iingle faculties in 
equal perfeftion, yet there is commonly a 
jufter proportion in the mind of a fuperior 
man : that if women have in an equal de- 
gree the faculty of fancy which creates 
images, and the faculty of memory which 
colleds and ftores ideas, they feem hot to 
poiTefs in an equal meafure the faculty of 
comparing, combiniAg, analy fmg, and fepa- 
jating thefe ideas j that deep and patient 

thinking 
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thiaking which goes to the bottom of a 
fubjed J nor that power of arrangemem 
which knows how to link a thoufand con- 
fecutive ideas in one dependent train, with- 
out lofmg fight of the original idea out of 
^ which the reft grow, and on which they all 
hang. The female too in her intelleftual 
purfuits is turned afide by her charadleriftic 
taftes and feelings. Woman in the career 
of genius, is the Ataianta, who will rilk 
lofing the race by running put of her road 
to pick up the golden apple ; while her 
male competitor, without, perhaps, poffeff. 
ing greater natural ftrength or fwiftnefs, 
will more certainly attain his objeft, by 
being lefs expofed to the feduftions of ex- 
traneous beauty, and will wm the race by 
defpifing the bait*. 

* What indifpofes crcn re^fonable women to coiv^ 
cede in thefe points is, that the wcakelt man ia- 
flantly lays hold on the conceflion ; and, on the mere 
ground of fex, plumes hJmfelf on his own individual 
fuperiority ; inferring, that the fillieft man is fupcrior 
IQ the firft-rate womaA. ' 

Here 
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Here it may be juftly enough retorted, 
that, as It h allowed the education of 
women is fo defeftive, the alleged inferi- 
ority of their minds may be accounted for 
en that ground more juftly^ than by afcrlb-^ 
iag it to their natural make. And, indeed, 
tha^e is fo much truth in the remark, that 
tEI women fhall be more reafonably edu- 
cated, and tiU the native growth of thdv 
mind fhall ceafe to bie ftinte;d and cramped ^ 
we have no jufter ground for pranouncing 
that their underftanding has already reachr 
ed its irigheft attainable perfedion, than 
the Chinefc would have, fqr affirming that, 
their women have attained ta the greateft 
jjoflible perfection in, walking, while the 
firft care is, during their infancy, to crip- 
ple their feet : or rather, till the female fex 
are more carefully inftrufted, this queftion 
win always remain as undecided as to the 
degree of diflference between the under- 
ftandings of men and women, as the quef- 
tion between the underftandings of blacks 
and whites ; for until Aiiicans and Eurp^ 

peans 
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l^eans are put nearer on a par in the asita^ 
vation of their minds, the ihades <»f ^liftinc- 
tion between their native powers can iieirer 
be fairly afcertained. Thus, though in 
what rdates to the adual difference of 
mind in the fexes, the dtftinfl^ion itfelf 
feems cletrly marked by the defimng finger 
of the Creator, yet of the degree of Aat 
native difference a jufl: eftimate can never, 
be farmed till the underftandings of wo- 
men are made the mod of; till, by jQiffer- 
ing their jntelledual powers to take ^^ 
lead of the fenfitive iri their educadon, 
their mindf ihall be allowed to r^each lo 
that meafure of perfe£tio^ of which they 
are re^y fufceptible, ^d. which that 
Makeif upended they fhould attain* And 
when wa fee (and who will deny that wc 
lee it frequently ?) fo' many women noWj ' 
rifmg from under all the preflute of. a di£- 
ad^wi^geous education and . a defe&ive 
fyftem of fopiety^ and exlubiting the mofk 
unambiguous marks of a vigorous under- 
ftandings a corred judgment, and a fterling 
pdety, it reminds one of thofe Ihijiing lights 

which 
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which hate now and then bufft out 
through all the ** darknefs vifible'* of the 
Romxlh church, have difincumbered them- 
fidhres from the gloom of igndraince and 
the fetters of prejudice, and rifcn fiq)erior 
to all the errors of a corrupt theology. 
- But whatever charafteriftical diftinftions 
may exift ; , whatever inferiority may be 
attached to woman from the flighted frame 
of her body, the morfe circumfcrlbdd pow-^ 
ers of her mind, from a left fyftematic edu- 
oition, and from the fubordinatg ftatibn 
fbe is called to fill in life j thei*e laf one 
great and kading eircuniftance which raiies 
her inq)ortan<!e,'and even ^abliffilefs her 
cquaKty. Ohrifiiknity has exalted woman 
to true and tmdifputed dignity; in Chrift 
Jeftis, as there is neither ^* rich-nor poor," 
*^ bond nor frefe," fa there is iieither " male 
^^ nor female."* In tfie view tX i hat immor- 
tality, whidi 1^ bifeught to light by the 
gofpel, fhe has no foperior. Women (to 
borrow the idea ©f an excdleht prelate) 
n^e up one half of the hinnan race ; 
cqxially with men redeemed by the blood 
. . of 
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of Chrift. In this their true (fignity con- 
fifts ; here thdr beft preten^on^ reft, here 
dmr Mgbesfl: claims are aIIo\p^ 

All difputes then for pre^emineiuie be- 
tween the {exes, have ohiy for their obfeft 
the precedence of a few flior t years, thd 
attention of whkh would be better devoted 
to the dnties of life and the intereCb <^ 
eternity. 

And as the final hope of the female fex 
is equal, Jo are their prefent means, per-^ 
haps, mord favourable, a^d their opportu-^ 
nities, ofben, Ie& dbftni^ed thaa thofe of 
the other &&. la tbeir Chnftitn coiu^ 
teonien have every fupeiior advantage^ 
whether we consider the natural make df 
their minds, their leifure for acquiiition m 
youths or their fubfeqiiently left expofed 
mode of life. Their hearts are naturaMy 
ibft and flexible, open to impreffions df 
love and gratitude ^ their feelings tender 
iind lively : all thefe are favoarable to tliMi 
cukivation of a devotional fpirit. Yet 
while we remind them of th^ benefits they 

derive 
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dsriYC from this frame of mind, they wilf 
do well to be on their guard left this very 
fcftnefs and ductility do not lay them morer 
open to temptation. 

They have in the native conftitution of 
their minds^ as well as from the relative 
fituations they are called to fill, a certain 
&n{e of attachment and dependence, which 
is peculiarly favourable to religion. They 
feel^ perhaps, more intimately the want of 
2 ftrength which is not their own* Chrift- 
ianity brings that; fuperinduced ftrength j 
it comes in sud of their confdbus weaknefsy 
and oflFers the only true counterpoife to it^ 
^ Woman jbe thou healed of thy infirmity/* 
is^ftill the heart-cheering language of a gra^ 
cious Saviour. 

Women alfo bring to the ftudy of Chrift^ 
ianity fewer of thofe prejudices which 
perfons of the other fex too often contra^ 
eatly^ Men, from their claffical education^ 
acquire a ftrong partiality for the manners 
of Pagan antiquity, and the documents of 
Pagan philofophy j this, together with the 

impure 
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(mg^?^ ^^ caught from the loofe defcripr 
tions qf their pqets, and the licentious 
Iwguage even pf their hillorians, (in whom 
me reafonably look for more gravity,) often 
Weakens the good impreifions of youn^ 
meq, and at Ieai)i confufes their ideas of 
piety, by mixing them with fo much hete* 
rogeneous matter* 'JTieir very fpirits are 
imbued all the week with the impure fol* 
lies of a depraved mythology ; and it is 
well if even on Sundays they get to hear of 
the *' true Cod, and Jefus Chrift whom he 
•* h^s feat/* While women, though ftrug* 
^ling wth ithe fan^e iji^turnl corruptions, 
have como^only lefe knowledge to unknow, 
and no fchemes to unlearn ; they have not 
to ffaake off the pride pf fyftem, and to 
difincumber their minds from the (hackles 
of favourite theories : they do not bring 
from. the jporch or the acjademy any ^' op- 
*' pofitigns of fcience*' to obftruft their 
receptioiji of thofe pure doftrines taught oa 
the Mount ; dodrines which ought to find 
A readier entrance into minds uninfeftejl 
VOL. II. x> with 
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^th the pride of the fchool of Zerio, of 
the libertinifm of that of Epicurus* 

And as women are naturally more 
afFeftionate than faftidious ; they are likely 
both to read and to hear with a left critical 
Ipirit thaii men : they will nort be on the 
watch to deteft err6rs, fo much a^ to ga- 
ther improvement ; they have feldom that 
hardnefs which is acquired by dealing 
deeply in books of controverfy, but are 
more inclined to works which quicken the 
devotional feelings, than to fuch as awaken 
a fpirit of doubt and fcepticifm. They 
are lefs difpofed to confider the compofi- 
tions they perufe, as materials on which to 
ground objeftions and anfwers, than as 
helps to faith and rules of life. With 
thefe advantages, however, they fliould 
alfo bear in mind that their impreffions 
being often lefs abiding, and their reafon 
lefs open to coriviftion, by means of the 
ftrong evidences which exift in favour of 
the truth of Chriftianity, " they ought, 
** therefore, to give the more earncft 

" heed 
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** heed to the things which they havd 
** heard, left at any time they fhould let 
*^ them flip/* Women are alfo frdni theii* 
domeftic habits, in pofieMon of more leifure 
ind tranquillity for religious purfuits, as 
well as fecured from thdfe difficulties and 
temptations to which nien are ejfcpofed in 
the tumult of a buftling world* Their 
lives are more Uniform, lefs agitated by the 
pailions, the bufinefles^ the contentions^ 
the fhock of opinions and of interefts 
which cohvulfe the world. 

If we have denied them the talents 
which might lead them to excel as lawyers^ 
they are preferved from the peril of having 
their principles warped by that too indit 
criminate defence of right and wrong, to 
which the profeflbrs of the law are ex^ 
pofedi If we fliould queftion then: title to 
eminence as mathematicians, they are hap- 
pily exempt from the danger to which 
men devoted to that fcience are faid to be 
liable ; namely, that of looking for demon- 
ftration on fubjefts, which, by their very 

D 2 nature^ 
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nature, are ihcapable of affording Jt. If 
they are lefs cohverfant in the powers 
of nature, the ftrufture of the human 
framej and the knowledge of the heavenly 
bodies, thaii philofophers, phyficians, and' 
aftroriomers ; they are, hoWever, delivered 
from the etror into which many of each 
of thfcfe have Tomctimes fallen, from the 
fatal habit of tefting in fecond caufes, in- 
flead of refeiring all to the firfl ; inftead of 
making^ the heavens declare the glory 
*' of God, and proclaim his handy v^ork;** 
itrftead of concluding, when they obferve^ 
^ hbw fearlfully aiid wonderfully we are 
" madejttttirvelfous are thy works, O Lord^ 
•* and that my foiil knoweth right weH/* 
And let the weaker fex take comfort, 
that in thdr very exemptions from privi^ 
feges, which they are fomethnes dilpofed 
to envy, confifl their fecurity and their 
happinefs. If they enjoy not the diflinft- 
ions of public life and dignified offices, do 
they not efcape the fin of mif-employing, 
and the nrortificatioh of being difmiffed 

from 



from them ? If they have no vo|ce m de- 
liberative affemblies, do they not avoid the 
refponfibility attached to fuch privileges ? 
Preppfterous pains have been taken to 
excite in women an uneafy jealoufy, th»t 
their talents are neither rewarded with 
^public honours nor emoluments in lif|^; 
nor with infcript^ons, ftatues, or mavfo- 
leums after death. It has been abfurdly 
reprefentqd to them as a hardihip ; that, 
while they are expefled to perform duties, 
they muft yet be contented to relinquifh 
honours^, and mufl: unjuftly bp compelled 
to renounce fame while they muft labour 
to deferve it. 

But for Chriftian wpmen to aft on the 
low views fuggefted to them by their ill- 
Judging panegyrifts ^ and to look up with 
a giddy he^d and a throbbing l^eart to 
honours and renumerations, fo little fuited 
to the wants ^md capacities of an immortal 
fpirit, wqijld be no lefs ridiculous than if 
XJhriili^ Jtierocs fhould look back with 

P 3 envy 



38 COMPARATIVE VIEW 

envy on the Pagan rewards of ovation?, 
oak garlands, parfley crowns, and laurel 
wreaths. The chriftian hope more than 
reconciles Chriftian women to thefe petty 
privations, by fubftituting a nobler prize 
for their ambition, *^ the prize of the 
^^ high calling of God in Chrift Jefus.** 
By fubftituting, for that popular and fluc- 
tuating voice, which may cry " Hofanna'* 
and ** crucify*' in a breath, that " favour 
*^ of God which is eternal life.* • 

If women fliould lament the difadvan^ 
tages attached to their fex, that their cha- 
rafter is of fo delicate a texture, as to be 
fuUied by the flighteft breath ©f calunuiy, 
and that the ftain is ijidelible ; yet ar^ 
they not led by that very circumftance 
more inftinftivcly to fhrink from all 
thofe irregularities to which the lofa of 
charafler is fo infeparably attached ; and, 
to fhun with keener circumfpe£tion the 
moft diftant approach towards the confines 
pf dfinger ? Let them not lament it as a 

Jiardfhip, 
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hardfhipy Iwit enjoy it as a privilege, that 
the ddkacy of their fe;c impels them morq 
fcrupuloufly to avoid the very appearance 
of evil^ toce that very neceflity ferves to 
defend their purity by a more deep in* 
trenchment from the evil itfelf, . -, 

Though it be one main objeft of thi^ 
little work, rather to lower than to raife 
any defire of celebrity in the female heart f 
yet I would awaken it to a juft fenfibility 
to honed &me : I would call on women 
to reflefl: that our religion has not only 
made them heirs to a blefled immortality 
hereafter, but has greatly rajfed th^m in 
the fcale of being h^e, by lifting them tp 
an importance in fociety ynknpwn to th? 
moil: poUfhed ages of antiquity. The rer 
ligion of Chrift has even bellowed a degree 
of renown on the fex beyond ^y other reli- 
gion. Perhs^s there are hardly fp many vir- 
tuous women (forlrejeft the long catalogue 
whom their vices have transferred fron^i 
oblivion to infamy) named in all the pag^ 

D 4 of 
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of Greek or Roman Hiftory, as are haiufc 
kd do\to to eternal fame, in a few of thofe 
fiiort chapters ^;t^ith ^hkh the gircat Apoftle 
io the Gentiles has concluded his epiftles 
to his converts. - Of '^ devout and honor- 
** able women/* the facred fcriptures re* 
cord " not a few/* Some bf the moll 
aflfeftiilg fcenes, the taxoft int^refting tranf* 
aftions, and the mod touching converf* 
ations which are recorded ctf the Saviour 
t)f the world, ^a^ed t^rfth- women. They 
ZTQ the firft remarked as having " minifi. 
^^ tered to him of their fubflance/* Theirs 
Was the praife of not abandfaning their 
Idefpifed Redeemer when he was led to 
iexecution, and und^r all the hopelefs cir- 
cumftances of his ignomiiliious death; 
'ihey ^tppedtr to have been th? &/? attenc^ 
ing at his tomb, and the jfirfi on the 
morning 'when he arofe from it. Theirs 
'was the privilege of receiving the earlieft 
tronfolations frdta their rifen Lord ; theirs 

"Wds the hofi($ur of bdUig fix'ft commiifion- 
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ed to announce his glorious refurre^on 
to the world. And even to fiimifli heroic 
confeflbrs, devoted faints^ and unfhrinfcp 
ing martyrs to the Church of Chrift, has 
not beai the exclufive honour of tbci 
l)o)der iex« 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Cw'^S-^^ATio^.'-^ Hints fugge^ed on the 
Jubje6l* — On the tempers and difppfitions to 
he introduced in it.-^Errors to be avoided. 
•-^Vanity under various Jhapes the caufe of 
ihofe errors^ 

ryrs 

-I HE fexes will naturally defire to appear 

to each other, fuch as each believes the 
other will beft . like ; their converfatiant 
will aft reciprocally^ and each fex will 
appear more or lefs rational as they per- 
ceive it will more or lefs recommend them 
to the other. It is th^refor^ to be regret* 
ted, that many men, even of diftinguifhed 
fenfe and learning, are too apt to confider 
the fodety of ladies, rather as a fcene in 
which to reft their underftandings, than 
to exercife them ; and ladies, in return, are 
too much addifted to make their court by 
landing themfelves to this fpirit of trifling ; 

they 
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they often avoid to make ufe of what abili- 
ties they have ; and affeft to talk beloW 
thdr natural and acquired powers of mind j 
confidering it as a tacit and welcome flat- 
tery to the underftanding of men^ to rc# 
nounce the exercife of their own. 

But fince their tafte and principles thut 
mutually operate j men, by keeping up 
converfation to its proper ftandard, would 
not only^ call into exercife the powers of 
mind which women actually poffefs ; but 
would even awaken energies which they 
do not know they poffefs j and men of 
fcnfe would find their account in doin^ 
this, for their own talents would be more 
highly rated by companions who were 
better abfe to appreciate them. And, on 
the other hand, if young women found it 
did not often recommend them in the eyes 
of thofe whom they wifh to pleafe, to be 
frivolous and fuperficial, they would become 
more fedulous in correfting their own 
habits J apd, whenever fafhionable women 
indicate a reliih for inftruftive converfation, 

men 
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men will not be apt to hazjird what is 
,vain or unprofitable ; much lefs will they 
ever prefume to bring forw^d what h 
loofe or corrupt, where fome fignal ha$ 
not been prerioufly given, that it will be 
acceptable, or at Jeaft that it will be par* 
lioned. 

, Ladies commonly bring intp company 
minds already too mych relaxed by petty 
|)prfuits, rather tl^an overftrained by too 
intenfe application; the littlenefs of the 
employments in which they are mfuaUy 
^ngag^, does i^ot fo {train their minds or 
'Cxfaauft th^ir^ints as to make them fland 
in aeed of that r^las^tion ;from .company 
;which lev^re application ot overwhelming 
bufmel^ m^akes requifite fo;r ftudious or 
public men. The due co|ifideratipn of thi^ 
pircumftance might ferve-to b^ng t;he iex^ 
s^re nearly on a /level in fociety^ anc^ 
each might m^t the pther half way ; for 
that d^r^ of lively j^nd rCJ^fy cpnverfatioi^ 
which is a necefljary refrcfliment to thp 
l^rned and the bufy, would not decreafe 

in 



COlTVERSATION. 45 

iti pleafantnefs by being made of fo rational 
a call as would yet fomewhat raife the 
minds of women, who commonly feek fo- 
ciety as a fcene of pleafure, riot as a refuge 
from overwhelming thought or labour. 

It is a difadvantage evfen to thofe women 
who keep the beft company, that it is un- 
happily ahnoft eftablrflied into a fyflem, by 
the other lex, to poftpone evety thing like 
inftru^ive difcourfe till the ladies are with- 
drawn ; their retreat feiving as a kind of 
fignal for the exercife of intelleft* And in 
^he few caf^s in which it happens that any 
important drfcuflion takes place in their 
prefence, they are for the moft part con- 
fidered as having little interefl: in ferious 
fu'bjefts* Strong truths, whenever liich 
happen to be-addreffed to them, are either 
diluted with flattery, or kept back in part, 
or foftened to their tafte ; or if the ladies 
exprefs a wifli for information on any 
point, they are put off with a compliment, 
inftead of a reafon j and are coxifidered 

^ zs 
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as beings who are not expeded to fee and 
to judge of things as they really exift. 

Do we then wifli to fee the ladies, whofe 
opportunities leave them fo incompetent, 
and the modefty of whofe fex ought 
never to allow them even to be as 
ibining as they are able ; — do we wifh to 
fee them take the lead in metaphyfical 
difquifitions ? Do we wifh them to plunge 
into the depths of theological polemics. 

And find no end m wand'nng mazes loft ? 

Do we wilh them to revive the animo* 
fities of the Bangorian cotitroverfy, or to 
decide the procefs between the Jefuits 
and the five propofitions of Janfenius ? 
Do we wifii to enthrone them in the pro* 
feffor*s chair, to deliver oracles, harangues, 
and differtations ? to weigh the merits of 
every new production in the fcales of 
Quintilian, or to regulate the unities of 
dramatic compofition by AriJlotWs clock ? 
Or, renouncing thofe foreign aids, do 

we 
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^e defirc to behold them, inflated with 
their original powers, labouring to ftrike 
out fparks of wit, with a reftlefs anxiety 
to fliine, which generally/ails, and witU 
an aflFedation to pleafe, which never 
pleafes ? 

DIfeurs de bons mots, fades caraftcres ! 

All this be far from them ! — But we d9 
wifh to fee the converfation of well bred 
women refcued from vapid common 
places, from uninterefting tattle, from 
trite and hackneyed communications, from 
frivolous earneftnefs, from falfe fenfibitity, 
from a warm interefl about things of no 
moment, and an indifference to topics the 
moft important ; from a cold vanity, from 
the overflowings of felf love, exhibiting 
itfelf under the fmiling mafk of an engag- 
ing flattery, and from all the faftitious 
manners of artificial intercourfe. We do 
wifh to fee the time pafTed in poliffied and 
intelligent fociety, confidered among the 
beneficial, as well as the plcafant portions 
of our exiflence, and not too frequently 

configned 
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configned ovef to premeciitated trifling at 
fyftematic unprofitablenefs. Let us not^ 
however, be mifunderftood j it is not 
meant to prefcribe that they fhould affeft 
to talk on lofty fubjeds, fo much as to 
fuggeft that they fhould bring good fenfe, 
fimplicity, and precifion into thofe com-^ 
mon fubjefts, of which, after all, both the 
bufinefs and the converfation of mankind 
is in a great meafure made up. 

It is too well known how much the 
dread of imputed pedantry keeps oflF any 
thing that verges towards learned, and the 
terror of imputed enthufiafm, ftaves off 
any thing that approaches to feriom con- 
verfation, fo that the two topics which 
peculiarly diflinguifh us, as rational and 
immortal beings, are by general confent 
in a good degree banifhed from the fociety 
of rational and immortal creatures* But 
we might almoft . as confiftently give 
up the comforts of fire becaufe a few per- 
fons have been burnt, and the benefit of 
water becaufe fome others have been 

drowned. 



bONVERSATIOlJ. 49 

drowned, as rclinqmfh the enjoyments of 
rcafonable and the bleffings of religiouis 
intercourfei becaufe the learned world has 
fometimes been mfefted with pedants, and 
the religious world with fanatics. 

As in the momentous times in which wb 
live, it is next to impoffible to pafs an 
evening in company, but the talk will fb 
inevitably revert to politics, that, without 
any premeditated defign, every one prefent 
fliall infallibly get to know to which fide 
the other inclines } why, in the far highei* 
concern of eterrfal things, fhould we lb 
carefully fhun every oflfered opportunity of 
bearing even a cafual teftimony to the part 
we efpoufe in religion? Why, while we 
make it a fort of point of confcience to 
leave no doubt on the mind of a ftrangeri 
whether We adopt the party df Ktt or Fox*, 
Ihall we chufe to leave it very problematical 
whether we belong to God br Baal ? Whyi 
in religion, as well as in politics, fhould 
we not aft like people who, having their 
all at flake, cannot forbear now and theii 

voLi u. z adverting 



f^^td^g for a moment to the pb}^ of 
iheir graii4 c^cern, and ^rppping? at leaft, 
^ mci4^ntal intim^ticq;^ pf tl)<^ fidp to 
which they bfloxjg ? 

Even tl^e newp of tjip dj^y, J;^ fjich a^i 
^TfeatfuV periq4 ^s tl^e pri^fett, m^y lend 
i^qnent pcgafions to ^ woroan of prjBr 
cipfe, to dpd?xej5 without par^dft^ her fe^th 
in a tporal Goyernor of the wprl4 ; her 
^\^fl: in ^ p^j-ticular Provi(Je^c€; h^r belief 
^ the piY^x?, Qpii^ipote^i^e } hef confv 
^pe in the ppwer of God^ in educiqg 
good from evil, in his employing wicke^ 
|i^^ow» Wt ^s favour^es but infl:rume^tSJ 
l}ft p?rf\iafxon that pjefept fy^cefa ^ no 
ji^of of th? ^i^np favour } in Ihgrt, fome 
j^tiipation t^iat {he is not jif^iame^ to d^^- 
^^ th^t her mind is undgr the influence 
c^ CbrifUap fa^th ^4 pruic^pkt A general 
tc^cnpc^c^ iqi ea;hibjiti»g this fpirit of 

<^^4e4 fajit^i ^4 ^9^? t^ft> would incoiv 
^ciyaUy difcouijage that pert mfidelity 
lyhi^h k ever pjpi thp V^^tch tp produce 
kfdf ; 5^14;^ 3S W? h*X^ a&eady phferved^ if 
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women, who derive authority from their 
rank or taknt$, did but refleft how their 
fentiments are repeated and their authority 
quoted, they would be fo on their g^ard, 
that general fociety might become a fcene 
of general improvement, and the young, 
who are looking for models on which 
to fafhion themfelves, would be afhamed 
of exhibiting any thing like levity or 
fcepticifin# 

Xxt it be'underftood, that it is not meant 
to intimate that ferious fubjefta ihould mak^ 
up the bulk of converlation ; this, as it is 
impoffiblcji would alfo often be improper. It 
is not intended to fuggeft that they fhould 
be ftudipufly introduced, or affcaedly 
prolonged j but only that they ihould not 
b^ fyilems^ti^ly fhimned„ nor the hmid 
of fanaticifm bq fixed on the perfon wbo^ 
with >i4tial^vf r propiecy, hazards^ the intro» 
du^ion of them- It U evident, however^ 
th<^ tbk general drea4 c^ ftrio^s topics 
afijea n gooi}^ ^i^al fi^om sfli ignprax^ gf 

thd trufi natuire 9S v^ligiwi PP^ ^voi4 
/ uz it 
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it on the principle cxprefled by the vulgar 
phrafe of the danger of playing with edge 
tbols. They conceive of it as fomething 
•which involves controverfy, and difpute, 
and mifchief ; fomething of an inflammatory 
nature, which is to ftir up ill humours j as 
of a fort of party bufinefs which fets friends 
at variance. So much is this notion 
adopted, that I have feeri two works 
announced of confiderable merit, in 
which it was ftipulated as an attradion, 
that religion, as being likely to excite 
anger and party diftinftions, fhould be 
excluded. Such is the worldly idea of 
the fpirit of that religion, whofe precife 
objeft it was to bring *^ peace and good 
" will to men V 

'* Women too little live or converfe up to 
their underftandings ; and however wef 
have deprecated aJBFeftation or pedantry, let 
it be remembered, that both in reading arid 
converfing the underftanding gains more 
by ^retching, than ftooping. If by ex- 
erting ^tfetf at ixiay; not attain to aU it de- 
^- ^ ^ fires^ 
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,fires, yet it wUl be fure to gaia fomcthmg. 
The mind, by always applying itfelf to ohi- 
jeflis below its. level, contrafts and fhrinks 
itfelf to . the fize, and lowers itfelf to the 
level, of the objeft about which it is con.- 
yerfant : while the mind which is a£Uye 
expands and raifes itfelf, grows larger by 
exercife, abler by diflfufion, and richer by 
communication. . 

But the tafte of general fociety is not 
favourable to improvement. The feriout 

nefs with which the moft frivolous fubjeA$ 
are agitated, and the levity with which 
the moft ferious are difpatched, bear a 
pretty exaft proportion to each other* 
Society too is a fort of magic lanthom ; 
the fcene is perpetually Ihifting. In this in- 
ceflant change, the evanefcent fafliion of 
the exifting minute, which, while in many 
it leads to the cultivation of real know- 
ledge, has alfo fometimes led even the gay 
and idle to the aSedation of mixing a 
fprinkling of fcience with the mafs of diffi- 
patipn. The ambition of appearii^ to be 
'\ ■ ■ E 3 well 



54 CONVERSATION. 

•vjrell informed breaks out cVtfh in thofe 
triflcrs who will not fparc time fix>m their 
iplcafurable purfuils fufficient for acquiring 
that knowledge, of which, however, the re- 
ception is fo defirable. A little fmattering 
of philofophy often dignifies the purfuits 
bf their day, without refcuing them from 
the vanities of the night. A courfe of 
leftures (that admirable affiftant for en- 
lightening the underftanding) is not feldom 
reforted to as' a means to fubftitute th^ 
appearance of knowledge for the fatigue 
of application; but where this valuable 
help is attended merely like any other 
public exhibition, and is not furthered by 
Correfpondent reading at home, it often 
ferves to fet off the reality of ignorance 
^th the affection of fkill. But inftead of 
producing in conrerfation a few reigniflg 
fcientific terms, with a familtaritj and 
readinefs, which 

Amaze the utikam'd, and make tticleartied fmilr^ 

^ould it not be more modeft even for 
Aofe who arc better informed, to avoid 

the 



the coffifi«<ft ttfrf tif tfechlucal ^efftis -a^tss- 
cvefr the idSa Can ht cotiv€fkd without 
tliem ? ffSt it argued fib teal Oill&t^ t* 
kto\^ the ndkh of fodli ; the atoHty lies \k 
knowing thdr ufe : aild whik il is ki thfe 
tliin|, add not ill the terM j thlt itA khe^- 
ldg« BAflite, tiie ebarg($ of ^atiti^ I^ 
Attach^ to tHe ule of m ttiMi whfek 
tv^nMiidt tltteich tt ^t k^v^Iedge 6f thfe 



Ift ^ Ikcuky 6f f^kkiiig leell, hdiib 
Mve fo^K a hbppy {)ftiM^dtude^ 6f turfilh^ 
^eir ifen^I^ kimni'gfsi td iic<!6uat^ thiit 
fb^^ &h iliafl^ Witd^ ^H»(f^ they hirfg 
Aevfer beeft ^tf^hl a riite rf fyflta*^ y«, 
-fiy ^ ^1e filtility M. poG^ frofii t^fe 
ft^ I^KS iikd th6 t}€fll cd^pan^, haMly 
lf«^ vi)c>!a^ e$i6 ; aKd Whb oft^ft p(^[^ 
ait ete^tiifid |>el!pi^ffit>dS :iri«hg^eht 6f 
•ftyl6; wiflibui Matii^ MSm a&y of flik 
-fa#i 6f toi$i^o^o& Efgff kind of 
kiitni^ge whlc^ ^^6af 8 tb &e the idkk 
^okd-^^dn, f^ia$6h> a^ tiSamtm 
ixk ztntmij M #6<M^. ir«l 0^ t3)fe 

« 4 ©ther 
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.Other liand :it fometim^s-^j^appensj, -that 

ladiesf of no contemptible natural; part^ 

4are ta6 ready to produce, not only pedan- 

*tic expreflions; but crude notions ; and 

fftUl oftner to bring forward" obvious ^uad 

hackneyed remarks j which float; on the 

fVery f^rface of a fubjeft, with the ixnpoling 

4if of recent invention, andaU^^tb^ vanity 

^- confcious. 4ifcoyery, , This is; . becaufe 

their acquirements have not been woven 

:irtto their mindsr byi22[rly inftruftion ; what 

-knowledge they have gotten :ft?«i48^'wit as 

it were above the very fur^ice of their 

fininds, like the /^plijuee. of -the embroidery, 

^inftead of tekving been ' interwoy^^n- with 

rthe .-growth of the piece, fo^a% to ha>5p be- 

-dOine:apart ojF the fl:ufF. :,Th^y did not^ 

like -men,! racquirc; wha^ ^heyknow 

'^ while the texture was for^nJ^g.^ Perhaps 

np better- preventive could 4jb; ^ievifed 

'ibr this literaiyivanity, than ear]y ii^f uit- 

ioj^r 4hat woman -would be leisdikely to 

Jberjvf^nr of her- knowledge who did nc^ 

4»|nq«i|b?rxthe time^en (he was ignorant. 

->^-;^ ^ .^ Knowledge 
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Knowledge ^ that- is burnt ifty if I may fo 
fpeak, is feldom obtrufive; 
. Their reading alfo has probably confifted 
much in abridgments from larger works, 
as was.obferved in a former chapter; this 
makes a readier talker, but a fhaUowar 
thinker, than book^ .of ;nore bulk^ By 
thefe fcanty Iketches their critical fpirit; 
has been excited, while their critical pow- 
ers have not been formed. For in thofe 
crippled mutilations they have feen no- 
thing of that juft proportion of parts, that 
ikilful arrangement of the plan, and that 
-artful diftribution of the fubjed, which, 
while they prove the matter hand of the 
writer, ferve alfo to form the tafte of the 
i^eatdjer,^ far* more than a dif-jointed fkeleton, 
or a beautiful feature or two can do. The 
inftrudlion of women is alfo too much 
drawn from the fcanty and penurious 
fources of fliort writings of the effay kind : 
this, when it comprifes th^ beft part of a 
perforins reading, makes fmatterers zxid 
fpoils fcholarsj for though it fupplies 

ready 
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rtady taDc^ yd it ddes not make a foil 
mind; it does not farhifli a ftore houSi 
6f materials io ftock the underffahd- 
ifig) neither does it accuftoiti the mihd to 
toy traiils of fefleftion : for the fubgefts^ 
fiefid^^ b€i% edch fuccin^ly, and^ on ac-^ 
tount oi thi^ brevity, fupfef fidally treated^ 
aare dirtirift 2md rfifcbniidfted j they form 
lio concatenation of ideas5 ^ot any depend- 
ent feries of deduction. Yet on this plea^ 
fcnt but defultoty reading, the mind 
*phich has liot been fialned to feverer ex- 
farcifej loves 16 repofo itfelf In a fort of 
creditilble indolence, indead of ftretching 
Its powdr^ in fh^ wholefome 1^6uf 6f c^n^ 
feeutitd IrtVefftlgatidn *. 
- I aih 1(61 difcoUt-aging ftudy at a tete 
jperiod of life, of ejtti flendet kriowfedge ) 

• The writer cannot be fuppofed defirotts of deprc 
ciating the talue of thofe many beautiful periodical 
^fiays \Vhich ddorH our language. But, perhaps, it 
iftii^t b^ Better to resale the iiimd wltH Ihem fingly, 
it different titaeSi than to read at tlie fame fitting) a 
andtittidfe of fhort pieces on dif&milar and contradi^* 
<wy topics, By way rf getting through the iook* 

inform* 



infotnratiDn is gootl at whatever perldd 
and in whatever degi'ee it be acquired. 
But in fuch cafes It fliould be at- 
tended with peciiliar humility; and the 
new poffeffof fhduld bear in mind, that 
^hat is frelh to her ha^ been long kiiowA 
to others ; and ih6 fliould be aware of ad* 
vancittg as novel that which is <:omtnoi!, 
and obtruding as rare that which every 
body poffeffes. Some ladies are eager to 
exhibit proofs of their reading, though at 
the exptoce of their judgment, and will in- 
troduce in converfation quotations quite 
Irrelevant to the matter in hand, becaufe 
they happen to recur to their recolleftion, 
or were, perhaps, found in the book they 
have juft been reading. Inappropriate 
quotations or ftrained analogy may (hew 
reading, but fhey do not (hew tafte. That 
juft and happy allufion which knows by 
a word how to awaken a correfponding 
-image, or to* excite in the mind of the 
hearer the idea which fills the mind of 
die fpeaker, fliews lefs pedantry and more 

tafte 
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tafte than bare citations; and a mind 
imbued with elegant knowledge will in- 
evitably betray the opulence of its re- 
.Iburces, even on topics which do not relate 
to fcience or literature. Well informed 
perfons will eafily be difcovered to have read 
the beft books, though they are not always 
detailing catalogues of authors. True talle 
will deteft the infufion which true modefty 
will not difplay ; and even common fubjeds 
paffing through a cultivated underftanding, 
borrow a flavour of its richnefs. A power 
of apt feleftion is more valuable than any 
power of general retention; and sm appo- 
fite remark, which fhoots flrait to the point, 
demands higher powers of mind than an 
hundred fimple adls of mere memory : for 
the bufinefs of the memory is only to flora 
up materials which th^ underflanding is to 
mix and work up with its native faculties, 
and which the judgment is to bring out 
and apply. But young women, who have 
more vivacity than fenfe, and more vanity 
than vivacity, often rifk the charge of ab- 

6 furdity 
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furdity to efcape that of ignorance, and will 
even compare two authors who are totally 
nnlike rather than mifs the occafion to 
fliew that they have read both. 

Among the arts to fpoil converfation, 
fome ladies poffefs that of fuddenly divert- 
ing it from the channel in which it was 
beneficially flowing, becaufe fome word 
ufed by the perfon who was fpeaking h^' 
accidentally ftruck out a new train of 
thinking in their own minds, and not be- 
caufe the idea exprefled has ftruck out' 
a frefh idea, which fort of collifion is in- 
deed the way of eliciting the true fire. 
Young ladies, whofe fprightlinefs has not 
been difciplined by a correct education, are- 
fometimes willing to purchafe the praife of 
being lively at the ri(k of being thought 
rafh or vain. They now and then confider- 
how things may be prettily faid, rather than 
how they may be prudently or feafonabiy^ 
Ipoken ; and hazard being thought wrong 
for the chance of being reckoned pleafent,' 

The 
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Th^ towersof rhetofic captiYa.te th^m morcr 
ifyga the jufled dedudions of re^fon ; and 
tfy rqjel an argument they arm th^mfeJves^ 
with a mets^phor^ Tho£p alfg who do 
not aim fo , high as eloquence^ are often 
ftirprifed that you xdak to accept of a pre- 
ju4ice inftead of a reafon ; they arq ^t to 
^^ up with a prot)ability ii^ place of ^ 
4#QKmftratiQn2 and cheaply put you qS 

with an aflfertioi\ when you are requiring ^ 

proiof* Th^ fame mode of education ren» 

d^r$ them alfo impatient of oppQfitbn; wd 

if thfty happw to poffefs beauty, and t(> 

l^ vain of it^they ^ay be^ tempted to eon- 

^^ that aa an additional proof of their 

l^g in the right* 5n. this, cafe, they will 

]^ a(k the convidioix of you? judgment 

lo th^ force of theiv argument, fo much 

a^ to the authoriity of theiY cjbarms i for 

they prefer a fecrifice to a CQnvert, and' 

fujbmJ^oa to their wiU &m§n th^m 

more thaa profelytifoi to thdl *^ pleaded 

^ reafon**^ 

The 



Th^ fame turn of min4j ftrengthwed 
by t;h€| £H»e c?iufe, (a ijegle^ed ^duok- 
tion,) l^dfi lively wqiq^ often tp pro^ 
ifQ«H?e Q« a qugftipB wlthput ^^dmmng 
it: on any given point they feldomcr 
deuk, tb^ nien } ^pt b^caufe thqy ^rc 
more (:^r«righte4s but b^c^ufe they have 
not bii^n ^^ciiUqm^ tQ look into a fub- 
jaA lo^g though to difcovcr its dq^ths 
^4 it$ iAtricacie^ ; wd, not difcerning its 
^^ti^ft, ^^y couclttde that it has none. 
Is it 9, qontradi&ion tp fay, that they feem 
^t pnc.$ tp 1^ quiqk'ffighted and fhort- 
ftgh<e4 ? What they foe at all, they com- 
ijppply fee ^% pace ; a JIttle difficulty dif- 
WUWgW them; wd, having caught a 
t^fty glija^pfe of a fubjed, they ru(h ta 
ijm ^pnclufipn, thai dther there is na 
xfkV9 to b^ feen» or that what is behind 
WiW npt p^y^them fci* the trouble <^ 
(e?r<:hing. Th^y pwfue their objeft 
engerly, byt ijot tegi^arly ; rapidly, but 
OPt pertinacipufly } fgr they want that 
<^i»^« i»ti^Qe «f inveftigati(»i which 

grows 
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grows ftouter by repulfe. What they 

» 

hare not attained, they do not beKeve 
cxifts ; what they cannot feize at once^ 
ibey perfuade themfelves is not worth 
ka^g. 

Is a lubjeft of moment flatted in com- 
pany ? While the more fagacious are de- 
Eberating on its difficulties, and viewing 
it imder all its afpefts, in order to form 
z competent judgment what to fay, you* 
will often fkid the moft fuperficial woman? 
prefent determine the matter without 
hefitation. Not feeing the per|>le:rities in 
which the queftion is involved, fhe won- 
ders at the want of penetration in hin^ 
whofe very penetration keeps him filent. 
She fecretly defpifes the doll perception 
and flow decifion c^ him who is patiently 
tmtying the knot which fhe fancies fhe ex- 
hibits more dexterity by cutting. By this 
fliallow fprightlinefs, the perfon whofe 
opinion was beft worth having is di^ 
couraged from delivering it,- and an im* 
portant fubjeft is -difmiffed without difr 
. . ;; cuffion. 



tixftiOTky inconfequent flippancy, and voluble 
rafhnefs. It is this abundance of florid 
talk, from fuperficial matter, which 
has brought on fo many of the fex the 
change of inverting the Apoftle's precept, 
and hdtig/wift to Jpeaky JlgnjO to heat. 

For if the great Roman Orator could 
obferve, that filence was fo important a part 
of eonverfation, that '* there was not only 
*' an art but an eloqUence in it,*' how 
{>eculiarly does the remark apply to the 
modefly of' youthful females! But the 
filence of liftlefs ignorance, and the filence 
of fparkling int^ligence, are two things 
almoft as obtbufly diftinft, as the wifdom 
smd the folly of the tongue. And an in« 
violaUe and marked attention may fhew^ 
that a woman is pleafed with a fubjed, and 
an illuminated countenance may prove 
that file under ftands it, almoil as unequi- 
vocaUy as language itfelf could do ; and 
this,with a modeft queftion, is in many cafes 
as large a fliare of the converfation as is 
decorous for feminine^ delicacy to take. It 
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is alfo as flattering an encouragement as 
men of fenfe require, for purfuing fuch 
topics in their prefence, which they would 
do, did they oftener gain by it the attention 
which it is natural to wifh to excite. 

Yet do we not fometimes fee an impa- 
tience to be heard (nor is it a feminine 
failing only) which good breeding can 
icarcely fubdue? And even when thefe 
incorrigible talkers are compelled to be 
filent, is it not evident that they are not 
liftening to what is faid, but are only 
thinking of what they themfelves fhall fay 
when they can feize the firft lucky intervd 
for which they are fo narrowly watching ? 

But converfation muft not be con- 
fidered as a ftage for the difplay of our 
talents, fo much as a field for the exercife 
and improvement of our virtues j as a 
means for promoting the glory of our 
Creator and the good and happinefs of our 
fellow creatures. Well bred and intelli- 
gent Chriftians are not, when they join ia 
fociety, to conlider themfelves as entering 

the 
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the lifts like intellectual prize-^fighters, in 
order to exhibit their own vigour and 
dexterity, to difcomfit their adverfary, and 
to bear away^the palm of vidory. Truth' 
and not triumph fhould be the objeft ; and 
there are few occafions in life, in which 
we are more unremittingly called upon to 
watch ourfelves narrowly, and to refift 
the afliults of various temptations, than 
in converfation. Vanity, jealoufy, envy, 
mifreprefentation, refentment, difdain, le- 
vity, impatience, infincerity, will in turn 
folicit to be gratified. Conftantly to ftrug« 
gle ' againft the defire of being thought 
more wife, more witty, and more knowing, 
than thofe with whom we aflbdate, 
demands the incellant exerdon of that 
Chriftian vigilance which the generality 
are fo far from fufpefUng, ought to be 
brought into exercife in the intercourfe of 
common fociety ; that cheerful conver&» 
tion is rather confidered as an exemption 
and releafe from V7atchfulne&, than as an 
additional obligation to it. 

F % But 
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But fociety, as was obfervied before^ h 
not a ftage on which to throw down our 
gauntlet, and prove our own prowcfs by 
the number of falls we give to our adver- 
ftry J fo far from it, that good breeding 
as well as Chriftianity, confiders as an 
indifpenfable requifite for converfation, the 
difpofition to bring forward to notice 
any talent in others, which thekr own 
modefty, or confcious inferiority, would 
lead them to keep back. To do this 
with effe^ requires a penetration exer- 
dlkd to difcern merit, and a generous 
candout which delights in drawing it out.. 
Tbere are few wlho cannot converfe tole- 
vikAy on fotne one topic $ what that'is, we 
ihould try to find out, and introduce that 
tiOpic, tixnigb t(^ the fuj^reflion of any 
Mb dn which we ourfelves are fu|^fed 
ti^ excel : and however fuperior we may 
be*. hi other refpeds to the perfons in 
^meftson, we may, perhaps, in that parti- 
radar point, Jn:^iove by them ; and if we 
do not gain information, we ihaU at leaft 
" « ^ gain 
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"gain a wholafonxe exercife to our humility 
and fdfrdenial; ^e fliaU be reftraining 
our own impetubfity ; we ftiall be ^ving 
confidence to a doubting, or cheerfulnefs 
to a depreffed fpirit. And to place a juft 
remark, hazarded by the diffident in the 
moft advantageous poiut o^f view ; to call 
the attention of the inattentive to the ob- 
fervatibn of one, who, though of much 
worth, is perhaps of little note 5 thefe are 
requifites for converfation, lefs brilliant, 
but for more valuable, than the power of 
exciting burfts of laughter by the brighteft 
wit, or of extorting admiration by the 
moft poignant fallies. 

For wit is of all the qualities of the 
female mind that which requires the 
fevereft caftigation ; yet the temperate ex- 
ercife of this fideinating quality throws an 
adijitiottal'l^jftre round the cbara^er of an 
amiable nvomanj for to manage with 
4ifcreet niodefty a dangerous talent, con- 
fers a higher praife than cm be claimed 
f>y t^ofe in whom the abfeiipe of the talent 

F 3 take^ 
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takes away the temptation to mifemploy 
it. But to women, wit is a peculkrly 
perilous pofleflion, which nothing fhort of 
the fobermindednefs of Chriftianity can 
keep in order. Intemperate wit craves 
admiration as its natural aliment ; it lives 
on flattery as its daily bread. The pro- 
fefled wit is a hungry beggar that fubfifls 
on the extorted alms of perpetual panegy- 
ric } and, like the vulture in the Grecian 
fable^ its appetite increafes by indulgence. 
Simple truth and fober approbation be- 
come taftelefs and infipid to the palate, 
daily vitiated by the delicious poignancies 
of exaggerated commendation. 

But if it be true that fome women are 
too apt to affed: brilliancy and difplay in 
their own difcourfe, and to undervalue 
the more humble pretentions of iefs fhowy 
charaAers ; it mud be confeffed alfo, that 
fome of more ordinary abilities are now 
and then guilty of the oppofite ertror^ 
and foolifhly affeA to value themfelves on 
not making ufe of the underftanding they 

6 TwUy 
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really pc^efe. They exhibit no fmaU fatisfiic-* 
tkm in ridiculing women of high intelledual 
endowments, while they exclaim with 
much affefted humiUty, and much real 
envy, that " they are thankful tbey are 
*' nof geniufes.'* Now, though one is 
glad to hear gratitude expreffed on aiiy 
occafion, yet the want of fenfe is really no 
fuch great met-cy to be thankfiil for ; and 
it would indicate a better fpirit, were 
they to pray to be enabled to make a 
right ufe of the moderate underftanding 
they poffefs, than to expofe with a too 
vifible pleafure the imaginary or real 
defefts of their more fhining acquaintance* 
Women of the brighteft faculties fhould 
not only '* bear thofe faculties meekly," 
but conlider it as no derogation, cheerfully 
to fulfil thofe humbler duties which make 
up the btflinefs of common life^ always 
takar^lnto the account the higher refpon- 
fibiliiy attached to higher gifts. While 
women of lower attainments Ihould exert 
to the utmofl fuch abilities as Providence 

^4 has 
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haff affigned th^n ; and while they ihbufd 
tiot deride excellencies which aitr abovt 
their reach, they fhould not defpond at 
aji inferiority which did ilot depend on 
themfelves } nor, becaufe God has denied 
them ten talents, fhould they'ferge) diat 
they are equally re^ponfible for th© one ho 
bos allott^ them, but £et about devoting 
that one with humble diligence to the glory 
of the Giv&r. 

Vanity, howev^, is ixot the monopoly 
of talents j let not a young^ lady, therc^ 
fore, f^icy that fli^ is bumble, merely 
JDecaufe fhe is not ingenious. Humility i^ 
not the exclufive privilege of dulnefs^ 
ii'Qlly is as conceited as wit, and ignorance 
inany a time outftrips knowledge in the 
race of vanity. Equally eameft competi* 
tions in converfation fpring from caufe^ 
lefs worthy to excite them ih^ wit awd 
genius. Vanky infmuates jtfelf intjOj^the 
female heart under a variety of unfuipcfl:* 
ed forms, and feizes ou many a little paf^ 
which was not thought wprth- guarding. . 

; ' ' mo 
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*^^1k) has not feen a reftlefs emotion 
ligitate the features of aa anxious matron, 
while peace and fame iiung trembling m 
doubtful fulpence on the fuccefs of a foup 
or a fauce^ on which fentence was abom 
to be pronounced by fome confummate 
critic, as. could have been excited by any 
competition for literary renown, or any 
druggie for coateft^d wit, ? 

There is another fpecies of vanity in 
fome women which difguifes itfejf under 
the thin y^il of an affefted humility ; they 
will accufe themfelves of fome fault from 
which they are remarkably exempt, and 
lament the want of fome talent which 
they are rather notorious for poffeffing* 
Thi^s not only a clumfy trap for praife^ 
but there is a difmgenuous intention, by 
renouncing a quality they eminently pof- 
fefe, to gain credit for others in which 
they are really deficient. All afFe£latioi| 
involves a fpecies of deceit. The Apoftlc 
ijyhen he aajoins, " not to think of our? 
f^ fclycs mpre highly than wc ought,'* 

?4 does 
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does not exhort ns to tlomkfatjely of our- 
felyes, bttt to think " foberly ;** and it 
b worth oWervihg that in this mjanftion 
be does not ufe the Vfori /peak ^ but think^ 
inferring poffibly, that it would be fafer 
not to /peak of ourfelves at all ; for it is 
lb fer from being an unequivocal proof of 
cur huimKty to talk even of our defeats, 
that while we make felf the fubjeft, in 
whatever way, felf-love contrives to be 
gratified, and will even be content that 
cur faults fhould be talked of, rather 
than that we fbouB not be talked of at 
si). Some are alTo attacked \;^th fuch 
proud fits of humility^ that while they 
are ready to accufe themfelves cS almofl: 
every fin in the lump, they yet take fire at 
the imputation of the flighteft individtmt 
fault ; and inflantly enter upon their own 
vindication as warmly as if you, and not 
themfelves, had brought forward the 
cteffge* The truth is, they ventured to 
condemn themfelves, m the fiiH confidence 
that you would contradid them ; the feft 

thing;. 
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thing they intended was that you fliould 
believe them, and they are never fo mudi 
piqued, and difappointed as when they 
are taken at their word. 

Of the various Ihapes and undefined 
forms into which vanity branches out in 
converfation there is no end. Out of a 
reftlefs defire to pleafe, grows the fpurious 
defire to aftonifh : from vanity as much a« 
from credulity, arifes that ftrong love of 
the marvellous, with which the conver- 
fation of the ill-educated abounds. Hence 
that fondnefs for dealing in narrative 
hardly within the coropafs of polfibility* 
^ere vanity has many ihades of gratifica^ 
lion; thofe ihades will be ftronger <^ 
weaker, whether the relater have been an 
eye witnefe of the wonder flie recounts j or 
whether fhe claim only the fecond han4 
jfsnown ^f its having happened to her 
friend, or the ilill remoter celebrity of Its 
having been witneffed only by her friend's 
friend : but even though that friend only 
Ju^^W the mW; who remembered the 

woman^ 
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Womm, who adftually behiBld the !^mg 
vdiich IS now caufing admiratibti in the 
company, ftill filf^ - though in a fainter 
degree, is brought into liotlde, and th^ 
irelater contrives in fome circyitoua way to 
be connefted with the wonden 

To corrqft this propenfity *^ to elevate 
** and ferprife*,'* it would be well in mixed 
fociety to abflain altogether from haz^rdr 
ing ftories, which though they may not 
be abfolutely felfe:, yet lying without the 
Yerge of probability, are apt to impeach 
the credit of the narrator ; in whom the 
very confcioufnefs- that fhe is not believed^ 
excites an increafed eagerneft tdf'depatt 
Rill farther from the foberncis of truth, 
and induces a habit of yehemerit affeverar 
tion, which is too- often- called ip to help 
put a queftionable point f^ 

Thet^ 

* Th« Rehcarfel, 

f This is alio a good rule in jcompofition. An event^ 
ihougb it may adlually have happened, yet if it he 
,o.u!t of the^ reach of prolDabJlity, or eontrary to the 
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Irhere k another fhape, and a very de- 
formed fhape it is, in which loquacious vanity 
fliews itfelf ; I mean, the betraying of confi- 
dence. Though the a£t be treacherous, yet th^ 
fault, in the firft inftance, is hot treachery, 
but vanity. It does not fo often fpring 
froiji the mifchievous defire of divulging a 
fecret, as from the pride of having been 
trufted with it. It is the fetret inclination of 
mixing felf with whatever is important. 
The fecret is of little value, if the reveal-* 
ing k did not fetve to intimate our con- 
nexion with itc the pleafure of its having 
been depofited with us would be nothing, 
if others may not know it lias been fa 
depofited.— When we continue to fee the 
varKty of ferious evils it involves, Ihall wc 



conmcm cmurfe of sature, w31 feldom be chglisA as 
a fubje^l by a writer of good tafte ; for he knows 
that a probable fi<Stion will intcreft the feelings ■more 
than an unlikely truth. Verifimilitude is iniJeed the 
poct*8 truth, but the truth of the moraHft^is of a motie 
fturdy growths 

perfift 
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peffift in afferting that vtoity i^ a flender 
jaifchkf? 

. There is one ofFence committed ifi eon* 
irerfation of much too ferious a nature ta 
be overlooked, or to be animadverted on 
without forrow and indignation : I mean, ^^ 
Ae habitual and thoughtlefs prophanenefs 
of thofe \vho are repeatedly invoking their 
Maker's name on occafions the moft 
triviaL It is offenfive in all its variety of 
afpefts i— nit is very pernicious in its effefls ; 
r— it is a growing evil;— thofe who are 
moft guilty of it, are from habit hardly 
confcious when they do it; are not 
«vare of the fin ; and for both thefe 
teafons,, without the admonitions of faith- 
ful friendfhip, little likely to difcontinue it; 
— it it utterly inexcusable j — it has 
fione of the palliatives of temptation which 
<»ther vices plead, and in that refpeft 
ffands diftinguifhed from all others both 
in its nature and degree of guilt. — ^Like 
many other fins, however, it is at once 
caafe and effeft j it proceeds frpm want of 

love 
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love and reverence to the bell of Beir^gs, 
and €au/is that want both in themfelves 
and others. Yet with all thofe aggrava- 
tions, there is, perhaps, hardly any fin {0 
frequently committed, fo feldom repented 
of, and fo little guarded againft. On the 
{core of impropriety too, it is additionally 
offbifive, as being utterly repugnant ta 
female delicacy, which often affefts to be 
fhocked at fwearing in a man. Now this 
ijpecies of profianenefs is not only fwearing, 
but, perhaps, fwearing of the worft fort; 
as it is a direSl breach of an exprefs com- 
mand, and offends againft the very tetter 
of that law wMch fays in fo many words, 

THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF 

THE Lord thy God in vain. It offends 
againft delicacy and good breeding ; for thofe 
who commit it, little think of the paia 
ihey are inflifting on the fober mind, 
which is deeply wounded when it hears 
the holy name it loves difhonoured ; and it 
Is as contrary to good breeding to give 
pain, as it is to true piety to be profane. 

I would 
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I would endeavour to give fome famf 
idea of the groflhefs of this o&nce, by 
an analogy (Oh ! how inadequate !) with 
which the feeling heart, even though not 
feafoned with religion, may be touched. 
To fuch I would eameftly fay : — Suppofe 
you had fome beloved friend, — ^to put the 
cafe ftill more ftrongly, a departed friend 
— a revered parent, perhaps, — whof^ 
image never occurs without awaking in 
your bofom fentiments of tender love and 
gratitude ; how would you feel if you 
heard this honoured name bandied about 
with unfeeling familiarity, and indecent 
kvity ; or at beft, thruft into every paufe 
of fpeech as a vulgar expletive? Does not 
your affeflionate heart recoil at the 
thought? And yet the hallowed name of 
your trueft Benefador, your heavenly 
father,' your beft friend, who gives you all 
you enjoy, thofe very friends in whom 
you fo much delight, thofe very organs 
with which you difhonour him, is treated 
with an irreverence, a contempt, a wanton- 

nefs 



ittfs, jJdth which you cannot bear the 
memioiil of treating a human friend. His 
naine4a ' imirioufly^ is * unfeelingly, is un- 
gratiefully fingled out as the objed of 
decided irreverence, pf (yftj^natic con* 
tempts of thoughtlefs levity. It is ufed 
ii^difcriminat^ly to e:?cprefs anger, joy, 
grief, furprife, in^patience; and what is 
almolt ftill more unpardonable than ally 
it is wantonly ufed as a mere unmeaning 
expletive, which, hp\Tig excited by no 
emotion, can have nothing to recommend 
it, unlefs it be the pleafure of the fin. 

Among the deep, but lefs obvious 
mifchiefs of. converfatipn, mifreprefentation 
muft not be overlooked. Self4ove is 
concuiualjy at work, to give to all we fay 
a bias in our own favour j the counter- 
adion of this fault fhou^d be fet abput 
in the earlieft ftages of education. If 
young perfons have not been difcouraged 
in the natural, but evil propenfity, to 
relate every difpute they have had with 
others tp . their own advantage j if they 

vdL. n. o have 



^Ve Mit isesn trtcbied to the dot^ of 
fBihg • ysMde crBfl to th^ ^h whom 
tfiHy ^Fd it! Vft^iitii^; If ^Rf hivu »^ 
t^e^-Iie^ to {dm it JLtoxhfktb^ MpiifMkf 

hmrio kak^ adVkntagfe df thfe iBfencfe of 
t6« otfiiiF party, m ^dfei^ to rn^e Ihfe ftBiy 
fcaft WtFi* owft fide rhoi-etiKih thei!rtit& 
WSl'kdHiifi h:^ ftaH we in ^Vane^ 
Mlfe lottk for' tbrfeft habit*, Bi- unjirtfA 
)tlfii^ tt^rtfentattehs, ' for fidettt^, ac- 

Yd, fro^lp- ^ftbi &i fotiety, dthertwft 
Kip^ltebfe, ;ait4e ^hi^d l^t^h riartations 
b t^t^h _^i^^i^jadfc^ mrps»-atta fetfJovi 
feliil'ds !" Efow ofr^itTib <(* ffe'6, that ^itht 
hbldiftg-j^W of a h-oth ariiwers'tiie #orft 
ghdfe df i ^affthttbd ! !te\sr cjftfett tegrdt 
thfe tinfair tiim gl^eh 'to A bufiiiefS, bj^ 
jjiacifi^ a fentiineft't b ohe pSMt'of vie^, 
^y eh th6 f()eaker hacl Uled in ahothet t 
ttie fetter 6^ tiUth pMm^A vph6r6 its 
^fift Is Vio^itM f A fdiSfe^ftifioAs eiaM^ 

fei^t)utoafly ttisdfttainfed in the uHdd-iiAi-tS 
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of ti d^tdl. In order to imprds fudi an 
idea of in^tgriiy^ as Khali gain credit when 
the leading t)rtndple h delignedly mif- 
ftatedl nay^ a new chftrader given to a 
fkdt by ft iKfferent look, tone or emphalis^ 
which ddtttrs it as much as words could 
hav^ done \ the falfe impreffion conveyed 
^ a feralon, whien we do not like the 
preacher, or wh^ through him we wifh 
to make reUgion itfelf ridiculous ! the 
Avoiding <(3f literal untruths, while the mif- 
chief IB better e&^d by the unfair quota^ 
tioh of a paflage divetted of its context 1 
th^ Ringing »$gisth^ detached portions 
tS a fttbjed and making thoife parts ludi*- 
Woas when coilmefted, which were perfect 
in thw diftklft pofitioh! the ihfidioui 
nfe ihade of a fentknent by reprefenting it 
its the vpinim of him, who had only 
brought it forward m order to expofe it ! 
the relating oj^niotts which had ftiireJy 
been put hy^othelically, as tbe avowed 
principles of him we would difcredit! 
^at fubtle felfehbod which is k> inade 

02 to 
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to incorporate ^^th a certain quantity of 
truth, that the mpft fldlful moral chemift 
cannot analyfe or feparate them! for a 
mifreprefenier knows that a fuccefsful lie 
muft have a certain infufion of truth, or it 
will not go down. All that indefinable 
ambiguity and equivocation ; all that pru- 
dent deceit, which is rather implied than 
expreffed ; thofe more delicate artifices of 
the fchool of Loyala and of Chefterfield, 
which allow us when we dare not deny a 
truth,, yet fo; to difguife and difcolbur it, 
that the truth we relate , (hall not refcmble 
the truth we heard ! Thefe and all the 
thpufaiid (hades of fimulationand diffimut 
lation will be carefully guarded againfl: in 
the converfation of vigilant Chriftians. 

Again, it is furprifing to mark the com- 
mon deviations from ftrift veracity which 
fpring, not from enmity to truth, not from 
intentional deceit, not from malevolence 
or envy, or the lead defign to injure, but 
from mere levity, habitual inattention, 
and a current notion that it is not. worth 

while 



CONVERSATION, 85 

while to be correfl: in fmall things. But 
here the dodtrihe of habits comes in with 
great force,. and in that view no error is 
fmalL The cure of this difeafe in its 
more inveterate ftages being next to im- 
poffible, its prevention ought to be one of 
the earlieft objeQ:s of education *. 

The grievous fault of grofs and obvious 
detraftion which infers converfation, has 
been fo heavily and fo juftly condemned 
by divines and moralifts, that the fubjeft 
is exhaufted. But there is an error of an 
oppofite complexion, which we haye be- 
fore noticed, and againft which the pecu- 
liar temper of the times requires, that 
young ladies of a better caft fliould be 
guarded. From the narrownefs of their 
own fphere of obfervation, they are fome- 
times addifted to accufe of uncharitable- 
nefs, that diftinguiftiing judgment which, 
refulting from a found penetration and 
a zeal for truth, forbids perfons of a very 

* Set the Chapter on the Ufe of Definitions. 
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corred .principle to he indifbriminaliety 
pxodigal of commendation without in-» 
quiiy, and of praife without diftinftibn. 
There is an affe&ation of candour, which 
h almoft as mifchleyous aS; calumny itfelf ; 
nay, if it be lefs injurious in its individual 
application, it is, perhaps, more alarming 
in its general principle, as it lays wafte 
the ftrong fences which fep^arate good 
ftoxtx eviL Th^y know (though they 
Ips^^mes calumniate) that calumny is 
Wfong but they have not been told that 
flattery is wrong alio ; and youth being 
apt to fimcy that the dired contrary to 
Vrong muft neceflarily be right, are apt 
to be driven into extremes. * The dread 
of being only furpe6):ed of one fault 
makes them aftuafly guilty of the other ; 
and to avoid the charge of envy they 
plunge into infinc^rity. In this they are 
s^duated by an unfound judgment or an 
unfound principle. But the ftandard of 
truth and of juftice mufl neither be 
elevated ^of (Jepr^lfed, in order to accora* 

mod^te 



»hly 0f wi^WQ«hy, or e»tr?yiigftiit|y i)f cem- 
m^B ^barft^r^, from c^ of tMe ip^tfy^ft; 
pother tbcir piffi yiews of p«c^tw^ sre 
Jofw, €r t^ fpe^k r^fpe^i^lly <?f . the nn- 
dpfervji^g, to pHKhirf^ for tb^iifflvj5§j ^ 
,i;epi4^49^ of tsndern^fs ^^4 ig^ef o^lfy ; 
or they layift unfps^rmg pf^ifej-flti jbn^ft 
4\ ^i^t ia the ^f^ripus fif^ i^f tuyifig 
back uG^verf^ comm^ndaiiooi in i-ef^arn; 
PT m thelb captivatmg- chariS^^^s ^ ^^^jf:^ 
the fimple an4 mafcuUae ^gu^g^ 9f 
frHth is fyctiRcQd to the jftrgi^^ of f$^- 
i^ foftn^fsj and in which Anopth a^ 
pKant maimers ^re fubftituted fov x^tflT)fvc 
worth, the inexperiemced are too ^p^ tp 
Juppoji yirtuesy zad to forgive, yic^s* B^t 
they fhould carefully guard ^gaipft tl^e 
error of making manner the c;|i|prioji pf 
mefit, *iui of giving uulirnited ^re^it to 
ftrangers fpr pofleffing . every ppr^ec^ipn, 
o^ly bec3.ufc t^ey bring intp , company the 

engaging exterior of alluring gfimJePjeft- 
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They fhould alfo remember that it is an 
cafy, but not an honeft way of obtaining 
the praife of candour to get into the foft 
and popular habit of faying of all their 
acquaintance, when fpeaking of them, 
that they are fo good! True Chriftian 
candour conceals faults, but it does not 
-invent virtues. It tenderly forbfears to 
expofe the evil which may belong to a 
charafter, but it dares not afcribe to it the 
good which does not exift. To correft 
this propenfity to infincerity, it would be 
well to bear in mind, that while every 
good adion, come from what fource it 
may, and every good quality, be it found 
in whomfoever it will, deferves its fair 
proportion of diftinft and willing com- 
mendation ; yet no charafter is good in 
the true fenfe of the word which is not 

HELIOIOUS, 

In fine— to recapitulate what has been 

* faid, with fome additional hints, — Study 

to promote both intelleftual and moral 

'improvement in converfation j labour to 

bring 
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bring into it a difpofition to bear with 
others, and to be watchful over yourfelf ; 
Keep out of fight any prominent talent 
of your own, which, if indulged, might 
difcourage or opprefs the feeble-minded. 
If you know any one prefent to poffefe 
any particular weaknefs or infirmity, never 
exercife your wit by malicioufly inventing 
occafions which may lead her to expofe 
or betray it j but give as favourable . a 
turn as you can to the follies which 
appear, and kindly help her to keep the 
refl out of fight. Never gratify your 
own humour, by hazarding what you 
fufpeft may wound any one prefent in 
their perfons, connexions, profbflions, or 
religious opinions ; and do not forget to 
examine whether the laugh your wit has 
raifed be never bought at this . expence. 
Give credit to thofe, who without your 
kindnefs will get none; do not talk ai 
any one whom you dare not talk io^ 
unlefs from motives in which the golden 
rule will b^ar you out. Seek neither to 

(biac 
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0»ne nor to triqnfip^i, ^n4 if you fe^ tp 
pkafe, take ciure tbs^t i^ b^ ^ or^r X9 
convert the infliupnce ypu n^ay. g^ by 
pleafmg to the good of o(hei:^ , C^^ltivai£ie 
true ppUtenefs, fpr it grpw$ out of ^rw 
prmciple^y wd is confiftent with the Qpfpf I 
of Chfift ; but avoid thoie feig»ed attw 
tiont which are not ftittmUted by good 
mil, and thofe dated profeilion^^ of fond* 
nefs which are not dieted by efleem* 
Remember that the praife of being 
thought amiable by (Irangers, ptay be 
bought too dear, if it be bought at the 
expence of truth and fimpUdty : remem- 
ber that Simplicity is the firft chann in 
manner, as Truth k in mind ; an4 aoutd 
Truth make herfelf vifibie, ihe would ap- 
pear invefted in Simplicity. 

Remember alfo, that true good nature 
is the foul, of which politeneft is only the 
garb. It is not that ardfi^al quality 
which is taken up by fnany when they go 
into fociety, in order to charm thofe 
whom it is not their particular bufinefs 

to 
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t0 pleafe ; and is hid down when the^ 
return home to thofe to whom %o appear 
amiable is a real duty, it is not that 
fefcinating but deceitful foftn^s, which, 
after having adled over a hundred icenes 
of the moft lively lympathy aijd tend^ 
intereft with every flight acquaintance ; 
after having exhaufted every phrafc of 
feeling, for the trivial ficknefles or petty 
forrows of multitudes who are fcarcely 
known, leaves it doubtful whether a grain 
of real feeling or genuine fympathy be 
referved for the deareft connexions ; and 
which difmifles a woman to her immediate 
friends with little affedHon, and to hor 
own family with little attachment* 

True good nature, that which alone 
deferves the name, is not a holiday orna^ 
ment, but an every-day habit. It does 
not confift in fervile complaifance, or 
difhoneft flattery, or affeded fympathy, 
or unquaUfled aflbit, or unwarrantable 
compliance, or eternal fmiles* Before it 
can be allowed to rank with the virtues, 

it 
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it muft be wrought op from a difpofition 
into a principle^ from a humour into a 
habit. It muft be the refult of an equal 
and well-governed mind, not the ftart of 
cafual gaiety, the trick of defigning vanity, 
or the whim of capricious fondnefs. It is 
compounded of kindnefs, forbearance, for- 
givenefs, and fclf-denial ; " it feeketh not 
** its own," but muft be capable of making 
continual iaorifices of its own taftes, hu- 
mours, and felf-love; but among the 
facrifices'it makes, it muft never include 
its integrity. Politenefs on the one hand, 
and infenfibility on the other, affume its 
name and wear its honours ; but they 
afllime the honours of a triumph, without 
the merit of a viftory ; for politenefs fub- 
dues nothing, and infenfibility has nothing 
to fubdue. Good nature of the tfue caft, 
and under the foregoing regulations, is 
above all price in the common injey courfe 
of domeftic fociety ; for an ordinary 
quality which is conftantly brought into 
^dion, by the perpetually recurring 

though 
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though minute events of daily life, is of 
higher value than more brilliant qualitiei 
which are more feldom called into ufe. 
And indeed, Chriftiapjty has given that 
new tum^o the charafter of all the 
virtues, thiat perhaps it is the beft teft of 
the excellence of many that they have 
little brilliancy in them. The Chriftian 
Religion has degraded fome fplendid qua- 
lities from the rank theyhpld, and elevated 
thofe which were obfcure into diftinftioB# 
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CHAP. XV. 

t)H the danger ^f nriilUditeSed SknftbilHy. 

i N cpAffderihg the human chai-after with 
a vl^w to improve it, it is prudent to en- 
deavour to difcover xh6 natural bent of the 
mhid, and having found it, to apply your 
force to that fide on which the warp lies,^ 
that you may leffen by counteraftion the 
defeft which you might be otherwife pro- 
moting, by applying your aid in a contrary 
direftion. But the misfortune is, people 
who mean better than they judge, are apt 
to poffefs themfelves of a fet of general 
rules, good in themfelves, perhaps, and 
originally gleaned from experience and ob- 
fervation on the nature of human things, 
but not applicable in all cafes. Thefe 
rules they keep by them as noftrums of 
tmiverfal efficacy, which they therefore 

3 often 



often ufe in cafes to which they do not 
ap{)ly. For to mike injr reitiedy effeftuli 
k 18 not enough to know the medicine^ 
ydu miift ftiidy the cottftitution llfo j for 
if there be not a congruity bet\veen the 
two, you may be injuring bne patfeht 
by the means which are requifitc to raife 
and i-eftore another whofe temperataent Is 
oiF 1 contrary defcription. 

It k of importance in fbrming the female 
chaWdter that thofe on who«h tliis talk de* 
Vcilv^S) &ould ^offefs fo touch ptoetratioii 
as accurately te difcern its degree of fetiii 
fibility^ ind' f6 much judgment as to ac- 
(jommodatfe the treatment te the individnsJ 
character. By conftantly ftimulating* 
and extoUin^ feelings Mturally quick, 
liibfe feeKhgs will be t-end^ed too acute 
and irHtable. Od the other hahd a calnv 
and equabd^ temper will become obtuft 
by the total want of excitement} tht 
fcrraer trcsktihem converts the iFeelingil 
into a fource of en-or, agitation, ktid cala^^ 
wity, ihe tatter ftarves their native energy^ 

. . > deadens 
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deadens the affe£tioas, and prodcices a cold«. 
dull, feUifll fpirit ; for the human mind 
is an inftrum^njt which will lofe its Iweet* 
ne^ if flrained. too high, and will be 
deprived of its tone and ftrength if not 
fufficiently raifed. 

•It. is cruel to. chill the preqipus fenfibility 
of an ; ingenuous foul, by treating with 
fupercilious coldnefs, and unfeeling ridi-. 
cule, every . indication of a warm, tender, 
difinterefted, ,and enthufiaftic fpirit, as if. 
it exhibited fymptoms of a deficiency in 
underftanding . or prudence, ^ow many 
are apt to intimate, with a fmile of 
mingled pity and contempt, thdt when 
fuch a on^ knows the world, that is, ia 
other words, when (he fliall be grown 
cunning, felfijh,. and fufpiclous, fhe will be 
aihamed of her prefent glow of honeit 
warmth, and of her lovely fufccptibility 
of heart. May Ihe never know the world, 
if the knowledge of it muft be acquired 
at fuch an expence ! but to fenfible hearts, 
^ery indication of genuine feeling will be 

de^ 
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dear^ for they: will know that k- is thid 
tea^r which^ by the guidaQce of tha 
Divme Spirit, will make her one day 
become more enamoured of the beauty of 
holinefe ; which, with the co-operation of 
principle, and under its direction, will 
render her the Evely agent of Providence 
in diminifhing the mifery that is in the 
world; into which mifery this temper 
will give her a quicker intuition than 
colder charafters poflefs. It is this temper 
which, when it is touched and purified 
by a ** live coal from the altar *,'* will 
give her a keener tafte for the fpirit of 
religion^ and a quicker zeal in difcharg- 
ing it§ duties. But let it be remembered 
likewife, that as there is no quality in the 
female charader which will be fo likely 
to endanger the peace and to ezpofe the 
virtue of the pofieflbr ; fo there is none 
which requires to have its luxuriances 
more o^ eCuUy watched, and its wild ihoots 
more dofely lopped. 

^ Ifaiah, vu 6« 

voLt lu H For 



.tot' y6uhg \WMeii of natttratty vmOi 
i^StUm^ &% whom thq£b ^ffirSiions have 
not been ' itkrefiEdiy difciplined^ are ia 
danger of iitcttidbg an onnadxral irrita^ 
bility ; a^ while thcSr JnppineSk faUei 
t n(\ka to the excdk of imombttcddted 
feelings, tkey dlft Ikibie at the iuiike time 
to bdfnlge ^ vanity of all btbers the moft 
prqjoffenoui, that of being vain of their 
flefdas- T% have heard fitnifibaiity 
hfghly- dbthttttiided^ tdttiovt having beaid 
toy tWng of thofe b^imdi: dud fenoet 
xvhich were- ihtended to ^roxifihe its ex* 
celfes, or widlo^t having teen iihbu^ 
with tteit principle . wbieh troujd haYe 
gtVen It a bei^refi^ial ditie^ioH ^ ' aiidy c^« 
fciocrs that tliey pofleft ^tfce quiUty itfiflf 
ki the extreihe, and ftdt <:oirfc5ous that 
th6y ^nt ^1 that mak^s th4t quaB^ fait 
and ddightfb!, they plunge hcidlong^imo 
thofc ttiiTcries from whidi they conccbcdly 
imaghre, • that not principle bat ttdd" 
nefs has preferved themoi-e Y0ber^4niiidcd 
and well inftruft^ of their fex* 

.: But 
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But ^ it would be foreign to the prefent 
defign io oxpadatQ on t&ofe iad effe&s of 
ungovemed pai&on which tomfaiate in 
criminal exc^ks^ it is only intended 
here to hazard a f^w remarks on thofa 
lighter fbades of the fame 4efeft, which 
injure the comfort witjioyt pijuriiig the 
<;bataaej^ ^d imp^r (he' happineff of 
Ufe without incurring any very cenfurable 
degree of guilt or difcredit. Let it, how- 
ever, be inddentally remarked, ^d 
let it i)e carefiiHy remembered» that if no 
^omen have rifen fo high in the fcale of 
moral excellence as tboie whofe nat\ir;4 
warmth has been confclentipufly governed 
byJts true guide, and diref^ed to its true 
pk^ j fo none have fumiihedfuchd^lorable 
inilances of extreme depravity ^s thofe who, 
through the ignorance or the deriU6t|Q^ 
q( principle, have been abandoned by th|e 
j^zcefs. of this very tet^per tp the violepce 
of un^ovemed pa^pps and janqon^ 
trolled inclinatioQs. .And, perb^tps, if 
we were to inquire into the remote capfe 

Hi of 
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of Xomc of the blackeft crimes which i&uf 
the annals' of mankmd, profligacy, tnur-^ 
der/ and efpecially fuicide, we might trace 
fliem back to this original principle, anr 
ungovcmed SenfibiKty. 

*^ JTotwithftanding all the fine theories iir 
profe and "ferfe to which this topic has 
given birth, it will be found that very 
exquifite fenfibility contributes fo little to 
happinefsj and may yet be made to contri- 
bute fo much to ufefulnefiy that it mayj 
perhapSj be confidered as beftowed for an 
exercife to the poffeflbr's own virtue, and 
as a keen inftrument with which he may 
better work for the good of others. 

Women of this cafl of mind are lefs 
carefiil to avoid the charge of unbounded 
extremes, than to efcape at all, events the 
hnpotation of infenfibility. They are little 
alarmed at the danger of exceeding^ thougli 
terrified at the firfpicion of coming Jhort of 
l|rhat they take to be the extreme ppiiit 
of feelings They will even refolve to 

4 prove 
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prove the warmth or their - fenfibility, 
though at the expenee of their judgment^ 
and fometiities alfo of their juftice. Eveif 
9vhen they- earneftly defire to be and to ch 
right, they are apt to (employ tl^e wtong 
inftrument to accomj^ifli; the right etid; 
They employ the paiUons to do the work 
of the judgment ; forgetting, ^ or j not 
knowi|ig^ that the paffibns were not given 
ws to be ufcd in the fearch and difcovery 
of truth, which is the office of a\coQl^ 
and more ^Hcriniin^^ting £au:ulty ; but that 
they were given, to animate us to twarmev 

:Beal in the purfiut and pra&ide^ of truthj 
when the judgmem ihali liave pointed 
put what /> truths ^ - 

Through this natural warmth, which th^ 
have beea juftly told is fo pleafing, buc 
which, perhaps, liiey have not been told 
will be continually expofing them ta 
peril and to fuffei'ing, their joys and fov^ 
rows are exceflive. Of this extreme irri# 
tability, as was before remarked, the iUt 
educated learn to boaft as if it were an 

H 3 indication 



indication of fugerbrity of £du1^ ilift#ad of 
labouring tb refirain it as the exedf of 
a tamper >^hk:h ^afes to be mtordH^g 
il^en it is no hhgtsr lUider the bomtrol 
of the p)yfttmng faculty. It is nM* 
fbrtune' enough to be bom mans iiabis 
tb fufier and to fin^ from tfab ccmfcna^ 
atbn of mbd} it is too tipii^ to 
allow its unreftrain^ hululg^c^} it fo 
{tin w<»rfe to be proud of htMesOjsi^ a 
i|ilaiity* 

: .^ l^lipp&ncy^ im|)bmofityi, r^snttftARt^ aMi 
irtolewce of ^irit, gro\if out ^f thi^ ^MP 
pOfitton; which wiU be riither promoted 
&an corre&ed, by^hefyftefe ofeducatioii 
on which we have been aimnAdvetting $ 
i|Bi^ Whic^H fyAem, eftiotioas are too eatly 
and too m^ecfa ekdited^ and taftes md feel^ 
logs iffe confidered a^ too ^ezclufively 
makii^ up dib vrholt of the female dha<^ 
n&ct ; in wliidi the ju^dg^^t is fittfe 
ekerdfed, tte re^cmiag pott^ers are feldom 
bi^bught in«b adion', a^ f^lf-kfto^^Ie^ 
ind ldt&den)al (cdMOf ineludi^ 

The 



Tbe pit^penfity of nAod vACidi we 9» 
txMifkkriagv if unchedoed^ hij$[ks:pc£dSm$ 
epoi to uhjalt'pr^offdlbnB, and oxpofes 
liiemto all die danger idf unfounded dtf> 
tachm«fftt*- Itt early youth, jwit only ioisc^ 
but friendfldp^^ 9t firft figfat,' grows otft 
of an Ul-dii^ded fetifibZ&y^f :asBd m aftevt- 
i^, womeiL nnder 4he ,pawer&l ui^ 
«aice of tbb te^ipef, confbktus that! the^^ 
faare maeh ^ he^ botne /rwith^ ^d^ teO 
l^eadtty^inGimed to ieied: ibr tiicir confi&iii- 
<ml confaafHons, flexiibte and flattering 
companions, iwho wiii indulge and pcr» 
hskfs admire theur fanks, roither ihan firm 
and honeft friends, who '9^iU reprove and 
wpuld affift • ill curing tiiem* We naay 
adopt it &s a general jiimxlm, that m 
obliging, weak,yielding, <!omplaifant ftiend^ 
full of fknall atteiitioag, wkh little religiof^ 
Iktle judgment, suul much natuml acquis 
efcence and civflity, is a mod: dangerous^ 
though generally a top much delired 
confidante : fhe foothes the indolence, and 
cratifies the vanity ot her friend, by re- 

H 4 conciling 
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concifing her to her own taulte, while ihe 
neither keeps; the underftauding nor the 
virtues of that friend in exercife. Theft 
oblequious qualities are the ^^ foft green*'' 
on which the foul loves to rep^ itfel^ 
But it is not a refrefhing or a wbolefom$ 
-repofe: weihotild not feled, for theiake 
of prefent eafe, a foothing flattera^, who 
imil lull us into a pleafing oblivion of our 
failings, but a fifiend, wlu>, valuing our 
jbul's health above our immediate comfortt 
will roufe us from torpid indulgoKe to 
ammation^ vigilance, and virtue. 
: An ill-direSed feiifibility leads a wo«> 
man to be injudicious and eccentric in 
fcer. ciariiies dihy (he will be in danger 
of proportioning her bounty to the itn* 
mediate effect which the diftrefled 6bje£t 
^produces on her fenfes; aod (he. will be 
aiore liberal to a fmall , diftref$ which 
prefents itfelf to her own eyes, than to 
jhe more, prefling wants and better claims 

of 
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of thofe nuferies of which fbe <Mily heart 

the relation. There is a fort of ftag« 

effect which fome people require for their 

charities ; and Ihe will be apt too to deiire^ 

that the objeA of her compaffion fliall 

have foxnething intereiting and amiable 

in it^ fuch as ihall furnifh pleafing images 

and lively pi^ures to her imagination^ 

and engaging fubjefts for defcription) 

forgetting^ that in her charities, as well 

as in every thing elfe, (he is to be a " fol- 

♦^ lower of Him who pleafed not himfelf^*' 

forgetting, that the moft coarfe and dif* 

gufting objed is as much the reprefenta* 

tive of Him, who faid, *^ Inafmuch as 

** ye do it to one of the leaft of thefe, ye do 

^* it unto me," as the moft iiiterefting : nay, 

the more uninviting and repulfive icafes 

may be bett^ tefts of the principle on 

which we relieve, than thofe which abound 

more in pathos and intereft^ as we. caa 

have lefs fufpicion of our motive in th^ 

pne cafe than in the other: but, while we 

py|;ht to oegle£^ neither of thefe fuppofed 

cafeS| 
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cafes, y€t the lefs our feelings aire caught 
by plejtfmg ch^cumftances, the left dan* 
ger we ihall l)e in of indulging fdf-com- 
placency, and #hc more likdy we (hal! 
be to do what we do for the fjdce of Ifim 
who has promifed, that no deeds^ but 
what are performed on that - principle, 
^* fhall be recbirip^rifed at the relurreftion 
^^ ofthejuft/" 

But through the want of that govern- 
ing principle which Ihouid iJireft her 
fenlibility, a tender hearted woman, whofe 
hand, if fhe be aftually furroilnded with 
fcenes and circumftances to call it into 
aftion, is 

Open as day to melting charity^ 

yet her feeimgs being aded upon iblely 
by local ckxrunvftances and ptefdnt events, 
only remove her into another fcene, dSftant 
fiKun the waitf & -^ has been i-elieving; 
place her m ,tbe lap of indulgence, fo 
forroonded with erfe and pleafure, fo im- 
paerfed mthe foftnefs of lifc;^ that diftrefs 

no 
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no laager fmds any accefs tut ber prefence^ 
but tbmugh ' the faiac and unaSe£ting 
medium of a didant repiefentatibn : thus 
reoiaved from the fight and found of 
that mi&ryr which, when prefent, fo tcsa^ 
deriy affeSied her, flie is apt to forget that 
miiery f>d(ft8 $ and as file hears but little, 
and fees notlmg of w tot and forrow, &e 
13 ready to fency that the world is grdwn 
happiei: than it was: in the meantime, 
with a qoiet confcience and a thoughtlefsr 
yahit^r, jhe hasl^een lavifhingon fuperfioU 
ties that moteey which &e would dieer- 
&Uy have given to a diaritable cafe, had 
fee not forgotten that any fuch were in 
eadftenoe, becaufe Pleaftsre had blocked 
up i!he avenues through which mifery 
ufed to find its way to her heart; and 
HOW, whfen again fuch a cafe forces itfelf 
into her prefence, ihe laments with reaf 
fincmty that the money is gone wMcfc 
flunild have Relieved it* 

In the meantime, perhaps, other 
women of lei$ natiersd Sympathy, bu(t 

whofc 
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whofe fympathies are under better reguh-t 
lion, or who aft from a principle which 
requires little ftimulus, have^ by a conflant 
courfe of felfnclenial, by a conflant atten- 
tion in refuiing themfelves unneceflary 
indulgencies, aiid by guarding againft 
that difiblting pleasure which melts 
down the firmed vittue that allows itfelf 
to bafk in its beams, have been quietly 
&rmfhinga regular provifion for miferies, 
which their knowledge of the (late of the 
world tells them are every where to be 
found, and which their obedience to the 
will of God tells Aem it is their duty to 
find out and to relieve ; and for the 
general expeftation to be called upon to 
relieve which^ the confcientioufly chari« 
t^ble will always be prepared. 

On fuch a mind as we have been de* 
fcribing. Novelty alfo will operate with- 
peculiar force, and in nothing more thaa 
in this article of charity. Old eftabMied 
mftitutions^ whofe continued exiftence 
jpfkv^ft depend o^ the continued bounty of 

th^t 
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that affluence to which they owed their 
origin, will be fometimes. neglefled, as 
prefenting no variety to the imagination, 
as having by their uniformity ceafed to be 
interefting ^ and having of courfe ceafed 
to excite thofe fprings of mere fenfitiv^ 
feeling which fet the charity agoing, and 
which are no longer capable of awakening 
thofe fudden emotions of tendernefs and 
gufts of pity, which newer forms of diftreft 
are necefiary to excite afrefh. As age 
comes on, that charity which has been 
the effe£i: of mere feeling, having been 
often difappointed in its high expedatiqns 
of the gratitude and fubfequent merit 
of thofe it has relieved, grows cold and 
rigid ; and by withdrawing its bounty, 
becaufe fome of its obje^s have been un- 
defervlng, it gives clear proof that what it 
bellowed was for its own gratificaticmi ; 
and now finding that felf-complacency at 
an end, it beftows no longer. Probably 
too the ca,ufe of fo much diiappointment 
may have been the ill choice of the objeSs 
■ . F which 



which feeling has led them to m^^ 
The fiimmer fbowerd oF mere feniibXtjr 
foon dry up, ^hiie the Uvhig:^mig of 
ChrilUaa charity flows alike in all feafoiK* 

Tlie impatienfce, levity, and ficklcnefs, 
t>{ which women have been fomcwhat too 
generally accufed, are perhaps not a Kttle 
ftr^gthened hy the littfcncfe and fii- 
voloiffnefsof female purfints, *liie fort of 
education they commonly receive, teaches 
giris to fet a great price ^n fmaH Aings. 
Befides this, t'hey -do i[iot always learn 
to keep a verycorreS: ^ale of ^iegr-ece 
for the vake of t?he objeifts of their ad*, 
miration mud antachment ; but \>y a kind 
^^nco«fcious idolatry, fhey rather make 
a mfsik of lofing fup-em^y ^ngs and 
perfons which ought 'to fee 4aved wiA 
moderadon and in a fubordinate degree 
Hoot one to the other. UnlutMly, Aey 
^nfider moderation as fo necefiarily iadi*- 
icating a^rold heaft and narrow ^fotil, ahi 
^fcey-look upon a ftate of indiffcpence wiik 
£> muchhorror, -that either to k)ve-« iiafe 

with 
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with eftef gy is fuppofed by thim to proceed 

&om ^. higher ftate of mind than is po& 

fcflfed by mote fteady and equable cha- 

rafters* Whereas it is in foft the criterioii 

of a warm but well direded fenfibility, 

that \d;ule it is capable of loving with 

energy, it muft be enabled by the judg- 

m^t which governs it^^ to fuit and adjuft 

its degree of intereft to the nature and 

es:ceilem:e of the obje^ about which it 

is merefted; for unreafonable prepdf- 

ieffioti) difproportionate attachm^it, and 

capricious or precarious fondnefs, is not 

fenfibiKty, 

EKceflivfi but unintentional flattery is 
another fault into which a ftrong fenfi*. 
biHty is ia danger of leading its poflefibr.^ 
A tend^ heart and a warm imagination 
€oi^re to throw a fort of radiance round 
the objed of their love, till they are 
dazded by a brightnefs of their own 
txtzmg. The worldly and fashionable 
boiTow the v^arm language of fenfibiMty 
tdthout having the fame warm feeling ; 

and 
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and young ladies get fuch a habit of 
faying, and efpecially of writing, fucb 
ever obliging and flattering things to each 
other, that this mutual politenefs, aided 
by the felf-Iove fo natural to us all, and by 
an unwillingnefs to fearch into our own 
hearts, ke^s up the illufion, and we get a 
habit of taking our charafter from the 
good we hmr of ourfelves, which others 
do not very well know, rather than from 
the evil vfcfeel in ourfelves, and which we 
therefore ought to be thoroughly ac-? 
quaiated with, 

Ungoverned fenfibility is apt to give 
a wrong direction to its. anxieties ; and its 
aSeftion oftea falls fhort of the true end of 
friendfhip- If the objeft of its regard 
happen to be iick, what inquiries ! what 
prefcriptions ! what an accumulation is 
made of cafes in which the remedy its 
fondnefs fuggefts has been fuccefsful! 
What an unaffedted tendernefs . for tke 
periflung body! Yet is this fenfibility 
equally alive to the immortal interefts of 

the 
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^e Mkkrl It ic tide Bknt and at ea&L 
when k coneemplated the deareft friend 
t)Qrfiftiflg in bpinioaa effimtialLy daiagerou^ i 
m practices ttuiqOeftibnat^ wrong ? Doel 
it not VieMT a}l tihid, not oi^y without a 
a geni^ous ardor to ffdb&l oDt ^h^ peril 
and refciie the friend ; but if th^tt £ri#n4 
|;e £3ppo&d txDfi^ d^g> jioeiif i^ ev^ 
niake ft the irr/r^/t/^ ol kindnefs to let het 
die undecehred^ What^>^tfani <^ tfvd 
lenfibility^ to itd> fpi^ the^^tin^^biixt not 
for the dangdt of thofe we ibv:^!; Now 
fee what fortdf fenfibiBtyftl^e; Bible 
teaches! ^^^ ^h^ fhalt: notrhiiDe thj 
^ brother hi thin^ htutj bttc thiitt fhalt 
^^ in any wife rdbuke Kitti, and flutit 
^ not ftffer fiii «pon blmV^ But let 
that tendemd^ which (hrlnki; from th^ 
idea- of efatpo&sg what it loves |da ino^ 
tneojtary pai^^:. %nre to ttlelf tlie bare 
{KiffibiGty thiit the 6b§e6b ci hss pmi fbn^ 
affection may not! be the 6bjodi tsi ibc 
' ' ' '■ . 

■'- -^icvit^tiiyak* 17." 
i^L. iu I Divine 
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Divine Cavonr! Let it fhrink from the 
bare conjefture that ^^ the famSisft friend 
^^ with whom it has taketi fweet; oounfeU" 
is going down to the gates of d&th un« 
waffled, mirepenting, unprepared S 

But mere human fenfibHity goes a 
fliorter way td wo3'k« Not being . able 
to give its friend the pain of hearing 
her faults or of knowing her danger, 
it Woiks itfetf up into the quieting delufibH 
that no' danger exifts, aSt leaft not for the 
objefls :of its own affe^on ; it gratifiei 
itfelf by . inventing a faly^tipn , fo com? 
prehenfiye:a& fhall take in all itfelf loves 
:with all their faults ; it cr^at^s to its own 
fond heart aaidealand exaggerated divine 
jmercyf which (hall pardon ^nd receive all 
in whont itfelf has an intereft, whether 
they be. good or whether they be evil. 

In regard to its application to reUgtous 
purpofes^ it is a ted that fisnfibiUty has 
received :itB true direction when Jt is fu* 
premely turned to the love of God : for to 
poflefs an overflowing fendnefs for our 
1 -T . felk)w« 
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Islldw-creatures and feHow fiancrs, and to 
he cold and infenfible to the Eflence ^i: 
goodnefs and ^ peifedion^ is an incon** 
liftency to which the feeUi^ heart ig; 
awfully liable* God has himfelf . the firft 
claSm to the fenfibil^ty he beitowed. ^^ He^ 
" J^Kfi loved u$ :'* this is a natural caufe 
©f love* " He loved us while we werer 
*^ finners :" this is a fupematural caufe* 
He continues to love us though we ni^leA 
his £LVours, and flight his mercies: this 
would wear out any, earthly kindnefs*. 
lie forgiven us, not petty neglefts, not 
occalional flights \ but grievous fins, re* 
peated offences, broken vows, ai>d un- 
requited . love* What human f)riendfliip 
performs offices (o calculated to touch 
the foul of fenfibility ? 

Thofe young women in whom feeling Ja 
indulged to the exclufion of reafon and 
examination, are peculiarly liable to be 
the dupes of prejudice, ra(h dediions, and 
falfe judgment. The underftanding hav« 
ipg but little power over the will, their 

I a affections 



aflfeftlcm are hot well poized^ and thar 
lirfndl arc kept in a Hate ready ta be afted 
u|)oti by the fluftuations of alternate 
feipnlfes'} by fudden and varying im- 
preflions;- by tafual and contradlftory 
circumftihces ; and by tmotkm& eidted by 
every accident; -Inftead of being guided 
by the bi-oiltl vle^ of generd* truth, and 
hating one fixed Jirittciple, they are driven 
bit by the impetuofity of the motnefttr 
Aiid tliis Impettiohty blinds the judgmefet 
as much as it miflfeads the coiiduft ; fo that, 
fot want of a habit of cool ihveftigation 
iivd inquiry, they ineiet every event with- 
6Ut ahy previbuily formed opinion oi' rule 
5f aftion. ^'' And "as they do not accuftom 
themfelves to appreciate the real value of 
things, their attention is as likely to be led 
aWay * by 'the under parts of a fubjeft, 
ki 'to ' feize 6A the leading fe^ure. l*e 
i&tne eagertiefo of mind which hinders 
the operation of the difcidihinating fe* 
cuities, leads alfo'to the error cif deter* 
niiiiin^; oil the rfefthude of an aftion by it^ 

fuccefs. 
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fuccefsy and to that of making the event 
of an undertaking decide on its juftice 
or propriety : it alfo leads to that fuper- 
ficial and erroneous way of judging which 
iaftens on exceptions, if they make in one's 
own fevour, as grounds of reafoiiing, 
while they lead us to ov^Jppk received 
and general ruks which tend to eftablifh 
a doftrine contrary to tbdr wiftes/ 

Open hearted, indifcreet girls, often 
pick up a few ftrong notions which are 
as falie In themfdves as they are popular 
among the clals in queftion: fuch as, 
<* that warm friends muft make warm 
*< enemies j'*— that ^ the generous love and 
^* hate with all their hearts;" — that "a 
•* reformed rake makes the beft huflbahd j** 
—that " there is no medium in marriage, 
•^ but that it is a ftate of exquifite happi-- 
•* nefs, or exquifite mifery j** with many 
other doftrines of equal currency and 
equal foundnefs. Thefc they confider as 
axioms, aud adopt as rules of life. From 
th^ two firft of thefe oracular fayings girls 

1 3 are 
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are in no fmall danger of becoming unjuft 
through the very warmth of their hearts ; 
for they will get a habit of making their 
eftimate of the good or ill qualities of 
others, merely in proportion to the greater 
or lefs degree of kindnefs which they 
themfelves have received from them. Their 
eftimation of general charader is thus 
formed on infulated and partial grounds $ 
on the accidental circumftance of perfenal 
predilection or perfonal pique. Kindneis 
to themfelves or their friends involves all 
poffible e:^cellence; negledt includes aU 
imaginable defers. Friendflup and grati- 
tude cpn and fliould gQ a great way ; but 
as they cannot convert vice into virtue, fo 
they ought never to cpnveu truth into 
falfehood. And it npiay be the more 
lieceflfary to b^ upon our guard in tWs 
inftancp, beca^ufe the very idea of gratitude 
may miflead us, by converting injuftice 
into the fembl^nce of a virtue. Warm 
^xpreflions therefore fhould be limited 
$0 t^t conveying a fenfe of oyr ow?i 

individual 
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kidividual obligations which are real, 
rather than employed to give an imprelBoa 
of general excellence in the perfon who 
has obliged us, which may be imaginary* 
A good man is ftill good though it may 
mot have fallen in his way to obUge or 
ferve us ; nay, though . he may have 
negleded or even unintentbnally hurt 
us ; and fm is ftill fin though committed 
by the peribn in the world we beft love^ 
and to whom we are moft obliged. 

We come next to that fatal and moft 
indelicate, my grofs maxim^ that a re« 
formed rake makes the beft hufi>and } an 
aphorifm to which the principles and the 
happnefs of fo many young women have 
been facrificed^ It goes upon the pre« 
pofterous fuppofidon, not only that effeds 
do not follow caufes, but that they oppofe 
thera; on the fuppofition, diat habitual 
vice creates reditude of character, and 
diat fin produces happiners ; thus flatly 
contradi^Hng what the moral government 
of Cod uniformly exhibits in the courfe of 

1 4 hnmm 



Attmaa tvefttb, and ^vAtit tcviAgAbA fh( 
evldendy and uAtverftUif tieadbes. 

For it ftotrld be oMmed, tfatt fbe 
reformation is genbrally, if not alwaya^ 
fuppofed to be brought about by tibe afi- 
tonquering foifxe of female chkrms. Let 
but a prodigate young man have a ppinttJo; 
carry by wming tiie laflfedtions bf a vai^ 
and titoogfatie& gn-1; he will be^ his 
$tttack upon her heart by imdermmmg her 
religious principles, and aitfitily removing 
every imp^dimetit whid^ might faav^ ob^ 
ftru£ted her Tieoctving th^ addreiE» df a 
man withoat cbarasfter. And whtk he; 
^11 lead her, 3K>t to hear xmmed vAthm 
out ridicule that change of heart which 
Scripture teach^ and ex|[)enenpe proveis 
the power of Dh^e grade can work bn a 
yidoas charader ; while he will teach her 
to fneer at a diangci which he ^wmild 
treat with conteinpt, as a really miraculous 
converfidnj yet he will not fcruple to 
fwear that the power of h«r beauty has 
worked an infttotaneous «ina equally com- 

plete 
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plete retolution in his own loofe prao 

dec 
But fuppofing it poffible that his tcr 

fonnation were genuine, it would even 
then by no means involve the truth of 
her propofition, that paft libertinifm in- 
furcs future felicity} yet many a weak 
giiii confirmed in this palatable doOrine, 
by examples flie ba$ frequently admired 
^ (hefe furprififig reformations, fo con- 
yeniently effed:ed in the laft fcene of mxA 
pi our comedies, has not fcmpled to rifc 
her earthly and eternal hsq^pineft with a 
man, who is not aftamed to afcribe to the 
iafluen^e of her beauty that power of 
phangii^ the heart which he Impioufly 
^enies to Omnipotence itfel£ 

As to the laft of tbefe praftical apho- 
nfins, ? that there is no medhim in 
\^ marriage, b\it that it is a ftate of exiqui- 
1* file happinefs or exquifite mifery ;*' this, 
though not equally finful, is equally de- 
lufive: for marriage is only one certsun 
modification of human life, and human 

life 
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life is not commonly in itfelf a ftate of 
exquiiite extremes; but is ufually that 
mixed and moderate ftate, fo naturally 
dreaded by thofe who fet out with fancy- 
ing this world a ftate of rapture, and fo 

naturally expefted by thofe who know it 
to be a ftate of |)robati9n and difdpline. 
Marriage, therefore, is only one condition, 
and often the beft condition, of that im- 
perfed ftate of being which, though 
ieldom very exquifite, is often very toler- 
aible ; and which may yield much comfort 
to thofe who do not look for conftant 
tranfport* But unfortunately, thofe who 
find themfelves difappointed of the un- 
ceafing raptures they had anticipated in 
marriage, difiiainii^ to fit down with fo 
poor a provifton as comfort, and fcoming 
the acceptance of that moderate lot which 
Providence commonly beftows, with a 
view to check defpondency and to repreft 
prefumptipn; give themfelves up to the 
pther alternative; and, by abandonmg 
ihm beiu:t$ to difcpptent, make to them- 
felves 
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felves that mifery with which their fervid 
ima^nations had filled the oppofite fcale* 

The truth is, thefe young ladies are 
very apt to pick up their opinions, lefs 
from the divines than the poets j and 
the poets, though it mud be confeflfed 
they are fome of the beft embellifhers «f 
life, are not quite the lafeft condu&ers 
through it : as in travelling through a 
wildemefs, though we avail ourfelves <>i 
the harmony of finging birds, to render 
the grove delightful, yet we never think 
of following them [as guides, to condu^ 
us through its labyrinths« 

Thofe women, in whoin the natural 
defefts of temper have been ftrengthened 
by an education which fofters their 
faults, are very dextrous in availing them-? 
felves of a hint, when it favours a ruling 
inclination, foothes vanity, indulges i4« 
dolence, or gratifies their love of power* 
They have heard fo often from their 
favourite fentimental authors, and their 
wore pattering inal^ frigJids, " that wheiii 

<• pature 
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^ nature denied them ftrength, flic gave 
. ^^ them facinating graces in compenfetion ; 
** that their ftrength confifts in their 
^ weaknefs ;'* and that ^ they are en, 
^ dowed with arts of perfuaiioa which 
^ fupply the abfence of force, and the 
•* place of reafon ;'^ that they Iearn> in 
time, to pride themfelves on that very 
weaknefs, and to become vain of their 
imperfections j till at length they begin 
to claim for their defeGts, not only pardon, 
but admiration. Hence they get to cheri& 
a fpecies of feeling ix^hich, if not checked, 
terminates in exceflive fellifh&efs; they 
karn to produce their inability to bear 
contradidion as a proof of theu* tender-, 
itefs; and to indulge in that fbrtof irri- 
-tabflity, in all that relates to themfelves, 
i which inevitably leads to the utter ex- 
elufioa^ of all intereft in the fufferings of 
others. Inftead of eKercifing their fen- 
fibility in the wholefome duty of relieving 
diftrefs and viiiting fcenes of for row, that 
^fenfibifity itfelf is pleaded as a reafon for 

their 
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their not bemg able to «idure fightg of 
VfOQj and for ihunning the diftre& it 
fhould be charted in removing. Ths^ 
exquifite ienfe of feeling which God im^ 
planted in the heart as a ilimulus to: 
quicken ua hi relieving the miferies of > 
others, is thus introverted, and learns to* 
confider Jilf not as the agent, but the. 
objedt of compaflion. Tendernefs is made* 
an excafe foir being hard-hearted; and 
inftead of drying the weeping eyes o£ 
others, this fa5fe dfelicacy referv^ its owa 
felfifli tears for the more elegant and' 
lefs expenfive forrows of the melting 
novel or the pathetic tragedy. 

When feefing ftimulates only to felf* 
indulgence ; when the more exquifite 
affections of fympathy and pity evaporate 
in fentimient, inftead of flo^ving out in 
a^ve charity, exerting itlTelf in all the 
rarioui fiiapes of afEftance, proteftJon, or 
confolation for every (pecies of diftrefs ; 
k is ah evidence that the feeling is of a 

fpuriou* 
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Q)uriou$ kind ; and inftead of being noti* 
rifhed as an amiable tendernefs, it fliould 
be fubdued as a fond and bafe felf4ove. 

That idlenefs, to whofe cruel inroads 
many women of . fortune are imhappily 
expofed, from not having been trained to 
Gonfider whoielbme occupation, vigorous 
exertion^ and fyftematic employment as 
making part of the .indifpenfable duties 
of life, lays them open to a tboufand evils 
of this kind, from which the ufeful and 
the bufy are exempted : and, perhaps^ it 
would not be eafy to find, a more pitiable 
objeft than a woman with a great deal 
of time and ,a great deal of money on 
het hands, who, never having been taught 
the confdentious ufe t of either, fqiianders 
both at random, or rather moulders both 
away, , without pl^m, without principle, 
stnd without pleafure ; all whofe projeds 
begin and terminate in felf } who coQ<^ 
fiders the reft of the world only as they 
may be. fubfervient to her gratification j 

and 
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and to whom it never occurred, that both 
her time and money were given for the 
gratification and good of others. 

It is not much to the credit of the 
other fex, that they now and then lend 
themfidves to the indulgence of this fclfifli 
^irit in thdr wives, and cherifli by a kind 
of falfe fondnefs thofe fauhs which fliould 
be combated by good fenfe and a reafon- 
able counteraction ; flothfuUy preferring 
a little falfe peace, the purchafe of pre- 
carious quiet, and the reputation of good 
nature, to the higher duty of forming 
the mind, fixing the principles, and 
ftrengthening the charafter of her with 
whom they are connefted. Perhaps too, 
a jittle vanity in the hufband helps out 
his good nature ; he fecretly rewards him* 
felf by the confcidufnefs of his fuperiority ; 
he feels a felf-compjacency in his patienc 
GondeCcenfion to her weaknefs, whicb 
tacitly flatters his own ftrength: and he 
is, as it were,' paid for (looping by the 
^u;reafed fenfe of bis own tallnefs. Seeing 

... « alfo. 
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alfo, perhaps, but little c£ other wdmefi^ 
he gets to believe that they are aU pretty 
much alike, and that, as a man of fenfef, 
he muft content himfelf with tvhat he 
takes to be the cbmmon lot* Whereas, 
in truth, by hi$ xniTplaced indulgence, he 
has rather made his own lot th?ui drawri 
it ; and thus, through an indolent ddlpair 
in the hufband of being able to improve 
by oppofing them, it happens that help-. 
lefs, fretful, and daudling wives ofi:eh 
acquire a inore po:ytrerful afcendancy than 
the moft difcreet and amiable women; 
and- that the mod abfolute female tyranny 
is eftablilhed by theie fickly and caprici4 
ous humours. 

The poets again, who, to do them 
jufUde, are alv^ys ready to leild >a^j)elping 
hand when any imfchief is to be done^ 
have cpntributed their foil fhare towards 
confirming tteefe feminine £^il^8 1 they 
have ftrengthened by adulatory ma^ims^ 
fobg in feducing ftrains, thofe fkuks 
which their talents and theb influ«ice 
t • fliould 
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ftouid have been employed m correfting. 
When fair and youthful females are cqm- 
plimented with being 

Rne by dcfcd and delicately weak ! 

Is not a ftandard of feeblenefs held out to 
them to which vanity will gladly refort, 
and to which fbftnefs and indolence can 
eafily z€t up^ or rather xid down^ if I may 
be allowed the ^3^preffion I 

When ladies . are told by jhe fiime 
mifleadijig, but to them high^ authority; 
that ^^ fmiles and tears are the irrefiftible 
" arms with which Nature has furhifhed 
" them for conquering the ftrdng," wll 
they not eagerly fly to this cheap and 
ready artillery, inftead of labouring to 
fumifli themfelves with a reafonable mind, 
an equable temper, and a meek and quiet- 
fpirit ? 

Every animal is endowed by Providence 
with the peculiar powers adapted to its 
nature and its wants ; while none, except 
the human, by grafting art on natural 

yoj.. II. K fagacity, 
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£igacity, injures or mars the gift. Spoilt 
^omen, who fancy there is ibmething more 
ficqtiant and alluring in the mutable graces 
of caprice, than in the monotonous 
fmoothnefs of an even temper, and who 
alfo having heard much, as was obferved 
t>efore, about their ^^ amiable weaknefs/* 
learn to look about them for the bed 
fuccedan^imi to flrength, the fuppded 
abfence of which they fometimes end^u 
vour to fiipply by artifice* By this engine 
the weakef): woman frequently fiimiihes 
the converfe to the famous reply of the 
French Minifter, who, when he was accufed 
of governing the mind of that feeble Queen 
Mary de Medicis by fprcery, replied, 
*^ that the only forcery he bad ufed was 
^ that influence which flrong minds ror 
** turally have over weak ones." 

But though it be fair fo to fludy the 
tempers, defefts, and weaknefles of others 
as to convert our knowledge of them 
to the promotion of their benefit and our 
own ; and though it be making a lawful 

ufe 
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tife of our penetration to avail ourfelves of 
the faults of others for " their good to 
** edification;** yet all deviations from 
the ftrait fine of truth and fimplicity; 
every plot infidiouQy to turn influence to 
un&ir account ; all contrivances to extort 
from 1 bribed complaifance what reaibn 
and juftice would refufe to our iy<rilhe8 ; 
thefe ^e fitoie of the operations of that 
loweft and utoft defjpicable engine, felfifh 
dunning, by which Sttle minds fimtimes 
govern great onesm 

And unlutkily^ w6men^ ftom their 
natural defire to pleafe, and from their 
fbmedmei doubting by what means this 
grand end may be beft effeSed^ are iA 
more danger of being-^*.d into diffimu- 
lation thaii men ; for diflimulation is the 
refult of we^nefs, and tfi^ i^efuge of 
doubt and diftruft, rather than of confcious 
ftr^igth, the dangers of which lie another 
Wdy# Franknefs^ truth, and fimplicity, 
iherefore^ as they are inexpreflibly charnx^ 

K 2 ing, 
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ing, fo are they peculiarly commendable in 
\vomen, and nobly evince that, while they 
wifli to pleafe, (and why fhould they not 
wifh it ?) they difdain to .have recourfe 
to any thing but what is fair, and juft, and 
honorable to effeft it ; that they fcorn to 
attain the mod: dedred end by any but the 
moft lawful means. The beauty of fim- 
plicity is indeed fo intimately felt and 
generally acknowledged by all who have a 
true tafle for.perfonal, moral, or intellectual 
beauty, that women of the deepeit artifice 
often find their account in afluming' an 
exteripr the moft foreign to their char^jft^jr j 
and by affefting the moft ftudied naivete^ It 
is curious to fee the quantity of art fome 
people put in prance |n or^er to appear 
natural ; and the deep defign which is fet 
^t work to ^hihit Jimplkity. And indeed 
this feigned fimplicity is the moft uiif- 
chi^vous, becaufe the moft engaging of all 
thfe IVoteus forms which diffimuUtioA can 
put on. For the moft free smd bold fenti- 

ments 
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ments have been fometimes hazarded with 
fatal fuccefs under this unfufpefted mafk. 
And an innocent, quiet, indolent, artlefs 
manner has been adopted as the moft 
refined and fuccefsful accompaniment of 
fentiments, ideas, arid defigns, neither inno- 
cent, quiet, nor aniefs. 
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CHAP. . XVL 

On diftpaiion and the modem habits' (f 

fc^ionable life* 

Perhaps the interefts of true friend/hip^ 
elegant converfation, mental improvement^ 
focial pleafure, maternal duty, and con- 
jugal comfort, never received fuch a blow 
as when Fafliion iffued out that arbitrary 
and univerfal decree, that every body mu/l 
be acquainted with every body ; together 
with that confequent, authoritative, but 
rather inconvenient claufe, that every body 
muji alfo go every where every night. The 
devout obedience paid to this law is in- 
compatible with the very being of friend- 
fliip ; for as the circle of acquaintance 
expands, and it will be continually expand- 
ing, the affeftions will be beaten oiit into 
fuch thin lamina as. to leave little folidity 

remaining. 



remaking; The heart which ia cdntmualljr 
txhitifting itfelf in profe(Bons groves coM 
luld hard. The feelings of kindnefs di* 
ttiittifii in proportion as the expreilion of 
kindnefs becomes more diffufe and indif« 
criminate. The very traces of " fimplif> 
** city said godly fincerirjr** in a delicate 
female, wear away imperceptibly by con« 
ftaat coUiiion with the world at large* 
And perhaps no woman takes fo littk 
intereft in the happinels of her real friends^ 
as (hi whofe aflnedions ai^ incefiantly eva- 
porating in imiverfal civilides ; as Ihe who 
is faying fond and flattcrmjf things at 
randon^ to a circle • of five hundred every 
night. 

The dedme and fall of animated and 
inftru£tive converfaiion has been in a good 
meafure effeded by this barbarous project 
of afTembling en maffe. An excellent pre- 
late^, with whofe friendihrp the author was 
long honoured, and who himfelf excelled 

* The late Bffliop Hprne. 

K 4.. in 
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in the art of ccriverfatiori, ufed to reinM-fcv' 
that a few years had btought about a 
great revolution in the manners of fociet/: 
that it ufed to be the cnftom, ptevioufly 
to going into company, to think that 
fomething was to be commuuicated or 
received, taught or learnt j that the powefs 
of the underftanding were expeded tp 
be brought into exercife, and that it was 
therefore neceflary to quicken the ii»nd> 
by reading and thinking, for the ihare the 
individual might beeicpe&ed to take in the 
general difcourle j but that knowledge,* 
and tafte, and. wit, and erudition, feemed 
now to be fcatcely confiderbd as necefl&ry 
materials to be brought into the pleafure- 
able commercev^of the world ; in which 
I there was little cjiance of turning thetti 

\ to much account j and therefore he who 

« pofleffed them, and he who poffeffed them 

jipt, were nearly on a footing* 

It is obvious alfo that muldtudinous 
affemblies are fo little favourable to that 
eheerfulnefs vibicliit Ihould feem to be their 

14 very 
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very end to promote, that if there were 
any chemical procefs by which the quantum 
of fpirits animal or intelle£lual could be 
lEifcertained the diminution would be found 
to have been inconceivably great, fince the 
transformation of man and woman from a 
focial to a gregarious animal. 

But if it be true as to the injury which 
friendfhip, fociety, and cheerfulnefs, have 
fuftained by this change of manners, how 
much more pointedly does the remark 
apply to family. happinefs ! 
• Notwithftanding the known fluftuation 
of manners and the mutability of language, 
could it be forefeen, when the Apoftle 
Paul exhorted '* married women to be 
*• keepers at home,** that the time would 
arrive when that very phrafe would be 
feleded to defignate one of the moft 
decided ads of diflipation ? Could it be 
forefeen that when a fine lady fliould fend 
out a notification that on fuch a night (he 
ihall be at home, thefe two words (be- 
fides intimating the rarity of the thing) 

would 
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would prefedt to the mmd an image the 
mod undomejtic which language ca& 
convey ? My country readera, who may 
require to have it explained that thefe two 
magnetic words now poflefs the powerful 
influence of drawing together every thing 
fine within the iphere of their attraftion, 
may need alfo to be apprized, that the * 
gueils afterwards are not afked what was 
Jaid by the company, but whether the 
trowd was prodigious ? The rule for d^ 
ciding on the merit of a fa^fliionable fodety 
not being by the tafte or the fpirit, but \ff 
the fcore and the hundred. The queftion 
of pleafure, like a Parliamentary cpiefti(Hi, 
is now carried by numbers. And when 
two parties modifh, like two parties poli- 
tical, are run one agaii^ another on the 
fame night, the fame kind of mortification 
attends the leader of a defeated minority, 
the fame triumph attends the exulting 
carrier of fuperior numbers, in the one 
cafe as in the other. 



An 
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An eHiinaat divine has faid, that ^' per- 
** feverauce ia prayer will either make 
** a mail leave oflF finning, or a conti- 
*' auance in fin will make him leave off 
^* prayer/' This remark may be accom- 
modated to thofe ladies who, while they arc- 
devoted to the enjoyra«its of the world, 
yet retain confiderable folicitude for the 
inftrufticxi of their daughters. But if 
they are really in earneft to give them a 
Chriftian education, they muft thetnfelve^^ 
renounce a diffipated life. Or if they 
jefolve to purfue the chace of pieafure 
they muft renounce this prime duty, Gmi- 
traries cannot unite. The moral nurture 
of a tall daughter can no more be ad- 
miniftered by a mother whofe time b 
abforbed by crowds abroad, than the phyfi- 
cal nurture of her infant offsprmg can 
be fupplied by her in a perpetual abfence 
from home. And is not that a prepofter- 
ous afiedion which leads a mother to 
devote a few months to the inferior duty of 
furnifhing aliment to the mere animal life, 

and 
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and then to defert her poll when the 
more important moral and intelleftual 
cra\dngs require luftenance ? This great 
objeft IS not to be effeded with the (hreds 
and parings rounded off from the circle of 
ia diflipated life j but in order to its ade- 
quate execution the mother fliould carry 
it on with the fame fpirit and perfeverance 
at home, which the father thinks it ne- 
ceffary to be exerting abroad in his public 
duty or profeffional engagements. 

The ufual vindication, and in theory 
it has a plaufible found, which has been 
offered for the large portion of time fpent. 
by women in acquiring ornamental talenCi 
is, that they are calculated to make the 
poffeffor love home, and that they in- 
nocently fill up the hours of leifure. The 
plea has indeed fo promifing an appear^ 
ance that it is worth inquiring whether it 
be in faft true. Do we then, on fairly 
purfuing the inquiry, difcover that thofe 
who have fpent nioft time in fuch light 
acqujfitions, are really remarkable for lov- 
ing 
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Ing home or ftaymg quietly there? or 
that when there, they are fedulous in turn- 
ing time to the bed account ? I fpeak not 
of ^ that rational and refpe&able clafs of 
women, who, applying (as many of thent 
do) thefe elegant talents to their true pur- 
pofe, employ them to fill up the vacancies- 
of better occupations, and to embellifli the 
leifure of a life adively good. But do 
we generally feq that even the moft valu- 
able and fober part of the reigning femala 
acquifitions leads their poHeflbr to fcenes 
moft fj^vourable to the enjoyment of them ? 
to fcenes which we ihould naturally liip*^ 
pofe fhe would feek, in oj^derto the more 
effectual cultivation of fuch rational plea*; 
fures? 

Would not thofe delightful purfuits, 
botany and drawing, for inftance, feem 
likely to court the fields, the woods, and 
gardens of the paternal feat, as more con-r 
genial to tJirir^ nature, and more appro* 
priate to their exercife, jthaii barren water* 
ing places, deftitute of ji tree, or aa herb,, 

ox 
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or a flower, or an hour's interval from 
fiicceflive plcafures, to profit by them 
even if they abonnded with the whole 
TegetaWe world from the ** Cedar of Le- 
•* banon to the Hyflbp on thfe' wal!.** 
• From the mention of watctmg places, 
may the smtfiot be allowed to fuggcft a 
few remarks on the evils which have 
^rifen from the general confpitacy of the 
gay to ufurp the regions of the fick; 
^d <6nvcrting th^ bealth-reftoring fbun^ 
tains, m^ant as a refuge for dileafe, into 
the refcirts of vanity for^tfeofc who have 
]K> dlf^fe but idlenefs ? 

- This inability of flaying at home, as it 
h one of the moft infallible, fa it is one of 
die moft dangerous fymptoms of the 
veigning mania^ It would be more 
tolerable, 4id this epidemic matedy only 
brdak^ out as ibrmerly, during the winter, 
or fome one feafon. Heretofore, the 
tenantry and the poor, tile natmal dc* 
|)endentB on the rural man(ions of the 
|]f)iuleht, hs^ iookc -definite period to whiclii 

they 
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they might joyfully look forward fo! the 
approach of thofe patrons, part of whofe 
bufinefs in Hfe it is, to influence by their 
prefence, to inftruft by that example, to 
footh by th^ir kindnefs, and to affift by 
their liberality, thofe, whom Providence 
in the diftribution of human lots, has 
placed under their more immediate pro- 
tedion. Though it would be far from 
truth to ajHert that diflipated people are 
never charitable, yet I will venture to fay, 
that diffipation is inconfiftettt with the 
fpirit of charity. That affefting precept 
followed by fo gracious a promife, " Never 
** turn away thy face from any poor man, 
** and then the face of the Lord fhall 
** never be turned away from thee,** 
cannot literally mean that we fhould give to 
all, as then we^hould foon have nothing left 
to give : but it feems to intimate the habitual 
attention, the duty of inquiring out all 
cafes of diftrefs^ in order to judge which 
sre fit tQ be refieved j now for this inquiry 

the 
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the diffipated have little tafte and lefe 
leifure. 

Let a realbnable conjecture (for calcu-* 
lation would fail]) be made* of how large 
ai dimuniticMi of the general good has been 
cffefted in this fingle refpeft, by caufes, 
which, though they do not feem import* 
$nt in themfelves, yet make no inconfider- 
^le part of the mifchief ariiing from 
Bpiodem manners : and I fpcak now to 
perfons who intend iQ be charitable. What 
a deduftion will be made from the aggre- 
g;ite of charity, by a circumftance appa^ 
r^ntly trifling, when we conlider what 
wo^ld be the beneficial effei^s of that 
tegular bounty ivhiph mpft almpfl; un» 
avoidably refplt from the evening ^.walks 
Qf a great and benevolent family among 
the cottages of their own 4Qmain : the 
tfioufand little a£ts of, comparatively, uut 
^penfive kindnefs which the ^ht of 
petty wants and difEculties would excite j 
wants^ which will fcarcely be felt in th^ 

relation j 
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relatio!i; and wMch will probably be 
ndtfaer feen, nor felt, nor iairly repre* 
Ibnted, m their long abfences, by an- 
agent. And what is even almoft more 
than the good d(Hie, is the haUt of mind 
kept up in thofe who do it : would not 
this habit exercifed on the Chriftian prin* 
ciple, that ** even a cup of cold water,** 
given upon right metive^^ (ball not lofe 
its reward j while the giving " all their 
** goods to feed the poor/* without the 
true frincipk of charity fball profit them 
nothing; would Hot diis habit, I fay, be 
almoft the beft part of the education of 
daughters * ? 

But 

* It would be a pleafant fummer amufement for 
our young ladies of fortune, if they were to prefidc 
at fuch fpinning feafbs as are inftituted ^ Nttneham 
ioT the promotion of virtvic and induftr}^ in tteir own 
(ex. Pleafurable anniyerfaries of this kind would 
{erve to combine in the minds of the poor two 
ideaSf whictt oug}it never to be feparated, but which 
they are not very forward to unite,— that the ptat^ 
wifh to make them hafpy as well as good. Occa- 

VOL. It. ' If fionai 
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But tr^plant this wealthy and bomi'* 
tiful family periodically amidft the frivo- 
lous and uninterefting buftle of the water- 
ing place ; where it is not denied that 
frequent) pUblic and faihionable a£ts of 
charity may make a part, and it is well 
they do make part, of the bufinefs and 
of the amufement of the day^ with this 
latter, indeed, they are fometimes goodr 
naturedly mixed up. .But how fhall we 
compare the jegular fyftematical good 
thefCiperfons would be doing at their own 
home, .with the li^t^ ^4 amufmg, and 
buftiing bounties- of t]iefe public pfeces ? 
The illegal raffle at the toy-fhop, for 
fbme diftrefs, which though it may be 
real, and which if real ought to be re- 
lieved, is yet lefs eafily afcertained than 



fional approximations of the rich and poor, for the 
purpofes of relief and inftru6tion, atid annual meetings 
for the purpofe of innocent pleafure, would do much 
tQwards wearing away difcontent, and contribute to 
rcconplle the lower clafs to that ftate in which it has 
pleafed God to place them, 

the 
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the wanta of their own poor, or the debts 
of their diftreffed tenants; How (hall we 
compare: the broad ftream x)f bounty 
which fhould be flowing through and re- 
frefliing whole diftrift$^ with the penu- 
rious current of the fubfcription breakfaft 
for the needy mufician, in which the price 
of the gift is taken out in the diverfion^ 
and in which pleafure dignifies itfelfwith 
the oame. of bounty ? How (hall we com- 
pare the attention, and time, and zeal 
which . would otherwife, perhaps, be d^- 
voted to the village fchool, fpcnt in hawk- 
uig^ about' benefit tickets for a broken 
player, while the kindnefs of the bene&Cr 
trefsy perhaps, is rewarded by fcene^ in 
which her charity is not always repaid by 
the purity .of the exhibition* • . ^ 

Fv. be it from the author to wifh to 
check the full tide of charity wherever it 
is difpofed to flow ! Would flie could muU 
tiply the already abulidant ftreams„ and 
behold every fource purified ! But in the 
pubUc reforts there^ are many who an^ 

L 2 able . 
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able and ivilling to give. Ihthefequef- 
txred, though populous village, there 18^ 
perhaps, only one affluent family : the diC< 
ttefs which they ^o not bishold^ will ptoba* 
bly not be attended to : the diftrfefs which 
they do not relieve Hvlil prbBably hot b6 
relieved at all : the wrongs which fhey do 
not redrefs will go unredreflfed : the op- 
preffed whom they do not refcue w31 fink 
under the tyranny of the oppreflbr. 
'through their own rural domains too, 
charity runs in a clearer current, and is 
bfs polluted with any fufpicion of that 
muddy tinfture which it is fom^times apt to 
ccntraft in pafling through the infipuro 
ftiil of the world. 

- But to return from this too fong digref- 
fion : the old ffandiiig obje^ion formerly 
brought forward by the prejudices of the 
Other fisx, and too e&gerly laid hold im 
as aihelter for indolence and ^noranceby 
ours> was, that kitetleCtual aceomplt&j- 
»icnt$ too iiuch abforbed the thoughti 
•ml effeiaions, took women dff from tfe6 

neceffary 
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mceSEaay ;|tt^Qtk)n to dompftic^ dmk$, aa^ 
fuperiiiduised a contempt or nagle& of 
whatever was ufeful. — 3ut it k peculug-ly 
the chara4f?r of the pre%it day to dieted ab- 
furd opiiuo^s, aad expofe plaufibjie thieories 
by the fimp^e ai^d decifive anfwer of expiep- 
ment j aad it is prefumed that this popu- 
lar error) as weU as others, is daily re- 
ceiving the refutation of aftual experience. 
For it cannot furcly be maintained on 
ground that is any longer tenable, that 
acquirements truly rational are calculatec^ 
to draw off the mind &om real dutiies. 
"Whatever removes prejudices, whatever 
Emulates induftry, whatever reifUfies the 
judgment, whatever correfts feltcon* 
ceit, whateva* purifies the tafte, and raifes 
the undemanding, will be likely to cohtri* 
bute to moral excellence : to woman 
moral excellence is the grand objed of 
education; and of moral excellence, dome& 
tic life is to woman the appropriate fphere* 
Count over the lift of females who have 
made fbipwreck of their fame and virtue^ 

L3 and 
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and have furniflied the moft hmentabU 
examples of the dereliftion 6f liunily duties j 
and the number will not be found com 
fiderable who have been led aftray by the 
purfuit of knowledge. And if a few de- 
plorable inftances of this kind be produced, 
it will commonly be found that there was 
little infufion in the minds of fuch women 
of that corre€Ung principle without which 
all other knowledge only ** puflFeth up." 

iTie time nightly expended in late 
female vigils is expended by the light of 
far other lamps than thofe which are fed by 
the ftudent's oil ; and if families are to be 
found who are neglefted through too 
much ftudy in themiftrefs, it wiH probably 
be proved to be Hoyle, and not Homer, 
who has robbed her children of her time 
and aflFeftions. For one family which has 
been neglefted by the mother*^ paffion for 
books, an hundred have been deferted 
through her paffion for play. The huf- 
band of a faihionable woman will not often 
^nd that the library is the apartment the 

cxpencesi 
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expences of which involve him in debt or 
difgrace. And for one literary flatten! 
who now manifeft^ her indifference to her 
hufband by the negledb of her . pcrfon^ 
there are fcores of elegant fpendthrifts whQ 
ruin (heirs by excefs of decorationt 

May I digrefs a little while I remaiic^ 
diat I am fer from affertiijg that literature 
has never filled women with vanity and 
felf-conceit ; but 1 will afiert, that la 
general thcrfe whom books ^ aye ftippofed 
to have fpoiled^ would have been ipoiledin 
another way without them. She who is a 
vain pedant becaufe flie l^s read much, 
has probably that defed in her mind 
which would have oiade her a vain fool if 
ihe had read nothing. It is not her hav- 
ing more knowledge but lefs fJsnlc, which 
makes her infufferable j and illiteracy 
would have added little to her value, for it 
is not what (he has, but what flie wants, 
which makes her unpleafant. Thele 
inftaaces too only fumifli a frefli argument 

1*4 for 
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for the general cultmttloii of the £uaate 
inmd. The wider diffufion of found 
knowledge would remoro tbc^ temptation 
to be vain which may he excited by its 
rarity* 

But while we would aflfert that a woman 
of a cultivated intelled is not driven by the 
fitme neceffity into the giddy whirl of 
public refort ; who but regrets that real 
cultivadon does not inevitably |>refer¥eher 
from it ? No wonder that inanity of cha- 
raAer, Aat vacuity of mind, that torpid 
ignorance, fiiouM plunge into dffipation as 
dieh: natural refuge j fliould fedk to, bury 
their infignificance in the crowd of preffing 
multitudes, and hope t6 efcape analytic 
and detedion in the tmdiftinguifhed mafles 
of ml^ed affemblies ! TAen attrition rubs 
all bodies fmooth, and makes all fiirfaces 
alike } thither fuperficial and external acr 
compiifliments paturally fly as to their 
proper fcene of aftipn ; as to a field where 
competition is in perpetual exercife j where 

the 
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the laurels of admiration are to be won, 
and the. trophies of vanity triumphantly 
carried off! 

It would indeed be malter of little CQm<^ 
parative regret, if this corrupt air were 
only breatbed by thole of the above 
deficriptacm whofe natural element it feems 
to be ; but who can forbear regretting 
that the power of fafhion attrads alfo into 
this impure and unwholefome atmofphere 
niinds of a better make, of .higher aim® 
said ends, of more ethereal temper? 
Minds who, renouncing enjoyments for 
which th^y have a genuine tafte, and 
which would make them really happy, 
negl^ fociety they love and purfuits they 
admire, in order that they m9,j/eem hs^py 
93^db^ faihioqable in the chace of pleafures 
they d^>iefe, and in comj^y they dit 
^pp^rove ! Gut no (x^rrednefs of tafte, no 
depth of knowledge, will infallibly preferve 
^ woman from this contagion^ unlefs her 
{leart be imprefied with a deep Chriftian 
conviction that ihe is refponfxble for the 

« application 



154 <^ DISSIPATION, AND THE 

appKcation of knowledge as well as for the 
dedication of time. 

This contagion is fo deep, fo wide, and 
fatsJ, that if I were called upon to affign 
the predominant caufe of the greater part 
of the misfortunes and corruptions of' the 
great and gay in our days, I Ihould not 
look for it principally in any feemingly 
great or ftriking caufe j not in the praSice 
of notorious vices, not originally in the 
dereliction of Chriftian principle; but 
I ihould not hefitate to afcribe it to a 
growing, regular, fyftematic feries of 
amufements ; to an inceflant, boundlefs, 
and not very difreputable dissipation. 
Other corruptions, though more formidable 
in appearance, are yet lefs fatal in Come 
refpeOs, becaufe they leave us intervals to 
refleft on their turpitude, and fpkit. to 
lament their excefTes : but diffipation h 
the more, hopelefs, as by engroffing almoft 
the whole of life, and enervating the whole 
moral and intelleftual fyftem, k leaves 
neither time for reflexion, nor fpace for 

felf. 
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felf^xamination, nor temper for the che« 
rifhing of right affe£tions, nor leifure for 
the operation of found principles, nor in- 
terval for regret, nor vigour to refift 
temptation, nor energy to ftruggle for 
amendmentt 

The great mafter of the fcience of plea*- 
fure among the ancients, who reduced it 
into a fyftem, which he called the chief ^ 
good of marij direded that there fhould be 
interval enough between the fuccelSon of 
delights to iharpen inclination ; and ac- 
cordingly inflituted periodical days of ab^ 
ftinence: well-knowing that gratificatioii 
was beft promoted by previous felf-deniaU 
But fo little do our votaries of fafhion 
underftand the true nature of pleafure, 
that one amufement is allowed to overtake 
anothor without any interval, either for 
recolle&ion of the paft, or preparation for 
the future. Even on their own felfifli 
principle, therefore, nothing can be worfe 
ynderftood than this unremitted purfuit of 
fpjoym^t; for tQ fuch a degree of 

labour 
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labour is this puriuk carrkd, that their 
pleafwes esLh^uft inftead of e9:hUaratifig ; 
a^d their recre^tiom require to be reftdi 
from* 

And, not to argue the queftioii On the 
ground of religion, but merely on that of 
prefent enjoyment ; look abroad and fee 
who are the people that complain of 
wearinefe, Uftle0hefs, zM dejeftiou ? You 
mil not find them among fucj^ ^^' str« 
overdone with work, but with ple^fi^re. 
The natural and healthful fatigi^es pf bi^iiT 
jEiefs are recruited with natural and cheap 
gj^Mifications ; but a fpirit worn down 
with the toils of amufdnent, requiri^ plea* 
fures of poignancy } varied, muIiiipHed, 
iUmulating ! 

It has been obferved by medical writers, 
that that fober exoefs in which mia»y ki* 
dulge, by conftantly eating and drinking a 
Httle too much at every day's dinner and 
every night's fupper, more ^e^toally 
tmdennii)e8 the health, tbsm thofe acci- 
<3«ntal ^ceiles with which othdr^ now afii 

then 
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Aen break in upon a life of general 
fobriety. Tliis illuftration is not intro- 
duced with a defign to recommend occa- 
fional deviations into grofs vice, by way of 
a pious receipt for mending the morals j 
but merely to fuggeft that there is more 
frdbabiiity that thofe who are fometime^ 
driven by unrefifted pafSon into irregu- 
larities which fhock their cooler reafon, 
ire more liable to be roufed to a fenfe 
of their danger, than perfons whofe per- 
ceptions of evil are blunted by a round of 
lyftematical, exceffive, and yet not fcandal- 
ou§ diflipation. And when I affirm that 
this iyftefai of regular indulgence relaxes 
the Ibul, enflaves the heart, bewitches the 
f^fes, arid thus difquallfies for piovii 
thought or ufeful aftion, without having 
any thing in it fo grofs as to fliock the 
tonfdence ; and when I ha^rd an opinioii 
tttet this ftate is more formidable becaufe 
tefs alarming than that which bears upon 
it. a more determined charafter of evilj 1 
ifto niore mean to fpeak of the latter in 

night 
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flight and palliating terms, than I wouid 
intimate that becaufe the fick fometimes 
recover from a fever, but feldom frpm 
a palfy, that a fever is therefore a £ife 
or a healthy ftate. 

But there feems to be , an error in 
the firfl ^conco£Hon> out of which the 
fubfequent errors fucceffively grow. Firil 
then, as has been obferved before, the 
ihowy education of women tends chiefly 
to qualify them for the glare of public 
affemblies : fecondly, they feem in many 
inftances^ toi be.fo educated, with a view ta 
the greater probability of their being 
fplendidly married : thirdly, it is alleged 
in vindication pf thofe diffipated pra&ices^ 
that daughters can only b^ feen^ and adr 
mirersr procured at balls, operas, and 
^{Temblies ; and that therefore, by a natural 
confequ^ce, balls, operas, and sdTembli^ 
muft be followed up without intermifficMi 
till the obje^ be eflfefted. For the accom*- 
plifhment of this objed it is that all 
this complicated machine^-y had been pr^r 

3 vioufly 
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yiouflyfet a going, and kept in motion 
Mfiih an adivity not at all flackened by the 
difordered ftate of the fyftem; for fome 
machines, inftead of being flopped, go fader 
becaufe the true fpring is out of order ; 
the only difference being that they go 
wrong, and fo the increafed rapidity only 
adds to the quantity of error. 

It is alfo, as we have already remarked, 
an error to fancy that the love of pleafure 
cxhaufls itfelf by indulgence, and that the 
very young are chiefly addifted to it. 
The contrary appears to be true. The 
defire grows with the purfuit upon th^ 
fame principle as motion is quickened by 
the continuance of the impetus. 

. • Firfl then, it cannot be thought unfair 
to trace back the exceffive fondnefs for 
amufement to that mode of education 
wc have elfewhere reprobated. Few of 
the accQmplifhments, falfely fo called, 
affift the developement of the faculties : 
they do not exercife the judgment, nor bring 
into adion thofe powers which fit the 

heart 



l(5o ON filSSlPATldl?, AND tHt 

heart and mind for the oceupadons of life i 
fhey do not prepare \i^omen to love home^ 
to underftand its occupations^ to enKven 
its uniformity, to fulfil its duties, to 
multiply its comforts : they do not lead 
to that fort of experimental logic, if I may 
fo fpcikj compounded of obfervation and 
refledtion, which makes up the moraF 
fcience of life and manners. Talents 
which have difplay for their objedl defpife 
the narrow ftage of home : they demand 
mankind for their fpe£kators, and the 
world for their theatre* 

While one cannot help ihrinking a little 
from the idea of a delicate young creature, 
lovely in perfon, and engaging in mind and 
manners, facrificing nightly at the public 
fhrine of Fafliion, at once the votary and 
the viftim ; one cannot help figuring to 
onefelf how much more interefting ihe 
would appear in the eyes of a man of 
feeling, did he behold her ia the more 
endearing fituations of domeftic life. And 
who can forbear wiihing, that the good 

fenfe, 
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{enfe^ good tafte, and delicacy of the men 
had rather led them to prefer feeking 
companions for life in the almoft facred 
quiet of a virtuous home ? There they 
might have had the means of feeing and 
admiring thofe amiable beings in the beft 
point of view : there they might have been 
enabled to form ajufter eftimate of female 
-worth, than is likely to be obtained in 
fcenes where fuch qualities and talents as 
might be expeded to add to the flock of 
domeftic comfort mud neceflarily be kept 
in the back ground, and where fuch only 
can be brought into view as are not par* 
ticularly calculated to infure the certainty 
of home delights. 

O ! did they keep their pcrfofis fl-efh and new. 
How would they pluck allegiance from men's hearts. 
And win by rarenefs. 

But by what unaccountable infatuation 
is it that men too, even men of fenfe, 
join in the confederacy againft their own 
happinefs by looking for their home com- 
panions in the reforts of vanity ? Why do 

VOL. Ji. M not 
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QQt' fuch men rife fuperior to the illufions 
of faflliona? why do they not uniformly 
f^fk her who is to prefide in their families 
i^^ the bofbm of her own ? in the praftice 
0f «very domeftic duty, in the exercife of 
QY^ry jtmiable virtue, in the exertion of 
QY^ry elegant accomplifhment ? thofe ac- 
QompUfhments of which we have been 
^^prpbating, not the poffeffion, but the 
applicaticMi ? tJjere they would find her 
Qxeiting them to their true end, to enliven 
bufiaefs, to animate retirement, to embel- 
Yi/!tt the chariaing fcene of family delights, 
to heighten the interefting pleafures of 
feci^ intercourfe,. and, rifmg to their 
nobleft objeft, to adorn the dodrine of 
God her Saviour, ' ^ 

^ If, iiideed, wojnan were; mere outfide 
form and face only, and if mind made-up 
no part of hjer cpmpofition, it would fol- 
low that a ball-r^om was quite as appro- 
pri^^te a plac(? for qhoofing a wife, as an^ 
exhibition room, for chdofitag a pifture. 
^ut, io^rauch as women are aol mcro 

portraits. 
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pontdksy tbdr vakic aot bemg detefmia- 
aWe by a glance of the «ye, St followe 
that a different «node of af^^ciatkig their 
value, and a different place for viewing 
them antecedent to their being individu« 
tilly feleAed, is defirabte. The two cafet 
differ alfo in tfiis^ that if a man feled a 
f)iA\ire for himfelf from among all its ext 
hibited competitors, aJid bring it to Ws 
Own houfe, Ae pi6hire being paffive, he 
h able to ^^ it there : While the wife, 
picked up at a public plac^, and^K^cufr 
lomed to Inceflant difplarjr, will not, it is 
proteMet when bixm^t faomie ftick fy 
quietly to the fpot whd'e he fixes tier $ 
but will ^ape to the cxhibitioa room 
again, and contiooe to be difplayed at 
every fub&quent cxfaibitiDn, fufl; as if fhe 
were not become private property, and 
had never been definitively difpofed of% 

It is the novelty of a thing which aft<S 
niihes us, and not ite abfurdity : objeds 
may be fo long kept before the eye that 
it begins no looger to oblerve them j ot 

M 2 may 
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may be brought into fuch clofe contadi 
with it, that it does not difcem thenu 
Long habit fo reconciles us to almoit any 
thing, that the groflefl: improprieties cea£b 
to ftrike us when they are once melted 
into the common courfe of a6lion. This, 
by the way, is a ftrong reafon for car- 
fuUy fifting every opinion and every 
pradUce before we let them incorporate 
into the mafs of our habits, after which 
they will be no more examined,— Would 
it not be accounted prepofterous for a 
young man to fay he had fancied fuch a 
lady would dance a better minuet, becaufe 
he had feen her behave devoutly at 
Church, and therefore had chofen her for 
bis parmer ? and yet he is not thought at 
all abfurd when he intimates that he chofe 
a partner for life becaufe he was pleafed 
with her at a balL Surely the place of 
choofing and the motive of choice, would 
be juft as appropriate in one cafe as in the 
other, and the miftake, if the judgment 
fuled, not quite fo ferlcus. 

There 
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TTiere i8, among the more elevated 
^lafles of fodety^ a certain fet of perfons 
who ate pleafed exclufivel j to call them* 
felves, and whom others by a ibrt of com- 
pelled courtefy are pleafed to call, the 
fine world. This fmall detachtiaent con*- 
iider their iituation \dth refped to the 
reft of mankind, juft as the ancient Gre^ 
cians did theirs; that is, the Grecians 
thought there were but two forts of 
beings, and that all who were not Gre- 
cians were barbarians ; fo this certain fet 
confiders fociety as refolving itfelf into 

two diftinft claffes, ihejine world ^XiA. the 
people ; to which laft clafs they turn over 
all who do not belong to their little r^- 
ierie^ however high their rank or fortune. 
Celebrity, in their eftimation, is not be* 
ftowed by birth or talents, but by being 
connefted with them. They have laws, 
immunities, privileges, and almoft a langu- 
age of their own ; they form a kind of dif- 
tinft cajt^ and with a fort of efprit du 
corps detach themfelves from others, even 

M 3 in 



in g^nral Ssmctyy by w. affiei£lalitQii of 
diA^Ms wd cq1^I€&; and only whi%6r 
;md fntlle, in tbeif owa little g^oupe* oiF 
the kA^sttA ;r tfafekf cbnfinea ^re jealouilyt 
gtiardl^d-^ wd th^it privlIegiEta d,pp idcdtef* 

In thit^ fymty a ycmUg liian lofes- hiai^ 
Batoral gW after, wbicJn tvfeaAey^r k 
might, originally have be^, i^ m^keii 
down and caft iata the q»6 prevailing 
mould of Failuon ; att the ftrcfng, nat^^e, 
difcriminating; qualities of his' npad being 
xoade to take one ihape, one ftan^^ qb^ 
fi^perfcription ! However varied and dit 
tiix£k might have been the materials. which 
nature, threw into the cruciWe, plaftic 
Fafhion takes care that they &all all b^ 
the fame, or ^t leaft appesiir the fame^ 
when they come out of the^ mxmld. A 
young man in fuch m> artificial ftate of 
fociety, accuSpmed to the vo^ptuoua eafe, 
refined luxurie^;,. fpft accoiiampdatiom, ob* 
fequbus attendance,, a^di aj^l the v^e* 
ftrame^ indulg^neie^ of ^ i^obabk dbb> 

is 



U not ISndiy after mattiagt b tak^^ rsif 
cordially to a home, unkfi vbry extraor- 
dixituy CBcdrtibas are maide to aniufe^ to* 
attach^ and to interdt hiiii: and hd h 
n6t lildy to. lend a vtry hdj^g hdii^ftt 
Ae hipfiath of the «^mb^, T;lrhofe itidl^ 
laborioils ^terdohs hkve Mthartd b^til' 
little more than a felfMh ftratagem to re- 
concile health with pleafure. Excefs of 
^atifitadort hks ottly ferved to hi^e^filhk' 
irntabfe akd' exacHtig ; it \Vfll of dtiiOK 
be no part of his projeft to mak^ fadrifiee^,^ 
but ta ftcei^e thetn : tod \^hat wtruld 
^eii*-ilitrediWe to the Puladim of gaflailt 
times, ind t\it ChevalkN frtm of mor^ 
heroic* diys, evtti lA the tiecdfary buAnefe 
of eftiblMiifig-hltnfelf for fife, h^ fbtri^- 
dmes is tiiore difpofed to 6xpeft attentions 
than to make ardvanceg. 

Thiii: the mdolent fon of fafliion, with 
a thbufand fine, but dOYfnant qualities, 
which a bad tone of manners forbids him 
to bring into exercife ; tvith real energies 
which that tone does not allow him to 

M 4 difcover, 
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d]fcav^9 wd an unreal apathy tduch It 
commsoids him.to feign ; with the heart 
of an herO) pethaps, if called into thb' 
fields he affef^s the manners of a Sybarite i 
and hCf who with a Roman, or "what is 
more, with aBritiih valour, w(>uld leap 
ipto th^ gulph at the call of public duty, 

Yet In the foft and piping thne of peace, 

1 

* - ^ 

when faihiqn had refumed her rights, he 
would murmur if a rofe l?af Jay double 
und^ him* 

The clubs above alluded to,^ as has 
l>een laid, generate and cheriih . luxurious 
habits, from their perfe^ &aS^ undrefs, 
liberty, and equality of diftinfjion in rank ; 
they promote 4 fpirit for pl?iy, and in fhort, 
every temper and fpirk which tends 
to undomefticate ; and what adds to the 
mifcbief is, all this , is attained dt a cheap 
rate compared with home in the fame ftyle, 

Thefe indulgencies, and that habit of 
mind, gratify (b many pailions,. that it can 
never be cQunteraded fucgefgfully by any 

thing 
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thing of its own kind^ or which gradfiej 
At fame habits* Now, a paifion for gratify, 
ing vanity, and a fpirit of diffipadon, is a 
paffion of the fame kind \ and therefore^ 
though for a few weeks, a man who has 
chofen his wife in the hauiits'of diflipadon^ 
and this wife, a woman made up of accom* 
plifhments, may, from the novelty of the 
connexion and of the fcene, contimiedomef* 
Uc ; yet in a Httle time Ihe will find that 
thofe paflions, to which ihe has trufled for 
making his married life pleafant, ^1 long 
for the more comfortable pleafures of the 
club s dndjhe will, while they are purfued^ 
be configned over to folitary evenings at 
home, or driven back to the old diffi* 
padons. 

To conquer the paffion for club gradfi- 
cations, a woman muft not flrive to feed it 
with fufficient aliment in the fame kind in 
her foi^iety, either at home or abroad ; for 
this ihe cannot do : but (he itiuf): fupplant 
and overcome it by a paffion of a different 
nature, which Providence hfis kindly 

planted 
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planted vnibm us^ the love of fire-fiie en. 
joyments. Biit to qualify herielf for ad; 
xnifiiftermg thcfe, fhe mafl: cultivate her 
imdcrftabding and her heart ; acquiring 
at the &rae tknc that mddicum of accom*^ 
pliihmentfi fuited ta his tafte,^ which may 
qnaKfy. her for pofleffing, both for him 
and for hcrfelf, greater varieties dF hk 
recreation* 

Oiie great caofe of thd want of ^taeh* 
mcnt in diefe modifh couples is, that by 
Kvmg m the world at large, they are not 
driven to depend cm each othet ais fhe 
chief fonroe of comfort. Now k is pretty 
dear, MCtfpite of modern theories, that the 
very frame and being of focieties^ whether 
great or fmall, public or private, is jointed 
and gl«d together by dependence. Thofe 
attachments which arife from, and ar* 
compafiied by, a fenfe of mutual wtots, 
mutual affeftbn, mutual benefk, and rtm- 
tnal obl%at{on, are the cement which 
fecure the union of the i?tmily as Weff as 
of the ftate* 

TJnfor- 
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UnfoltmksHeiy, w^d tWo young perfiiBt 
<^ the. aboye 4efcripdoa siaHry) the Hiikdt 
is fom^imes: considered rather as the end 
than the beginaing of an engagement : the 
attachofiaM of each to the ocber k tadser 
vieii^d ais an chjoSi already completsd^ 
thaa '^ one which it^JPtiage is to confirm 
fi)Ore dofely^ Bui: the companioa fc^ 
life h not always chofen from the psureft 
motive $ 0ie is feieded^ perhaps^ becaufe 
flje isr akifEuted by other men> rather than 
becaufe fhe pofleflesin an eminent degree 
thpfe peculiar qualities which are likely to 
co})tftitUte the individual bapptnefs of the 
n^aa who choofes her* Vanity ofurps the 
place of affisdion ^ and indcdence fwaUows 
^ the Judgment. Not happhiefs, but 
foEiie eafy fubftitute for happinefs is pur- 
fued ; and a choice which may excite envy, 
rather than produce fatislk£lion, is adopted 
as the me^^as of effecting it. 

The piar^ not matcbsdj but joined^ let 
out fepaiately with their independent and 
individual purfuits; whether it made a 

part 
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parti of their original plan or not, that they 
fliould be indifpenfably nectary to each 
other's comfort, the fenfe of this neceflity, 
probably not very ftrong at firft, rather 
diminiihes than increafes by time; they 
Uve fo much in the world, and fo little 
together, that to (land well with their awn 
fet continues the favourite projeft of each ; 
while to ftand well with each other is con- 
fidered as an under part of the plot in the 
drama of life : whereas, did they ftart in 
the conjugal race with the fixed idea that 
they were to look to each other for the 
principal happinefs of life, not only prin- 
ciple, but prudence, and even felfiflmefs 
would convince them of the neceffity of 
feduloufly cultivating each other's efteem 
and aflfeftion as the grand fpring of pro- 
moting that happinefs. But vanity, and 
the defire of flattery and applaufe^ ftill 
continue to operate. Even after the huf- 
band is brought to feel a perfeft indiffer- 
ence for his wife, he ftill likes to fee her 
decorated in a ftyle which may ferve to 

juftify 
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juftify his choice. He encourages her 
to fet off" hef perfon, not fo much for 
his own gratification, as that his felf-love 
may be flattered, by her continuing to 
attraA the admiration of thofe whofe 
opinion is the ftandard by v4iich he meafilres 
his fame, and which fis^me is to (land him 
in the (lead of happinefs. Thus is fhe 
neceflarily expofed to the two-fold tempt- 
ation of being at once nejgleded by her 
hufband, and exhibited as an objed: of 
attraftion to other men. If fhe efcape 
this complicated danger, fhe will be in- 
debted for her prefervation not to his 
prudence, but to her own principles* 

In fome of thefe modifh marriages^ 
Inftead of the decorous neatnefs, th« plea- 
fant intercourfe, and the mutual warmth of 
communication of the once focial dinner j 
the late and uninterefting meal is com- 
monly hurried over by the languid and 
flovenly pair, that the one may have time 
to drefs for his club, and the other for 
her party. And in thefe cold abflrafted 

tStes- 
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tHci^-a-tettSf they often take ss littte 
paSas to entertain each other, as if the one 
W5i^ pt^pifeiy thie o^ly human being in the 
world {» whofe f y^s ihe other did not feel 
it nec^ffary to appear agreeable. 

But if thefe young and perhaps really 
amiable perfons could ftruggle agajnft the 
imperious tyranny of fafhion, and contrive 
to pafs a little time together, fo as to get 
acquamted with each other ; and if each 
would live in the lively and confcientious 
cxercife of thofe talents and attraftions 
which they fi^metimes know how to pro<» 
duce on occafions not quite fo juftifiable ; 
they would, I am perfiiaded, often find oiit 
each other to be very agreeable people* 
And toth of them, delighted and delight*. 
ing» would no longer be driven to the 
anxious necelEty of perpetually flying 
from home as from the only fcene which 
offers no poflTible materials for pleafure. 

It may feem a contradiftion to have 
aflferted that beings of all ages, tempers, 
and talents, (hould with fuch unremitting 

induftry 
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mduftry follow up any way of life if they did 
not find forae enjoyment in it ; yet I 
appeal to the bofoms of thefe inceffant 
hunters in the chace of jJeafure, whether 
they are really happy. No.-^In the full 
tide and torrent of diverfion, in the full 
blaze of gaiety. 

The heart diftruftmg alks if this be joy ? 

But there is an anxious reftleffnefs which, 

if not interefting, is buftling. There is 

the dread and partly the difcredit of being 

fofpefted of having one hour unmortgaged, 

not only to fuccelEve, but contending 

engagements ; this it is, and not the plea-^ 

fure of the engagement itfelf, which is the 

object. There is an agitation in the 

arrangements which impofes itfelf on the 

vacant heart for happinefs. There is a 

tumult kept up in the fpirits which is 

a bufy though treacherous fubftitute for 

comfort. The multiplicity of folicitations 

foothes vanity. The very regret that they 

cannot 
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cannot be all accepted has its charms ; fof 
dignity is flattered becaufe refufal implies 
importance. Then there is the joy of 
being invited when others are negleSed} 
the triumph of fhowing one's lefs modifh 
friend that one is going where fhe cannot 
come; and the feigned regret at being 
ebliged to go, affumed before her who 
is half wild at being obliged to flay away. 
Thefe are fome of the fupplemental fliifts 
for happinefs with which vanity contrives 
to feed her hungry followers. 

In the fucceflion of open houfes in 
which Pleafure is to be ftarted and purfued 
on any given night, the exifting place 
IS never taken into the account of enjoy- 
ment : the fcene of which is always fup* 
pofed ta He in any place where her votaries 
happen not to be. Pleafure has no prefent 
tenfe: but in the houfe which her pur* 
fuers have juft quitted, and in the houfe to 
which they are juft haftening, a ftrange'r 
might conclude the flippery goddefs had 

1 really 
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really fixed her throne, and that her 
worOiippers confidered the ekiAmg fcene*, 
"which they feem compelled to Tuffer, but 
irom which they are eager to efcape, as 
really detaining them from fome potitiveloy 
to wThich they are flying in th6 next crowd; 
till, if he meet them there,' he will find the 
component parts of each precifely the 
feme. He would hear the fame ftated 
phrafes interrupted, not anfwered, by thfc 
feme ftated replies, die unfiiiiffied fent6nce 
** driven adverfe to the winds*' by preflin^ 
Ytttlltitudes ; the feme warm ' rfegtetr xhu- 
"fciially exchanged b^ two ftieiids (who had 
1)e6n exprefsly denied to eath other aH ihfe 
winter) that they had hot ttitt before; 
the fame fdft ^nd Tmiliiig f6rr<)W at bein^ 
torn away fr6m each other lrlo^v ; the fame 
anxiety to renew the meeting, with p'^rfiips 
'the fame fecret refolution to iVoid it. life 
Would hear defcribed witli the feme pa- 
thetic ealrieftnefs the diffieukies of getting 
into this ftcJiife, and the dangeh of ^ettirife 
• V&t% i\. N out 
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put of the laft ! the perilous retreat of 
former nights, effe^cd amidft the (hock of 
chariots and the clang of contending 
coachmen j a retreat indeed eflFefted with 
a fkiH and peril Kttle inferior to that of 
the ten iboufandy and detailed with far 
juftcr triumph j for that which happened 
only pnce in a life to the Grecian Hero 
occurs to thefe Britilh heroines every 
pight. 

With ^^ myfterious reverence** I forbear 
to defcant on thofe ferious and mterefting 
pieg, for the more auguft and folemn 
celebration of wW^h FjiQiion Rightly con- 
venes thef^ fplepdid myriads to her more 
fumptuo\js temples. Rites ! which, whefi 
engaged in with due 4evotion, abfort the 
whole foal, Wid call every paflion intp 
pcercife, e3ccept ifidced thofe of love, and 
peace, and Hindnefe, and gentlenefs. In- 
fpmng rit(?$ ! which ftimul^ite fear, roufe 
hope, kindle zeal, quicken dulnefs, fharpe^i 
4|fe?tpinept^ exercife memory, in|[ai|xpcu. 

riofity I 
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rioiity ! Rites ! in fliort, in the due per«^ 
formance of which all the energies and 
attentions, all the powers and abilities, 
all the abftraflion and exertion, all the 
diligence and devotednefs, all the facrifice 
of time, all the contempt of eafe, all the 
negledt of fleep, all the oblivion of care, all 
the rifks of fortune (half of which if 
directed to their true objeds would change 
the very face of the world) : all thefe are 
concentrated to one point ; a point in 
which the wife and the weak, the learned 
and the ignorant, the fair and the fright- 
ful, the fprightly and the dull, the rich and 
the poor, the Patrician and Plebeian, meet 
in one common and uniform equality ;. an 
equality as religioufly refpeftcd in thefe 
folenmities, in which all diftindtions are 
levelled at a blow, and of which the very 
fpirit is therefore democratical, as it is 
combated in all other inftances. 



Behold four Kings in majefty revcrM, 
With hoary whiikcrs and a forky beard ; 

« Z And 
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qRind four Bur Queens, wkbfe hands lufllain k lbw\| 
%* ejtpreffive ^ndsldn of their fpfter pow'r j 
Four Knaves m garbs fuecm6t» a trufly band| 
Caps on thqr heads^ and halberts in their han4| 
And party-coloured troops, a fhining train. 
Drawn forth to combat oh the velviet pWn 



1 



f Rape of the LoflCf 
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CHAP. xvn. 

On public dmufentenUk 

Jt is not ptopofed to enter the long 
Gontefied field of controverfy as to the 
individual amufements which may be con^ 
fidered as fafe a^d lawful for thofe women 
pf the higher cla& who niake a ftrid prow 
ieflion of Chriftianity. The judgment th^» 
will be likely to form for themfelves on 
this fubje^^ and the plan they will con-^ 
fluently adopt, will depend much on the 
cleaynefs. or obfcurity ia their religious^ 
views» and on the greater or lefs progrefs 
they haye madei in their Cfanftian courfe. 
It is in their choice of amu&m^ts that 
you get in.fQipe.meafure to know the real 
i^pofitions o| mankind. In their bujinefs^ 
io tl)iG leading employments of life, their 
pgt^ is in a gopd degree chalked out 

N 3 for 
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for them : there is in this refpeft a fort of 
general charafter wherein the greater part, 
more or lefs, muft coincide. But in their 
pleafures the choice is voluntary, the tafte 
is felf-tiirefted, the propenfity is^ inde- 
pendent ; and of courfe the habitual ftate, 
the genuine bent and bias of the temper, 
are mod likely to be feen in thofe purfuits 
which: every man is at liberty to choofefor 
himfelf. ' " 

When a truly religious principle (hall 
have acquired fuch a degree of force 
as to produce that confcientious and 
habitual improvement of time bef6re re- 
commended, it will difcover itfelf by an 
increafing indifference and even deadnefs 
to thofe: pleafures which are interefting 
to the world at large. A woman under 
the predominating influence of fuch a 
principle, will begin to difcover that the 
fame thing which in itfelf is innocent may 
yet be comparatively wrong. She will 
^legiii to-fcel thit there are many amufe- 
mcnts and employments" ^ich -though 
* " they 
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they have npthing cenfurable in them- 
felves, yet if they be allowed to mtrench on 
hours which ought to be dedicated to (till 
better purpofes J or if they are protraded 
to an undue length ^ or aboVe all, if 
by fojftening ^nd relaxing her mmd aiid 
diflipattng her Spirits, they io indifpole her 
for better purfuits as to render fubfequent 
duties a burden,, they are in that cafe 
clearly wrong for her, whatever they may 
be for others. Now as temptations of 
this fort are the peculiar dangers of better 
kind of characters, the facrifice of fuch 
little gratifications as may have no great 
harm in fbentj come in among the dsuly 
calls to felf-denial in a Chriftian. 

The fine arts, for inflance, polite litera- 
ture, elegant fodety, thefe are among 
the lawful, and liberal, and becoming 
recreations of higher lifej yet if even 
thefe be cultivated to the negle£t or 
ekclufion of feverer duties; if they in^ 
terfere with ferious ftudies, or difqualify the 
mind for religious exercifes, it is an intima* 

N 4 tlon 
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tion .^h^t. they have been too much in- 
dulged ; and,^ under fuch circumftances, 
itmigtit be the part of Chriftian, dicum- 
ipe£lion to inquire if the time devote4 
to them ought not to be abridged. Above 
all, X tender xonHcience . will never lofe 
fight of one fafe rule of determining in all 
4oubtful, cafe§ : if the poiijit be fp nice; 
that though we hope upon the whole 
there may be no harm in engaging in 
it, we may at leafl: be. always quite fur^ 

tha^t th^re, r^« ^9-^9, ^^T^^ ^. kt^iiig it 
alone. 

. The.prifxcigle 9^ ^?^^. refponfible . for 
the i^r(5. of .time joujtje, fixqd ij;i the n^^^,, 
the confciei;itipu§,Chriftiaiji wiJOi be.makmg, 
a continual progrefe in the great att of 
turning time to,ac;count. In the; firfl ftages 
of her religipn (he^will haye abftj^ned from, 
pleafures which began a /////(? to wound, 
the confcience, or which aflumed a quefr 
tionable (hape 5 but fhe will probably have 
abftained with regret, and with a fecret, 
wifh that confpience cott Id hwc permitted 

her 



her to, keep w^ll wit;h pkafiire and rel^g^ 
too. Rijit yqu may difc^rn in her fuj>. 
fequcnt coprfe tljat (hei has reached a mo;;e 
advanced ftage, by her beginning tp>. 
negleft even fuch pleafures pr employ- 
ments as hav^ no moral turpitude in. 
theni, but are merely what are called, 
innocent. This rellnjquifhment arifes, not 
fo much from her feeling flHl. more the 
reftrain^s qf. jjeligipn, as from the ini- 
pxoyemept in Ker religious tafte. Pleafures 
cannot now attach her merely from their 
beii^g innocent, unlefs they are interefting 
alfo, and to be intej-efUng they muft 
be confonant to her fuperinduced views., 
She is Xiot contented to fpend a large 
portion of her time harmlefsly, it mufl be 
fpent profitably alfo. Nay, if (he be 
ind?e4 earneftly " preffing towards the 
*^ mark/^ it will not b^ even enough for 
her , that her prefent purfuit be good 
if fhe be convinced that it might be ftill 

* • 

better. Her contempt of ordinary en- 
joyments, will increafe in a direct propor- 
tion 
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don to her increafed jeUfh for thofe pltt* 
Aires which religion enjoins and beftoturs. 
So that at length if it were poffible to 
fuppofe that an angel could come down 
to take off as it were the interdidt, and to 
invite her to refume all the pleafures fhe 
had renounced, and to refume them with 
complete impunity, fhe would rejeft the 
invitation, becaufe fhe would defpife, from 
an improvement in her fpiritual tafle, 
thofe delights from which fhe had at firfl 
abftained through fear. Till her will and 
affedions come heartily to be engaged in 
the fervice of God, the progrefs will not 
be comfortable ; but when once they are 
fo engaged, the attachment to this fervice 
will be cordial, and her heart will not 
defire to go back and toil again in the 
drudgery of the world. For her religion 
has not fo much given her a new creed, as 
a new heart, and a new life. 

As her views are become new, fo 
her tempers, difpofitions, taftes, actions, 
purfuits, choice of company, choice of 

amufe- 
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amufements, are new alfo ; her employ- 
ment of time is changed; her turn of 
converfiition is altered j " old things are 
** paffed away, all things are become 
** new/* In diflipated and worldly fo- 
ciety, Ihe will feldom fail to feel a fort of 
tineafmefs, which will produce one of thefe 
two eflfefts; fhe will either, as proper 
feafons prefent themfelves, ftruggle hard to 
introduce fuch fubjefts as may be ufeful to 
others ; or, fuppofmg that fhe finds her- 
felf unable to effect this, fhe will, as far as 
Ihe prudently can, abfent herfelf from 
that unprofitable kind of fociety. Indeed 
her manner of conducing herfelf under 
thefe circumflanccs may ferve lo furnifh 
her with a teft of her own fincerity. For 
while people are contending for a little 
more of this amufement, and pleading for 
a little extenfion of that gratification, and 
fighting to hedge in a little more territory 
to their pleafure-ground, they are exhibit- 
ing^a kind of evidence againft themfelves, 

that 
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that they are not y£t " renewed in th^ 
*^ fpirit of their nimd.** 

It has been warmly urged as an obje^r 
tipn to certain religious books, and par* 
ticulafly againft a recent work of high 
vrorth and celebrity, by a diftinguifhed 
layman *, that they have fet the ftandard 
gf felC-denial higher tha^ reafon or even 
thap^ Chriftianity requires. Thefe works 
do indeed elevate the general tone of reli- 
gion to a higher pitch than is quite con- 
venient to thofe who are at infinite pains 
to conftru£l a comfortable and compre- 
henfive plan, which fhall unite the quef- 
tionable pleafiires of this world with the 
promifed happinefs of the next. I fay it. 
lias been fometimes objefted, even by 
thofe readers who on the whole greatly 
admire, the particular work in queftion, 
that it is unreafonably ftrift in the precep- 
tive and prohibitory parts ; and efpecially 
that it individually and fpecifically forbids 

♦ PrajJlical View, &c. by Mr. Wilberforcci 

certain 




ci^ i»trBLic A^tJSEiiifeKTs, ii^ 

ctertain felhionable amufem^nts, with a 
feverity not to be found in the fcriptures ; 
and is ilcrupuloufly rigid in condemning 
diverfions agamft which nothing is faid in 
rile Nc>^ f eftaiiiient : each objeCtor, how- 
ever,' is fo far reafonable, as only to beg 
garter 5F6r her bwn favorite amuferiient, 
jcrid generoiifly abandons the defence of 
thcfe in which fhe herfelf has no jSleafufe. 
But thefe objectors do liot feem to 
imderftand th^ true genius of Chriftianity. 
They do not confider that it is the charac- 
ter of the Gofpel to exhibit a fcheriie of 
principles, of which it i$ the tendency to 
mfufe fuch a fpirit of hblinefs as mud 
be utterly incompatible, not only with 
cuftoms decidedly vicious, but with the 
very fpirit of worldly pleafure* They do 
not confider that Chriftianity is neither a 
* table of ethics, nor a fyftem of opinions, 
nor a bundle of rods to punifh, nor an 
exhibition of rewards to allure, nor a 
fcheme of reftrainls, nor merely a code of 
laws; but it Is a new principle infufed 

into 
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into the heart, by the word and the fpirit of 
God, out of which principle wilL inevit- 
ably grow right opinions, renewed affec- 
tions, corred morals, and holy habits, 
with an invariable defire of pleafiqg God, 
and a conflant fear of offending hinu A 
real Chriffian, whofe heart is once tho- 
roughly imbued with this principle, can no 
more return to the amufements of the 
world, than a philofopher can be refreflied 
with the amuf^ments of the vulgar, or ^^ 
man be amufed with the recreations of a 
child. The New Teftament is i^ot a ijiere 
ftatute-book: it is not a t?ible where 
every offence is detiailed, and its corref- 
ponding penalty annexed: it is not fo 
much a compilation^ as a fpirit of laws : it 
does not fo much prohibit every individual 
^rong praftice, as fuggeft a temper and 
general principle with which every wrong 
pra^ice is incompatible. Jt did not, for 
inftance, fo much attack the then-reigning 
and corrupt fafhions, which were probably, 
jike the felhions of pth^r countries, tem- 
porary 
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porary and local ; but it ftruck at that 
worldlinefs which is the root and flock 
from which all corrupt fafhions proceed. 

The prophet Ifaiah, who addreffed him^ 
£elf more particularly to the Ifraelitifh 
women, inveighed not only againft vanity, 
luxury, and immodefty, in general ; but 
with great propriety inveighed againft 
thofe precife inftances of each, to which 
the women of rank in the particular coun- 
try he was addreffing were efpecially ad« 
dided; nay, he enters into the minute 
det^ * of their very perfonal decorations, 
and brings fpecific charges againft thdr 
levity and extravagance of apparel; mean- 
ing, indeed, chiefly to cenfure the turn of 
charafter which thefe indicated. But the 
Gofpel of Chrift, which was tp be addreffed 
to all ages, ftations, and countries, feldon) 
contains any fuch detailed animadverfion^ ; 
for though many of the cenfurable mode$ 
^hich the prophet fo feverely reprobate4 

^ Ifmh, chap; iii* 

cdntinue4 
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coittiniied prdbatly fo be ftin prevalent 
in Jerufalem in the days of our Saviour, 
yet how little would it have fuited the 
univerfality of his miflion, to have con- 
fitted his preaching fo fuch local, limifed, 
and fluftaating cuftohis ! not but that 
there are many texts which aftiially do 
3efine the Chriftian conduct as well as 
Veittper, with fiifficient particularity to 
Ibrve as condemnation of many prac- 
&'es t^hich are pleaded for, arid often 
point pretty direftly at them. 

Had Peter on that niemoralDle day, 
when he added three thoiifand converts 
to. the Church by a fingle fermon, nar- 

• ^ 

rowed his fubjeft to a rem onftran'ce agairift 
this diverfion, or that public place, or the 
other vain amufement, it might indeed 
liave fuitei the cafe of foihe of the female 
|ewifh converts who were prefeht ; but 
Ju'ch teftridlions as might have been appro- 
j||!>Ti^te to them would probably riot have 
lulled to the. cafes of the Parthians and 
Medes, of which his audience was partly 

3 compofed} 



JMiB|Softd ; or fiich as laight hare Jbelongeil 
to tfaetoa ^m>tdd have j^edoi tcxaity iaap^ilu 
taible to :die {^etes and Araidans) or again^ 
^bok t^idh fuified them would not have 
iil^pUdd to thb !l^atitttes and Mefopoca^ 

iBkns. 8y focft f>artkl ^Ad <sircumfcrH>ed 
i^dr^les, Ms tifHsitiiafiou^ auc^nce^ com* 
t>ofed of aH ^^[tiiMs tad countries^ would 
Bot hav^ beett) As We are toid thfey wete, . 
** pricks to the heart.'- But when he 
preached on the bto'ad grouftd <6{ general 
•• repentance attd remHfion of fins in the 
^ name of Jefui Chrift/' k was no won- 
der that Aey all cried out " What (hall 
« we do ?" Thefe CoUeaed foreigners, at 
their return home, would have found very 
different ulages to correfl: in their different 
countirias ; qf courfe a detailed reftri^tion 
of the popular abufes at |eruialem would 
have iacen of little uiie to ftrangers xeturn- 
ing tx» the^ rdpefUve nations. The ardoie 
apofUe, liiesefore, a£l;ed more coiafiftentljr 
in camtnimicating to them the liirge and 
comfa-dieniii/ie ipirit of )lhe ^oipel^ which 
Yoii. II. o fhould 
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{hould at once 'ihTolve all their fcattered 
and feparate duties, and reprove all their 
fcattered and feparate corruptions ; for the 
whole always includes a part, and the 
greater involves the Iefs« Cbrift and his 
Difciples, inftead of limiting their condemn- 
ation to the peculiar vanities reprehended 
^y Ifaiah> embraced the very foul and 
principle of them all, in fuch exhortations 
as the following : *' Be ye not conformed 
** to the world :*'—*' If any man love the 
** world the love of the Father is not in 
« him :'*—'' The fefliion of^ this world 
" paffeth away.** Our Lord and his 
Apoftles, whofe future unlimited audience 
was to be made up out of the whole world, 
attacked the evil hearty out of which all 
thofe incidental, local, and popular cor« 
ruptions proceeded. 

In the time of Chrifl: and his immediate 
followers, ihr4tt*ury and intemperance of 
the Romans had arifen to a pitch un« 
knpwn before in the world ; but as the 
fame Gofpel ^as to be preached hereafter 

before 






t)N ^UiiLIC AMUSEMENtS. 1^5 

befote the Roman emperors themfelres, 
which its Divine Author and his difciples 
were then preaching to the hungry and 
lieceflitous ; the latge precept^ " Whethet 

ye eat or drink, or whatevet you do, d6 
all to the glory of God/^ was likely to 
be of more general ufe, than any feperate 
exhortation to tempenlnce, to thankful- 
nefs, to moderation as to quantity or e^^^ 
pence ; which laft indeed mufl: always be 
left in fome degree to the judgment and 
the drcumftances of the individual. 

When the Apoftle of the Gentile^ 
vifited the " Saints of Csefar's.houfehold/* 
he could not have heard without abhor«i 
rence of fome of the &fhionabIe amufe- 
ments in the court of Nero* He muft 
have refle£led with peculiar indignation 
on many things which were pradifed in 

the Circenfian games::;^||^^,^ead of pnm- 



ing this corrupt tree antf fingfitag out the 
inhuman gladiatorial fports for the object 
of his condemnation, h^ l^d his a^cT^ 
the root of all fin, by preaching to them 

o a that 
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that Gofpel of Chrifl: of which *^ he was 
** not afliamed ;" and (hewing them that 
believed, that *' it was the power of Go^ 
*' and the wifdoui of God." Though k 
is fomewhat remarkable, that about the 
very time of his preaching to the Romans, 
the public tafte had funk to fuch an excels 
of depravity that the very won^en engaged 
in thofe fhocking encounters with the gla- 
diators. 

Put in the firft place, it was better that 
their right pradice fhould grow out of the 
right principle ; ; and next his fpedfically 
reprobating thefe diverfions would have 
Jiad this ill effeft, that fucqeeding ages, 
Jeeing that they in their j^mufements cam^ 
fomewhat fbort of thofe dreadful excefles 
pf the poli/lied Romans, would only have 
plumed themfelves on their own compara- 
tive fuperiority j and thus, on this prinr 
ciple, even the bull-fights of Madrid 
fnight h^ve had their panegyrifts. But 
the truth i^, the apoftle knew that fuch 
abominable corruptions could never fubfiO; 
: a together 
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together with Chriftianity, and in efieft" 
the hbnour of abolilbmg thefe barbarous* 
cSverfions was referved for Conftantine 
the firft Chriftian emperor. 

Befides, the apoftles, by inveighing 
againft £bme particidar diverfions, would 
have feemed to fanOion all which they> 
did not aftuaWy cenfute : and as, in the. 
lapfe of time and the revolution of govern- 
inents, cuftoms chaiige and manners 
fiu£kuate ; had a minute reprehenfion of 
the fafcions of the then exlfting a^e been 
publiflied in the New Teftament, that por- 
tion of fcr^pture muft in time have become 
obfolete^ even in that very lame country, 
\dien the fafhions themfehres fliould have 
changed. And Paul and his brother 
apoftles knew that their epiftles would be 
the oracles of the Chriftian world when 
thefc temporary diverfions would be forgot*- 
ten. In confequence of this knowledge, 
by the univerfal precept to avoid " the 
^* luft of the flefli, the luft of the eye, 
** and the pride of life,*^ they have pre- 

o 3 pared 
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pared a lading antidote againft the; pfii^ 
iciple of all corrupt pleafures, which vf^ 
ever remain equally applicable to the 
loofe fafliions of all ages, and of every 
country to the end of the world. 

To vindicate diverfions therefore, which 
are in themfelves unchriftian, on the pro* 
tended ground that they are not fpedfic-* 
ally condenmed in the Gofpel, would be 
little lefs abfurb than if the heroes of 
Newmarket (bould bring it as a proof that 

their periodical meetings are not con- 
demned in Scripture, becaufe St. Paul, 
when writing to the Corinthians, in avail* 
ing himfelf of the Ifthmian games as a 
happy illuftration of the Chriftian race, 
did not drop any cenfure on the praftice 
itfelf: a praftice which was indeed asi 
ipuch more pure than the races of Chrifr 
tian Britain, as the moderation of being 
cjontented with the triumph of a crowaof 
leaves is fuperior to that criminal fpirit 
of gambling which iniquitoufly enriches 
the viftor by beggaring the competitor. 

But, 



J 
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Bot^ as vm faid above^ Ideal abufiss 
were not the objeS: of a book whofe in* 
ftni£tions were to be of univerfal and lafllng 
appliottion^ As a proof of this, little is 
faid in the Gofpel-of the then-exifting cor- 
ruption of pc^ygamy ; Nothing againit 
the favage cuftom^ of expofing children, or 
even agaihfi ilavery ; nothing exprefsly 
^g^nft fuidde or duelMng ;. the laft Gothic 
eiiftom^ indeed, did not txi& among the 
ttimes of Paginn/m* But U there not an 
implied ptohibiticm againib polyg^miy in 
tke general denunciation againfl adultery i 
knot tepofing of children condemned in 
that cfaiarge againft the Romans, that 
*' thcy^ were without natural aflfeftion ?'* 
Is there not a ilrong c^niure againfl: 
flavery conveyed in the command to ^^ do 
^^ unto others as: you would have them 
^^ do unto you?" and againft fuicide 
and duelling, in the general prohibition 
i^gainit murder, which is ftrongly en- 
forced by the folemn manner in which 

o 4 murder 
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ssiirdfir 3r thtqad baclb d> m.'&A (tetof 
angec in the* AAnoilt oxLi^iuBctanfti' 
, Thui it is tdeary that ^riiro Ciirifl: &tA 
Ae Gbfpei to all nat^oas^ he meant that 
that Gofpel &ould, ptoda^ !h$^ f^hod 
truths, general l^w^ a&d foadameitfal 
do^infcs, wbicti muit. necjdS^ly ia^^okf^ 
the prohibttiaaQf.aU|>fieutdf^ H>684, 9§A 
inferior eiiroiii;^ eriMw9i>Mrhio&;4ottli no| 
hftye been f^^mllf gv654fi^I ?gWftfe 
iriihout hating 3 ^in^ Go^ Ibr ev^ 
country;, 61 \ddknit fivscUitigc tJpediViM 
talume into %d) ixiixmveittftat; Jhsaig^i^a^ 
urbnld have jd&k^t&d. ^m gt^' «^ ^ 
ii^ promolgatioa^v ^And wh^ ite leaxfe 
hig principled' ard of isniterfebai^licadoir, 
it muft ah(a^S5 in fomdimfiafiiifi, be Itft td 
die difctdtiiQcr:o£ the prekdiosr: an^ to thft 
aonfdence:: df:^ the beater ,c td examine 
viK&^r iha. life aad h^i]iii3>o& i;lM>fe T«iho 
pofefs it are. ctmfof nwhle? lo it^ f^)t> : i 

* **T6 the* poor the ,Gof^el iV^reacW;^ 
JUuke, yu. 2?. 

- ' The 
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' The fame Divine Spirit "Which indited 
fa& Holy Scriptures^ is promifed to purify 
Ae hearts and renew the natures of re- 
penting and believing Chriftians ; and the 
compofitions it infpired are in fbme degree 
^mJogjausi to the workmanfliip it e&eds« 
It probated the vicious pra£tice& of 
the ap^olical days, by prohibiting the 
{>alfiolis and principle which rendered 
lii&ax gratifying j and fliil working in lika 
manner on the hearts of real Chriftians^ k 
correfts the tafte which was accuftomed to 
find its pr6p*r gratification in the reforts of 
vanity ; Mid thus eflfectuaHy provides for 
die tefotmation of the habits, and infiifea 
a reltfli for rational and domeftic enjoy- 
menis, and for whatever can adminifler 
pleafure t<j that fpirit of peace, and love^ 
tfD(d hbpe, and joy, which animates and 
tuies the renewed heart of the true 
Chnfttait* 

But there is a portion of Scripture 
which, though to a fuperficial Tender it may 
iccnl but vtfy retnotdy conneded with the 

prefent 
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prefent fubjeft, yet to readers of another 
caft, it feems to fettle the matter beyond 
controverfy : In the parable of the great 
ftipper, this important truth is held out to 
us, that even things good in themfehes 
may be the means of our eternal ruin, 
by drawing otir hearts from God, and 
caufmg u$ to ni^e light of the offers 
ctf the Gofpel. One invited gueft had 
bought an eflate, another had made a 
j>urchafe equally blamelefs of oxen; a 
third had martidd a wife, an aft not 
iUattdable in itfelf. They had all different 
rcafons j but they all agreed in this, ia 
ikcltne the inviiatiofi to the /uppers. The 
worldly pofTeffions of one, the worldly 
bufinefs of another, and what fhoviid be 
partfcularly attended to, the love of a 
third to his deareft relative, (a love by the 
way not only flowed but commanded 
in Scripture,) were brought forward ad 
cxcufes for not attending txi the important 
bufmeft (rf religion. The confequence 
however was the feme to» ?1L ♦^ None 

^* of 
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^ of thofe which were bidden fliall taftc 
** of myfupper/' If then things mw^^w/, 
things neceffary^ things latidahle^ things 
tommanded'i become finful, when by mxxu 
feafonable or exceifive indulgence they 
det^ the heart and affedions from God, 
how vain will all thofe arguments ne-^ 
ceflarily be rendered which are urged by 
the c^dvocates for certain amufements on 
the ground of their harmleilhefs \ if thole 
amufements ferve (not to mention any 
pofitive evil which may belong to them) in 
like maimer to dr?iw away the thoughts 
^d affedions from all fpiritual obje^s I 

To conclude j when this topic happeta, 
to become the fubje£i of converfation, 
inftead of addrefling fevere aftd pointed 
attacks to young ladies on tb^, fin of 
attendmg places of div^riion^ would it 
not be better firfl to endeavour to excite 
in them that principle of Chriftianity with 
which fuph diverfions feem not quite com^ 
patible ; as the phyfidan, who vifits a 
patient in an eruptive f^ver, ps^ys little? 

^tt^ntion 
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attention to diofe fpots, ^kh to thcf 
ignorant appear to be the/difcafe, except 
indeed fo for as they feirve as indications to 
let him . into its nature, but goes ftrait 
to the. root of the malady ? . He. attacks 
the fever, he lowers the puMc> he dianges 
the fyftcra^ he. cotreds the general habit ;, 
well knowing, that if he c^i but reftorc 
the vital principle of health, the. fpots, 
trhich were nothmg but fymptoms, will 
die avuay of themfelves. 

In inftrufting others: tt^ fhoald imitate; 
our Lord and his Apoftle^, alid no4 
always aim our blow at each parti^ulai^ 
eorruptioH '^ but making it our bufinefe to 
convince our pupil that what bringd forth 
the evil fruit fhe exhibits, cannot be a flqt 
0f the ttut Vine ; we fliould ±us: avaii 
eurfelves of individual corruptions £ot im* 
preffing her with a fenfe of the neceffity of 
purifying th6 common fource firom whicb 
they flow— a corrupt nature* Thusf 
making' it our grand bufinefs- to rectify the 
llcart, v^ purfue the true, ' the compen- 
dious, 
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aious, the only method of univerfal Tio- 
Hnefs. 

I would however take leave of thofe 
amiable and not iU-difpofed young perfons, 
who complain of the rigour of human 
prohibitions, and declare ** they meet with 
^ no filch ftriftnefs in the Gofpel/' by 
aiking them with the mod affeftionate 
cameftnefs, if they can confcientioufly 
recondie their nightly attend^ice at every 
public place which they frequent, with 
fiich precepts as the following : *' Redeem- 
^ ing the time :'* — " Watch and pray :'*— * 
"Watch, for ye know not at what 
" time your Lord cometh :** — *' Abftain 
^ from all appearance of evil :"— " Set 
^ your affe^Sions on things above :'^ — *^Be 
^ ye fpiritually itiinded :'* — " Crucify the 
^ fiefli with its affeiHons and lufts J'*" 
And I would venture to offer one criterion 
by which the perfons in queftion may 
he enabled to decide on the pofitive inno- 
cence and fafety of fuch <fiverfions ; but 

they 



HoS ON PUBLIC AMUSEMENTdT* 

th^y muft be (incere in their fcruday and 
honeft in their avowal. If on their retuni 
at night from thofe places they find they 
can retire, and '^ commune with their 
^^ own hearts ;^ if they find the love 
of God operating with imdiminifhed force 
on their minds j if they can " bring 
** every thought into fubjeflion/* and 
concentrate every wandering imagination ; 
if they can foberly examine into their own 
ftate of mind : I do not fay if they can do 
all this perfeftly, and without dift'raftion; 
(for who can do this at any time ?) but if 
they can do it with the fame degree of 
feiioufnefs, pray with the feme degree of 
fervour, and renounce the world in as 
great a meafure as at other times; and 
if they can lie down with a peaceful 
confcioufnefs of having avoided in the 
evening " that temptation** which they 
had prayed not to be " led into** in 
the morning, they may then more rea- 
fonably hope that all is well, and that they 

are 



ON PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. flO/ 

'are not fpeaking falfe peace to thdr 
hearts*. 

* If I might prcfume to recommend a book 
which of all others expofes the infignificancey yanity^ 
Kttlenefsy and emptmefs of the world, I Ihould not 
heiitate to name " Mr. "LtK^sferimis call to a droout 
** and holy life** Few writers, except Pafcal, hav« 
direfted fo much acutenefs of reafoning, and fo macli 
pointed wit to this oljed. He not only make^the 
reader afraid of a worldly L'fe on account of its 
iinfulnefs, but alhamed of it on account of its folly » 
Few men perhaps have had a deeper infight into the 
human heart, or have more fkilfully probed Its 
corruptions : yet on other points his views do not 
feem to be juft; and his difquifitJons arc often 
unfound and fanciful ; fo that a general perufal 
of his works would neither be profitable nor in* 
telligible. To a fafhionablc woman immerfed in the 
vanities of life, or to a bufy man. overwhelmed with 
its cares, I know no book fo applicable, or likely 
to ftrike them with equal force as to the vanity of the 
(hadows they arc purfuing. But even In this work, 
he is not a fafe guide to evangelical light ; and la 
many of his others he is highly vifionary and whim- 
fical : and I have known fome excellent perfons who 
were firft led by this admirable genius to fee the wan^s 
of their own hearts, and the utter infufficiency of the 
world to fill up the craving void, who, though they 

became 
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became eminent for piety and felf-denial, hffire had 
their ufefulnefs abridged, and whofe minds have coni 
traded fomething of a monaftic feverity by an un- 
qualiiied pemial of Mr. XhIW. True Chriftianity 
dpes oot caU on us to ftarve our bodies bpt our 
Gom^tion^. As the nkortyUd Ap^flU of the bnly md 
fty^denying Bapufi^ preaching repentance becaufe the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand, Mr. Law has no 
fitperior. As a preacher of falvation on fcnptuxai 
pxxunds I would follow other guides. 
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CHAP. xvm. 

» • » • * 

A worWf ffifit incompiaible imtb theffirii 

ofChri/iiamty. 

1^ it not whimlical to heai^ fuch complaints 
againft the ftriftnefs of religion as we 
are frequently hearing, from beings tvho 
are voluntarily purfuii^, as has ^ been 
ihowsL in the preceding Chapters, a courfe 
of life which Fafhion makes infinitely 
nore laborious? How really burden- 
feme would Chriftianity be if flie enjoined 
&€h fedulity of application, fuch unre- 
mitting labours, fuch a fucceffion of 
fatigues! if religion commanded fuch 
bardihips and felf-denial, fuch days of 
hurry, fuch evenings of exertion, fuch 
nights erf broken reft, foch perpetual 
i^crifices of quiet, fach exile from family 
delights, as Fafliion impofes, th« indeed 
vot. u. F the 
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the fervice of Chriftianity would no 
longer merit its prefent appellation of 
bemg ** a reafonable fervice :** then the 
name of perfed flavery might be juftly 
applied to that which we are told in 
the beautiful language of our churchy h 
" a fervice of petfeQ; freedom:" a fer- 
vice, the great objeft of which, is ** to 
** deKver us from the bondage of cor- 
f^ ruption into the glorious liberty of the 
« children of God." 

A worWly temper, by which I mean a. 
dcfpofition to prefer worldly pkafures, 
worldly fatisfeftions, and worldly advan- 
tages, to the immortal interefts of di^ foul; 
and to let Ivorldly confidei^tions annate 
usinftead of the'didates of religion in the. 
concerns of ordinary life; a worldly 
temper, I fay, is not, like a],moit any other 
feult, the effeft of paffion or the con- 
fcquence of furprife when the heart is off 
it s^ guard* It is n9t excited incidentally by 
the operation of ei^teriml drcumftances on 
the infirmity of nature j but it is the vital 

fpirit. 
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i|>Irit, the dB^dal foul, the living principle 
of eviL It is not fo much an zGty as 
a ftate of being) not fo much an oc« 
cafic^aad complaint as a tainted oHiftitutbii 
of nund. If it do not always fliow itfelf 
in ex^aordinsury excefies, it has na 
per&d inrermiflion^ Even when It Is not 

imn)jedi;»t^ly tempted to break out into 
overt and fpeafic a&s, it is at work wkhin^ 
Erring up the heart to difaffe£Uon againft 
holinefs^ and infufing a kind of moral 
4UabiUty to whatever is intrinfically good. 
It infeds and depraves all the powers 
^d faculties of the foul; for it operates 
on the underftanding by blinding it :toL 
whatever is fpiritually good ; on the will, 
by making it.ayerfe from Godj on the 
a&dions, by difordering and fenfualizing 
them; fo that one may almoft fay to thofe 
who are under the fupreme dominion of 
this fpirity what was faid to the , hofts 
of Jofliua, " Ye cannot ferye the Lord.'* 

This worldlinefs of mind is not at 
all commonly underftood^ and for the 

p 2 fpUow* 
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£Dl|bwing reafon.:«^«opl6 fuppofe that vtk 
world ouir dtAel bulinefs is witli the 
of tkfe w6i\d^ and tliat to cdnduft 
the bufincft of this world well, that bf 
tonfcrmobly to tndral principles^ is the 

' €hief fiibftance of moral and tiHe ^good«» 
ne&. Religion, if introduced nr all kktOr 
ibe fyftein,^«nly makes ics occafional and, 
if I may §o fyt3ky w holiday appctfraiice* 
To bring veligion into every tbii^^ is 
thought incdmpatft>le with the due attea^ 
tion to the things of this Bfev And £> 
it would, if ii)y religion were meant talhing 
ab€Hit religion.. The phrafe therefore 
is : ^^ One cannot always be praying ; we 
^ muft mind 'OUT bufineft and fociii duties 
^ as wejl as' our devotion/* WofWly* 
bttfineis being thus fubjeded to wdridly, 

' though ift jbme degree mdral, ma^ms, the 
Blind during the condiid of bufinefs 
gtows worldly } and a contmually in« 
cresdGng worldly fpirit dims the fight and 
relaxes the moral principle on which the 
affairs of the world are conchiAed, as welf 

as 
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as ifidi^feii ^bt miii4:f<»* aH^ tbb excrdfes 
cfdevorio9. 

But tbis tmnper, as £!ar ^s rehtes to 
inififiifsi afibmes the iemtdftnce of good- 
a^ *y fo that thofe who haVe not right 
views drfe apt to miftake die carrying 
fm the aftdrr of life on a tolerably morri 
infiiiciple fer reUgioo. They do not fee 
that tbe evil lies not in thdr fo carrying on 
liufinfife'^ but in thek not carrying on 
t&e thiiigs, of this life in fobferviency 
to thdfe of eternity ; in their not carryii^ 
them on - with the * uiuntermitting idea of 
tc^ioinfiinlity'. The evil does not Ife in 
tfaetrii6t: being always on their knees, but 
In their not bHnging their teligion froni 
the clQfet. hito the world ; in their not 
laringiiig the fpirit of the Sunday's devo* 
tioas into the tranfaftions of the week ; 
in not transforming their religion from 
a dry, and Speculative, and inoperative 
fyftem, into a lively, and influential, and 
uaceafmg principle of action. 

p 3 Though 
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Though tJiere are, bl^ed be God! 
in the mod exalted ftations, women who 
adorn their ChrHlian profeffion by a con- 
•iiftent conduft; yet are there not otiiers 
^ho are labouring hard to unke th^ irre- 
condleable interefts of eardi; and heaven ? 
who, while they will not relinqaHK one 
jot of all this world has to beftow, yet't^ 
SK) means renounce thefa: hopes of a better f 
who do not think it uhreafon^Ue that 
their indulgmg in the fulleft pofleffioa of 
prefent pleafure fhould interfere with the 
moft certain reveriion of future glory? 
who, after living in the moft unbounded 
gratification of eafe, vanity, and lu^iry^ 
£uicy that heaven mufl: be attached of 
courfe to a life of which Cbriftianity was 
the outward profelEon, and which has not 
been ftalned by any flagrant 6r difhonoor* 
able aft of guilt ? 

Are there not many who, while they 
entertain a refpeft for religion j (for I 
ft44r?f§ not the unbelieving or the Keen-* 

tious^) 
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tious,) while they believe its truths, ob- 
ferre its forms, and would be Ihocked 
not to be thought religious, are yet im- 
merfed in this life of <£fqualifying world* 
lineisf who, though they make a con* 
fdence of going to the public worfhip 
once on a Sunday, and are fcrupuloufly 
obfervjmt of the other rites of the Churchy 
yet hefitate not to give up all the reft of 
their time to the very iame purfuits and 
pleafures which occupy the hearts and 
lives of thofe whofe enjoyment is not ob* 
Ihiifted by any dread of a future accoum? 
iand who are afiing on the wife principle 
of ^^ the children of this generation^' in 
making the moft of the prefent world 
irom the convifHon that there is no other 
to be expefked* 

It muft be owned, indeed, that faith ||i 
nnfeen things is at times fadly weak and 
defective even in the truly pious; and 
that it is fo, is the fubjeft of their grief 
and humiliation* O ! how does the real 
Chriftian take fliame m the coldnefs of 

P 4 his 
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hk belief, in the lownefs of his attaitt^ 
ments ! How deeply does he lament that 
** when he would dc^ good evil is prefent 

?* withhim!'*— "that the Kfe he now lives 

^* in the flefli, is'' not, in the d^ree it 

ought to be, '^ by. faith in the fcm of 

« God r Yet : one thing is cla|r* Ijow. 

ever we^ his belief may fqem to be^ it 

Is evident tha^ his a^ons are mainly 

governed hf it; he evinces his, %cerity 

to others by a 1^ in fome good deg^^ ana* 

Icfgous to the do^ines he profefl?s : white 

to himfelf he hastes convidion, that faint 

ai his confidence iaay be at time?, yet at 

the Xvorft of times he would not qi^Jiange 

that faint m^urej of , truft and hope for 

all the actual pleafures and pofleilions of 

his mod fplendid acquaintance; and as 

a^ proof of his fincerity he nev^r feeks the 

cure of his dejeftipn, where they feek 

theirs, in the .world, but in God. 

But as to the feuth of worldly perfons, 
however ftrong it may be in fpeculation^i 
however orthodox their creed, one cannot 

help 
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help fcarixig that it is Iktle defeftive in 
fmcerity : for if there were in the miiid 
a full perfuafion of the trvth of revelation, 
and of the eternal blifs it promifes, would 
there not be more obvious diligence for 
its attainment ? We difcover great ardour 
in carrying on worldly projects, becaufe 
we believe the good which we are purfuing 
is real, and will reward the trouble of the 
purfuit : we believe it to be attainable by 
diligence^ and prudently proportion our 
eameftnefs to this conviflion: but whero 
we fee perfons profeiling a lively faith in a 
better wprkl, yet labouring little to obtain 
an inter^ in it, can we forbear fufpe£Ung 
that their belief, pot only of their own 
title to eternal happine&, but of eternal 
happinefs itfeif, is not w^U grounded? 
and that, if they were to " exzxaint them-> 
** felves truly,'* the faith would be found 
to be much of a piece with the practice ? 

Even that very tafte for enjoyment 
which leads the perfons in queftion to 
poflefs themfelves of the qualifications for 

the 
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the pleafures^ of the exifting fcene ; that 
wnderftanding which leads them to acquire 
thofe talents which may enable them to 
relifli the reforts of gaiety here, ihould 
induce thofe who are really looking for ai 
future ftate of h^pinefs to wifh to 
acquire fomething of the tafte, and temper, 
and talents, which may be confidered as 
qualifications for its enjoyment, ^ The 
negleft to do this muft proceed from one 
of thefe two caufes ; ' either they muft 
think then* prefent courfe a fafe" and pro- 
per courfe ; or they muft think that death 
is ta produce fome fudden and furprilihg 
^dteration in the human charafter : but 
the ofBc<? of death is to tranfpoft us to a 
new ftate, not to transform us to a new 
nature: the ftroke of death is intended 
to effeft our deliverance out of this world, 
and our introduftion into another j but it 
is not likely to effeft any fudden and fur- 
{>rifing or total change in our hearts or 
oiir taftes : fo far from this, that we are 
jkffured in Scripture, ^^ that he that ia 

'' filthy 
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*^ fildiy will be filthy ftill, and be that h 
*' holy will be holy fUU/'. Though we 
believe that death will completely cleanfe 
the holy foul from its remaining pollutions^ 
that It will exchange defiling corruption 
into perfeft purity, entangling temptatioa 
into complete freedom, want and pai^ 
into health and fruition, doubts and fears 
into perfect fecurity^ and oppreffive weari* 
nels into everlafling reft ; yet there is no 
in^gic in the wand of death which will 
convert an unholy foul into a holy on&i 

And it is awful to refleft, that fuch tempos 
as have the : allowed predominance her^ 
will maintain it for ever : that fuch as the 
will is when we dole our eyes upon the 
things of time, fuch it will be when we 
open them on thofe of eternity. The 
mere a£t of death bo more fits us for 
heaven, than the mere a& of the mafon 
who pplls down our old houfe fits us for 
a new one. If we die with our hearts 
running over with the love of the world, 
t}iere is no prpmife to le^4 us to exped 

that 
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that we fhall rife with them full of the 
love of God : death indeed will fhew us 

to oarfelves fuch as we are, but will not 
make us fuch as we are not : and it wilt 
be too late to be acquiring fclf-knowledge 
when we can no longer turn it to any 
account but that of tormenting ourfelves. 
To illuftrate this truth ftill ferther by an 
allufion familiar to the perfons I addrefs : 
the drawing up die curtain at the theatre, 
though it ferves to introduce us to the 
entertainments behind it, does not create in 
lis any ndw faculties to underftand or to 
relifli thefe entertainments: thefe muft 
hare been long in acquiring; they muft 
tdye l^en provided - befordiand^ and 
brought with us .to the place, if we would 
relHh the pkafures of the place ; for the 
entertainment can only operate on diat 
tafte we carry to it* It is too late to be 
acquiring when lv$ ought to be enjoying. 

That fpirit of prayer and praife, thofe 
^pofitiofls of love, meeknefs, ** peace, 
^ quietncfs, and affurahce j** that indif- 
ference 
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fcrence to the felhion of a world which It 
pafiing away; that longing after deliver- 
ance from iin, that defire of hblinefs, to^ 
gether with all the fpecific marks of the 
fpirit here, muft furely make fome part 
of our qualification for the enjoyment of 
a world, the pleafures of which are all 
fpirituaL And who can conceive any 
thing equal to the awful furprife of a 
fcwil long immerfed in the indulgencies of 
vanity and pleafure, yet all the while lulled 
by the felf-complacency of a religion of 
mere forms ; who, while it counted upon 
heaven as a thing of courfe, had made 
no preparation for it ; who can conceive 
any furprife equal to that of fuch a foul 
on (hutting its eyes on a world of fenfe, of 
which all the objefts and delights were fo 
congenial to its nature, and opening them 
(HI a world of fpirits of which all the cha* 
rafters of enjoyment are of a nature new, 
u^iknown, furprifing, and fpecifically dl& 
fer^it ? pleafures as . inconceivable to its 
ttppreheiiiion and as unfuitable to its tafle^ 

as 
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a$ the gratificatidns of one fenfe are td 
the organs of another, or as the moft ex* 
quifite works of genius to abfolute imbe-^ 
cility of mind. 

While we would with deep humility 
confefs that we cannot purchafe heaven 
by any works or right difpofitions 
of our own, while we gratefully ac* 
knowledge that it mud be purchafed 
for us by " Him who loved us^ and 
** waihed us from our fins in his blood ;'* 
yet let us remember that we have no 
reafon to expe& we could be capable of 
enjoying the pleafures of a heaven fo 
purchafed without heavenly mindednds* 
When thofe perfons who are apt to expeft 
as much comfort from religioii as if their 
hearts were not full of the world, now 
and then, in a fit of honefty aiid low 
fpirits, complain that Chriftianity does 
not make them as good and. as happy as 
they were led to exped from that affur- 
ance, that " great peace have they who 
" love the Lord,'* and that *' they who 

" wak 
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*^ \t9k QXk im^ (hall infant no maimer of 
^^ thing that is good j" when they lament 
that the paths of religion are not thofe 
^ paths of pleafantpels" they were led to 
expeft ; their cafe reminds one of a cele- 
brated phyfician who ufed to fay, that 
the. reafon why his prefcriptions, which 
commonly cured the poor and the tem^ 
perate, did fo little good among his rich 
luxurious patients, was^ that while he was 
labouring to remove the difeafe by rnedi* 
cines, of which they only todc drams, 
grains^ and fcruples ; they were inflamiog 
it by a multiplicity of injurious aliment* 
which they fwallowed by ounces, pounds, 
and pints. 

Thefe fa&ionable Chriftians fhould be 
iieminded that there was no half engage- 
ment made for them at their baptifm ; that 
they are not partly their own and partly 
their Redeemer's. He that is ** bought 
** with a price" is the fole property of 
the purchafer. Faith does not confift 
merely in fubmitting the opinions of tho 

imder- 
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underftanding, but the difpi^tions of the 
heart : religion ■ is not a iacrifice of fen- 
timents but of affections: k is not the 
tribute of fear, extorted from a flave, but 
the voluntary homage of love psid by a 
child. 

NeithCT does a Chriftian's piety confift 
in living iii retreat and railing at the prac^ 
tices of the world, . wtnle, perhaps, her 
heart is full of the fpirit cf th^t world at 
which file b railkig : but ft coafifts in 
fitbdulng the fpirit of the worid smd op*- 
pofing its praAfces evai while her duty 
obliges her to live in it. 

Nor is the fpirit or the Iqve of the 
\vorld confined to thofe only who are 
making a figure in it j nor are its operas- 
lions bounded by the precinds of the 
metropolis nor the limited regions of 
firfl rate rank and fplendor. She who 
inveighs againft the luxury and exceffes 
©f London^ and folaces herfelf in her own 
comparative fobriety, becaufe her more 
^rcumfcribed fortune x:ompels her to take 
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up wilii ^ ^^o&4-liaad pleafures of 
toQqe^vi^ ^«F;tfeF?»g*tep?83t;:wfckJl pfleafute 
^ IHiif^^ ^th ayid&y^ i$ gbveraed trf 
Xbe XaiM ^V.: aad (he whofe ftill ii±ev 
lower <3£p[qTtupi$iie^ Sdnt her tti the petty 
diyerfioHS <ef h^ |>roTSndal town^ Hhehe 
Jbuiied ia ofvifdttu^gr and enlargii^ her own 
finallcr Ipber^ of ygmtjr. .and idienfi&, 
howc^r . ibe * may comfort kerittf fi;v«th 
her own cpmpanctive goodnefg by ndfing 
at the unattainable ploafuresl of the water^ 
uig^pL^e,! or^ of the capkalj k governed 
bgr the fame fpmt.: fo^ jQieliirkoIis as leain^ 
as diflip$^;ed, an^ ^ ^dtiaydgabt as 
e^ufting iur^u]p^ance$ ^m^^.^euld te 
as yain,;^ di^p^Lt^;^4 i^Sx ei^ayagmtt 
as the gayjeft.45^fts of jj^^ inyp^\^ ti&w 

are, ; if > % cpwJd cbaijgf :^ 

It is jiot «ijerely%by what owe^, that :i«^ 

mn beXiw rt^ip ipiiittof^^lMt.iT^ 

no doQ^nflon 4)ver vsy^bptby f^jbrl/,iH»^ 

fidfTJTy wiiat \!re ihou}d piTobd^ doiif 

more ivisie iff ovp^woTy. ^ - < 

Tou «. <L The 
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y The worldly CfcriftiaA, # I may be 
allowed fiich ac' cdntradiftion ' in: terms, 
txvuft not 'imaging that fhe acquits lierfelf 
of.her rdigibus obligatiohs by her mere 
vreekly oblltiDii of prayer. There is no 
^Tenant ^ by: whidi c^mmtmion with 
Ood is: feftrraed ^0 aii hour of *two on 
,the Sunday-: flie does not acquit herfelf 
fcy fetting ipsat a few particular days in 
;the year for the teercife of a periodical 
devotion, and then flying back to the 
iworid' a$ ^cfeigcriy as if fhe were refolded 
f£i i?epayihcrfelf lai^gely for her fhort fit 
«f fetf-detttalv tife ftrcam of pleafure 
TOnhiflg\vith ^ feote 4apid current from 
having bectf interrupted by tfiisf forced 
obftruftlon. * AnSd the aviifity mth which 
<me has feen certam perfb'ns of a ftill left 
^6rreA' chkraafer^ than the dafs Ve have 
Ijefeii fcoiifidering, returh to k whole year^ 
-^tti^iival, after -ike felf-imj)cilbd penance 
'-bf ttiPa,M>a ^^ek; gi^es a ftrfewd Intfma- 
lion that they confid^ed^-the temporary 

abftriaion, 
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abidradbn^ lef$ as an ^& bf penitence for 
the pafty than as a purdiafe of Indesmnity 
for the future.' : Such' bare-weight pro- 
teftants pruderitfy^ amdition for retaming 
the PopHh doftrhie of indulgences, which 
thejrbuy, not indeed of tlte late fpiritual 
court of Rojpie, but .of that fecrfet, fdfc 
acquitting -judge, which, %norahce of its 
own turpitude and of the ftrift recjufre^ 
ments of the divine law has ^ftabliflied, 
fupreme in the tribunal of. every unre- 
newed hczatt. 

But the praftice of fdf-exafliirfafiori is 
impeded with oiie clog, which renders it 
peculiarly inconvenient to thf 'gay. land 
Worldly : for the I'oyd pVophet (wjho was, 
however, himfelf as likely as 5iny one 'to 
be acquMnted with the difficiilties^pecuJiar 
to greatnefs) has anneaBed.as anindifpen* 
lable concomitant -to i" comhiuiiing with 
^« our own heart" that we fliould « beJiilU\ 
Now this ciaufe of the injudion rencfcrs 
the other part of it not a little inconfifteiife 
^ith the prefent habits of faihionable Kfe, 

Q.2 ©f 



of iiviuchj^ii^ is clearly not one of the 
cotaftkilmits. It ivould^ however, greatly 
affift thbfe who do not. altogether decline 
die {»»£Hce, if they eftabliflied into a 
rule the habit of detediitg certain fuipi'' 
tkm ' pirates, by realizing them, as it 
vn;re^ to their otm niinds, by drawing 
theiti out in detail, and placing them 
befere th^ ey^ cloathedin language ; for 
there is nothing that fb efiedually expofcs 
sfflL ^bAicdity: \^htch has paffiid mufter 
for want of fuch an inquifitign^ as giving 
^ (ba^ and ^Ain. iiow many things 
i^hifzh: Qoyr ^pr^ th^nfelves into the 
habit, and ^pifs current^ would then &ock 
us by jtMr pftlps^ble incdnfiftency ! WhO| 
for inftancc, could ftand tl:^ fight of fuch 
a debtor iAd creditor iaccount as this— ^ 
itemf So many card^parti^, balls, and 
operas due to me in the following year, 
fbt fo . nuUiy manuals and meditations 
]>aid beforehand duru^ the laft fix days 
in Lmti With how much indi^iadon 
ib^er this fi;^ggeflion may be treated { 

whatever 
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vihdtffvtT ofFexice may be taken at ftich a 
combination of the ferious and the ludi- 
crous J however we may revolt at this 
idea of fuch a compofition with our 
Maker, when put into fo many words j 
does not the habitual courfe of fome go 
near to realize fuch a ftatement ^ 

But a Chriftian's race^ as a venerable 
Prelate^ obfervef, is not riin at fo many 
heats y but by a conftant courfe and pro- 
grefs is continually gaining 'groimd upon 
iln, and approaching nearer to the king* 
donx of God. 

* 

Am I then ridiculing this picfus retir<>- 
ment of contrite finn^rs? Am I th^ 
jefting at that ^* trottbled Ipirit'* wWcb 
Qod has declared i$ his •* acceptable facri- 
«« fkeJ" God forbid! Such reafemtible 
retirements have been the practice and 
continue to be the comfort of fome of 
the fincereft Chriftians ; and will continue 
to be reforted to as long as Chriftianity, 

* Bifhop Hopkins. 

0^3 that 
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that is^ as long as the world fhall laft. It 
is well to call off the thoughts, even for 
^ (hort time, not only from fin and vanity, 
l;>ut even from the lawful purftuts of 
bufinefs, and the laudable cares of life; 
;uid, at times, to ^nihilate as it were, the 
fpace whiph divides us from eternity, 

*Ti8 grcady wife ta talk with our paft hours. 
And aflc them what report they bore to heaven, 
Andho^Y the^ i^ht have borne more welcome newHf 

Yet to thofe who feek a (hort annual 
retreat as a mere form ; who dignify with 
the idea of a religious retirement a week 
wheii it is rathet unfkihionable to be feen 
in to'^'; who retire with ah unabated 
refolution to return to the maxims, the 
pleafures, and the fpirit of that world 
which they are going mechtoically to 
renounce ; is it not to be feared that 
fuch a Ihort fuccef&on, which does not 
even pretend to fubdue the principle, but 
only to fufpend the aft, may only ferve 
to fet a keener edge on the appetite for 

^he 
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the pleafures they are quitdng ? U it not* 
to be feared that the bow may fly backr 
with redoubled violence hovfi having beeiir 
unnaturally bent ? That by vamiihing oyei^. 
a life of vanity with the externals of ai 
formal and temporary piety, they inay 
not more dangeroufly Ikin over the trouble- 
fome forenefs of a tender confcience, by 
laying 

This flattering unftion to the foiil. 

For is it not among the delufions of a 
worldly piety to confider Chriftianity a& 
a thing which cannot, indeed, lafely be 
omitted, but which is to be got over; a 
certain quantity of which is, as it were, to 
be taken in the lump, with long intervals 
between the repetitions ? To confider relii- 
gion as impofing a fet of hardfhips, which 
mti/i be occafionally encountered in order 
to procure a peaceable enjoyment of the 
long refpite ? That thefe fevere (Conditions 
thus fulfilled, the acquitted Chriftian 
having paid the annual demand of a rigor- 

0^4 ous 



CM reqiiii&ipiiy fiie may n^w krvfoBy re- 
tiim to her sttttD^) dm^' itud the oM 
rtiilM)mng being adjufted, ihe may begin 
a new fcore, and receive the reward of 
Ker punftud obedience in the refumed 

indulgence of thofc gratifications, which 
{he had for a fhort time laid afide as a 
hsixd tafk to pleafe a hard mafter: but 
this taik performed, and the mafter ap« 
peafed, . the mind may difcover its natural 
l!)ent, in joyfully returning to the objeds 
of Its real choice? "Whereat, is it not clear 
fliat if the reli^dus exercifes had pro- 
dtlced the effeft Which it is the nature of 
frue religion to produce, the penitent 
Mild not return with her old genuine 
alacrity to thofe habits of the world, from 
which the pious weekly manuals through 
which fhe has been labouring with the 
punftualit)^ of an almanack as to the day, 
and the accuracy of a bead-roll as to the 
number, was intended by the devout 
authors to refcue their reader ? 

I am 
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I am &r from infinuadng that this 
literal fequeftration ought to be prolonged 
throughout the year^ or that all the days 
of buimefs are to be made equally days of 
folemnity and continued meditation. This 
earth is a place in which a much larger 
portion of a common Chriftian's time 
muft be affigned to a£iion than to con^ 
templation. Women of the higher cla& 
were not fent into the world to fhua 
fociety but to improve it. They were not 
defigned for the cold and vifionary virtues 
of folitudes and monafleries, but for the 
amiable and endearing offices of fecial 
life } they are of a religion which does 
not impofe idle aufterities, but rajoins 
afHve duties ; a religion of which the 
moft benevolent aftions require to be 
fan£tified by the pureft motives ; a religiofi 
which does not condemn its followers 
to the comparatively eafy taik of feclufion 
from the world, but affigns them the more 
difficult province of living uncorrupted 
in it; which, while it forbids them to 

" follow 
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** follow a multitude to do evil,*' includes 
in that prohibition the fin of doing nothing, 
and which moreover enjoms them to be 
followers of him *• who went about doing 
^ good.'' 

But may we hot reafonably contend 
that though the fame fequeftratbn is not 
required, yet that the fame Jpirit and 
temper which one hopes is thought ne- 
ceffary by all during the occafional humi- 
liaticm, muft by every real ChrifBan be 
extended throughout all the periods of the 
year ? And when that is reall/ the cafe, 
when once the fpirit of religion fhall indeed 
govern the heart, it will not only ^imate 
her religious adions and employments, but 
will gradually extend itfelf to the chaftit 
ing her converfation, will difcipjine her 
thoughts, influence her comn\on bufmefs, 
and fanftify her very pleafures. 

But it fhould feem that many who 
cnteitain a ^^«^r^?/ notion of Chriftian duty 
dp not confider it as of univerlal and 
vnremiuing obligation, but rather as a 

duty 



ON A WORLDLY SPIRIT. 235 

duty binding at times on all^ and alwaya 
on fome* To the attention of fuch we 
would recommend that very explicit ad- 
drefs of our Lord on the fubjeft of felf- 
denial, the temper dire£lly oppofed to a 
worldly fpirit ; *^ And he faid unto them 
^* ALL if any man will come after me^ 
*^ let him deny himfelf, and take up his 
^' crofs DAILY." Thofe who think felf- 
denial »ot of univerfal obligation will 
obfervc the word all^ and thofe who think 
the obligation not conjidnt will attend to 
the term daily. Thefe two little words 
cut up by the root all the occafional reK^. 
gious obfervances grafted on a worldly 
life. 

There is indeed fcarcely a more pitiable 
being than one who inftead of making her 
religion the informing principle of all fhe 
does, has only juft enough to keep her in 
continual fear \ who drudges through her 
{Unted exercifes with a fuperftitious kind 
of terror, while her general life fliows that 
(b(P love of Opd is not the governing prin- 
ciple 
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dplc in her heart : Who fecms to 
foffer all the pains and penalties of Chrift« 
ianity, but is a ftranger to ** that liberty 
** wherewith Chrift has made us free.'* 
het it not be thought a ludicrous invention 
If the author hazard the producing a real 
iHuflnition of thefe remarks in the inflance 
of a lady of this ftamp, who returning 
from church on a very cold day, and 
remarking with a good deal of felf-com* 
|dacency how much fhe had fuSered in the 
{performance of her duty, comforted her- 
taf with adding, ^' that fhe hoped how- 
^ ever it would anfwer.^* 

But there is no comfort in any religion 
fliort of that by which the diligent Chrift- 
lan drives that all his a£):iohs {hall have 
the love of God for their motive, and 
the glory of God for their end ; while 
to go about to balance one's good and bad 
anions one againft the other, and to take 
comfort in the occafional predommance 
of the former, while the cultivation of 

die principle from which they fliould (pring 

is 
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is negUded, is not the road to all thofe 
peaceful fruhs of the fpirit to which truo 
Chriftiaxut^ conduSs the humbly ^nd 
peoiteiit beli^er. 

Bdt I am aware that a bettesr caft 

of characters than thofe we have beeii<:oa« 

templatiog ; that evea the amiable and 

the well-diipofed^ who while they w^at 

courage to reliil what they have too mudi 

principle to think right, and too much 

fenfe to juftifyy will yet plead for the 

paiUatins fyftem, and accufe thefe remarks 

of unneceflkry rigour. They will declare 

^^ that really they are ag religious as thejr 

am b* ; they wifli they were better ; ihcf 

have little fatisi^dion in the life thejr 

^^ are leading, yet they cannot break witb 

** the world ; they cannot fly in the hcjt 

^^ of cuftom ; it does not become ink 

*^ dividuals Uke them to oppofe the torrent 

«* of foihion.'* Beings fo interefiing 

abounding with engaging qualities; who 

not only feel the beauty of goodnels but 

reverence the truths of Chriftianity^ and 

are 
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are awfully looking for a general judgi 
taenty one is grieved to bear lament 
" that they only do as others do/* when 
they are perhaps themfelves of fuch. rank 
and importance that if they would begin 
to do right, others would be brought to do 
as they did. One is grieved to hear them 
indolently aflfert that *' they wifli it were 
^^ otherwife," when they poflefs the power 
to make it otherwife, by fetting an example 
which they know would be foUawed. 
One is forry to hear them content them-^ 
felves with declaring, that " they have 
" not the courage to be fingular/' when 
they muft feel by feeing the influence 
of their example in worfe things, that 
there would be no fingularity in piety 
itfelf, if once tkey became fincerely pious, 
ficfides, this diffidence does not break 
out on other occafions. They do not 
blufh to be quoted as the oppofers of 
'an old mode or the inventors of a new 
one. Nor are they equally backward 
^n being the iirft to appear in a ftrange 

fafliion. 
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^fliion, fuch an one as often excites w<m- 
der, and fometimes even offends againfl: 
delicacy. I^et not then diffidence be 
pleaddd as an excufe only on occafions 
vfhettin courage would be virtue* 

Will it be thought too harfli a queftiott 
if we venture to arfk thefe gentle cha- 
racters who are thus intrenching them- 
felves in the imaginary fafety of multitudes, 
^nd who fay ^' w6 only do as others do/' 
whether they are willing to run the 
tiemendous fifk of confequences, and ta 
fare af others fare ? 
. But while thefe plead the authority 
Bf:5afliionas a fufficient reafon for their 
conformity to the world, one who pleads a 
paramount authority pofitively fays, ** Be 
*^ ye not conformed to the world.'* Nay, 
tt:is ui^edas the very badge and diftindHon 
by which the charaSer oppofite to the 
Chriftian is to be marked, ^ that the 
^* friendlhip of the world is enmity with 
« God/' 

3 Tempt. 
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TemptattoB to confonn .to the world was 
never perhaps more irrefiftible than In the 
4|tys which immediately preceded the 
Deluge. (And no man could ever have 
pleaded the fafl$i$n in ordo: to juftify 
a criminal affitoilation with the reigning 
manners, with more propriety than the 
Patriarch Noah. He had the two grand 
and contending objeds of terror to en- 
counter which we have \ the £ear of ridi- 
cule, and the fear of deftru^on; the 
dread of (in, and the dread pf fingularity. 
Our caufe of alarm is at leaft equally 
preffing with his ; for it does not appear, 
even while he was aftually obeying the 
Divine command in providing the means 
of his future &fety, that h&faw ^obcj afhial 
fymptoms of the impending ruin. So 
that in one fenfe be might have truly 
pleaded as an excufe for flacknefe of pre- 
paration, ^ that all thmgs continued as 
*^ they were from the beginning j** while 
many of us, though the ftorm is begun^ 

never 
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ttiVer think of providing the rdfuge i 
though we have had a fiiUet revelation, have 
feen Scripture illuftrating, prophecy ful* 
filling) with every awful drcumftaiice that 
can either quicken the mod fluggifli re^ 
miflhefS) or confirm the feebleft faith.' . . 

Befides, the Patriarch's plea for follow-^ 
ing the fafliion was ftronger th^ you can 
produce. While you muft fee that many 
are going wrong, he faw that none wer6 
going right. " All flefh had corrupted 
*• his way before God ;'* whilft, blefled 
be God ! you have flill inftahces enough* 
of piety to keep you \a countenance.- 
While you lament that the world feduces 
you, (for every one has a little world 
of his own,) your world pethaps is only a 
petty neighbourhood, a few fti'eets and 
fquares ; but the Patriarch had really the 
contagion of a trfiole united world to 
refiifl : he had literally the example of the 
whole .face of the earth to oppofe. The 
** fe?ar of man'* alfo would then have 
been a more pardonable huh, when the 

VOL, 11. K livea 
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lives of the faiae vnlivl^uals w^o w^re 
likely to eaxttc rtSpcdi or fear was pro- 
longed many ^ges, than it cali be in 
iiac ihorc period now afligned to human 
li£s. And that amnion AouM operate 
ftill Ids poiiretfiiily vhidi is the breath of 
a being fe irail and £o flioit-lived^ 

That he doth ceafe to be, 
E'er one can fay he is. 

You vfho, fmd it iq diftcHit to «i(hfta|^ 
^e indiyidcial ailpreinent xaf one modiik 
acquaintance, would in th(^ P^tfiar^h's 
cale have concluded the ftri^gle tobequile 
meffeflualy and yould have .fi|n)^ ^oid^ 
d)e iUppofed frnideflhefs «f r^ftaiM^^r 
Myfelf/* would you not have £^ ? ^^ or 
at moft say little fiiunily of e^ht perft^ 
can nevier hope to (lop this torrent 
^ ofcorrupdon^ I lament the iruitlefihe& 
cf oppojdtbn ; 1 deplore Ac neqefiity of 
Qonformity with ^e prevailing fyft^a : 
bifit 4t wopid be a fooKA prefiimption 
to bof e that 006 family i:aii effeft a 



r 
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•^ choiigc in the ftate of the World/' 
In yodr oivtt cafe, however, it h not 
certain to how wide an extent the hearty 
tinJon of evte fewer perfons in foch a 
catife might reach : at leaft i^ it nothing 
to dd #hat )be ^triarch (fidf was it 
Nothing ta p^eferve hidifelf from tbtf 
gcnef^ deftrtl&ionf was it nothing to 
delhr^ his • owii foul? wis il nothing M 
tttant tl^ fouls <^ his whole family ? 

It ia ceiQiinly a msurk of a found judg^ 
ment to con^ply with the world whenn 
ever we ikfely ean; fuch compBsuice 
ftren^^ens duf influence 1^ refer visig to 
Mi^yves the greater weight of authority 
on di<^ occafions, when oiir confcience 
ebfigens us t^ 4iSer. Thofe who are vnik 
wiU dieerftilly conform to bS its kmoceftC 
u&ges ; but thofe who areChri^iang will 
be fcnqpuleus in defining laidiidvan realty 
innocent prerioufr to their cot^rmity ta 
^xau Not what the world, but wfcat 
Ae Oofpel cMs innocent will be fbund 

K z at 



^44 PN A WORLDLY SPIRIT* 

at the grand fcrutiny to )>ave been really 
fo. A difcreet Chriftian will, take due 
pains to be convinced he is rj^t before 
he will pr^fume tOrbe fingiilar :. h^t from 
the inftant he is :perfu?i4e4 ; tft^it the 
Gofpel is true5' and the world of ^omk 
wrong, he will no longer rifkjhis fafety 

by following nuiltitudesj .0^ Ilk) f$i^ hy 
ftaldng it oti hjun^in opinion. ;riAU our 
moil . dangerous [miildkies . affife /som. own 
not conftantly iiseferring : our pr^iie: : to 
the .ftandard o{ fcrjpture, i iftftjsadj jof tjie 
mutable ft^nd^rd pf human opi^n, , by 
which it is in;ipo0ible to fix the resd valije 
of charafter^. For this lajtter ftaiij^d in 
fome cafes determines thofe, tp i^; good 
who do not ru9 all .the lengt]^ in which. 
^1 noforioufly bad allow thj^ii^ves, 
Thp Qpfpel hjLS m univerlal, the-i^rljl' 
^as a lecal fta&dard of ^odi^s : in fome 
jfocieties certiua vices csdone jare difttfxjour- 
ibkif fuch a^ covetoufnefs and cowardice ; 
white.thofe fins of which our Saylovir ha^ 

' ' faidj. 
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fold, thiit they which commit them ^^ fhall 
^ npt hiherit the kingdom of God/' 
detraft liothing from thie refpfefl: fome 
petfoni! receive. Nay thofe very charac- 
ters, whom the Almighty has exprefsly 
declared '^ He will judge *," are received, 
are careffed, in that which calls itfelf the 
beft company. 

But to weigh our a£Hons by one iftand- 
ard now, when we know they will be 
judged by ' another ' hereafter, Nvould be 
reckoned the height of abfurdity in any 
tranfaftions but thofe i^hich involve the 
interefts of eternity. ' " How readeft 
*^ diou??' is a more fpecific ■ diredKon 
than any compai-ative view of our owfi 
habits with the habits of others : and at' 
the final ;bar it will.be of little avail that 
our adions have rifen above thoffe bf bad 
men, if our views and principles fhall be 
found to have been in oppofition to the 
Gofpel of Chrift. 

* Hebrews, xiii, 4, 

^ 3 Nor 
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Nov h their pra^ice more commend^ 
abk, who are ever on the watch, to piek 
out the wor^ a£ticm$ of good pai, bf 
Wfiy of juftifying thar o\yn coi|du(^ iMt 
the comparUon. The laultf <]^ tiie bed 
meny ^^ for there is not a juft man upoa 
<« the earth who fianeth nof/' ^aw ia na 
wife juftify the errors of the word : and 
it is not invariably the example of even 
good men that we muft take for our un^ 
erring rule of conda6;: nor is it by a 
fmgle aftian that either they or we IhaU 
I}e judged, for in ihat eafe who cotsM be 
faved ? but it i$ by the general preiraleMe <^ 
right pnndples smd good habits ; by the 
predominance of holinds and r^ikteou£* 
ixefs^ and temperance in the life, and ^ 
thq power of hwnility, £uili aad lore* in. 
xk^ heart. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Oh the leading doilrines ^ CbriJHaniiy.'^ 
^Tbe c9mtption 6f human nature. — The 
do6lrme ef redempH(m.^-Th'e necefftty (f 
a change of hearty and (f the (Svine in^ 
jUtencei ft pr9du€e that change^ — With a 
Jket^ efthe Chrijlian ehara6ler. 

JThe author having in this little work 
taken a view of the falfe notions often 
imbibed in caWy* life from a bad education, 
and of their pernicious effeffts ; and having 
attempted to point out the refpedive re- 
medies to thefe, flie would now draw all 
thstf has been* faid to a point, and declare 
pkinlf what fhe htimWy coniceives to be 
the fource whehce all thefe fkllfe notions, 
alEid this^ wrong conduflr, have procedeed : 
The prophet Jeremiah fhaH anlWcr, '* It 
^ i& becaufe they have forfeken the foun- 
^ taift of UviBg waters, and have h&vm 

R 4 ** out 
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^' out to themfelves cifterns, broken cif- 
*^ terns that can hold no water :** it is 
an ignorance paft belief of what Chrift- 
ianity really is: the replevy, therefore, 
and the only remedy that can be applied 
with $aiy profpeift of fuccefs, is REnoio^f, 
and. by Religion (he would b^ uAderftood 
(o mean the Goipel of Jefus Chrift, 

It has .bejep before hinted, that Religion 
^ould b^ taught at an early^ period of 
life^ th^t children fhould h^.brotfgkt up 
*' in the nurture and admonition of the 
*' Lord/* The manner in which they 
fhould be taught has lifcewife with great 
plainnefs been fuggefted ; that it fhoiild 
|)e done in fo lively and familiar a manner 
as. to make Religion amiable, and he^; 
ways to appear, what they really are, 
f' w^ys of pleafantnefs/* And a flight 
Iketch has been given of the genius of 
Chriftianityjj by which her amiablenefs 
would mpre clearly appear, put this> 
being a fubjeft of fpch yaft importance, 
compare4 with which every other fubjeft 
l^inks into aothing 5 it fe^ms not fufHclent to 
i fpeak 
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fpeak on the[do£lrines and duties of ChTifl:- 
hmtyindetached parts, but it is of importance 
to point out, though in abrief manner, the 
mutual jd[q)endence of one do^ftrine upon 
another, and the influence which thefe doc- 
tripes have upon the heart and life, fo that the 
duties of Chriftianity may be feen to grow 
out of its dodrines : by which it will ap- 
pear that Chriftian virtue differs ejjentiallj 
from- Pag^: it is of a quite diflFerent 
)dnd: the plant itfelf is different, it comes 
from a different root, and grows in a di£. 
£erent Ibil. 

By. this it will be feen how the hum- 
bling doftrine of the difobedience of our 
firft parents, and the confequent corrup- 
tion of human nature, make way for the 
bright difplay pf redeeming love. How 
from the abafing thought that ^' We are 
all as flieep going aftray, every one in 
his own way :*' that none can return 
to the fliepherd of our fouls, *' except 
^ the Father draw him:" that *« the 
f* natural man cannot receive the things 

**of 
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*^ of the fpirit, hecaufe they are fj?i«ittoUy 
*^ difcerned :'' how from this huoviiQtmg 
view of the helpieffa^s^ as well ^» the 
^h and corruj^m of humau otttee^ wc 
are to turn to that aniniatmg dofiifine, 
the offer of divine c^fiance^ So that 
though human naiLure wilt appear fhsm 
this view lA a deeply degraded ftate^ and 
confequently dl have caufe fof huinility, 
yet not one has cauie for di^^:. the 
dii^fe indeed is dreadful, but at phj^fimn 
is at hand, both able and willing €0 fave 
us : though we are naturally ^^ wildkoaf 
*^ ftrengthj our he^ is laid upon ene 
'^ that is mighty/* 

We fhould obferve then, that the <foo^ 
trines of our Saviour are, if I may fo 
fpeak, like his coat, all wove9 intQ' one 
piece* We fliould get fuch a view of 
their reciprocal dependence as to be per- 
fuaded that without a deep fenfe of oui» 
own corruptions we can never ferioufly 
believe in a Saviour, becaufe the fubftan- 

tiai and acceptable beU^f '^ Hipft Wi* 

always 
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always arife from the convi&ion of our 
waokt of Hxau That without a firm per* 
fuaikm that the Holy Spirit can abn^ 
reftore our fallen nature, repair ttie rpins 
of fin» aad renew the image of God upon 
the heart, we never fhall be brought to 
(crk>u$, humble prayer for repentazice 
and reftoratioii ; md that, without this 
repentance there is no &lvation : fotf 
though Phrift has died for us, and con^ 
fequeiuly to Him alone we iit>uft look as 
a Saviour, yet He has himfelf declared 
that lie will &ve none bat true penitent&i 



OK THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN COR-i 

RUPTION. . 

To come now to a more particular 
ftatement of thefe doiftrines. —When an 
important edifice is about to be ereded^ a 
wife builder will dig deep, and look well 
to the foundations, knowing that without. 
this the fabric will not be likely to ftand. 

6 ' The 
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The foundation of the Chriftian reli^on,* 
out of which the whole ftrufture may 
be faid to arife, appears to be the doftriiie 
of the fall of man from his original ftate 
of righteouihefs ; and the corruption, 
guilt, and helpleifnefs of human nature, 
^hich are the confeqqences of this &U, 
and which is the natural ftate of every one 
bom into the world. To this doftrine 
ft is important to conciUate the minds, more 
efpecially of young perfons, who are pecu- 
liarly difpofed to turn away from it as a 
morofe, unamiable, and gloomy idea : they 
are apt to accufe thofe who are more 
ftrid and ferious, of unneceflary feverity, 
and to fufped them of thinking, unjuftly 
ill of mankind. The reafons which pre- 
judice the inexperienced againft the doc- 
trine in (jueftion appear to be the follow- 
mg. 

Young perfons themfe|ves have feen 
little of the world. In pleafurable fociety 
fhe world puts on its moft amiable ap- 
pearance j and that foftnefs and urbanity' 

which 
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wUch' ' prevail, particularly amongfl: per- 
fpAS of faihioni are liable to be miftaken 
for more than they are really worth. The 
oppofidon to this doflirine in the young, 
arifes partly -from ingenuoufnefs of hearty 
partly from indulging themfelves in favor- 
able fuppofitions refpeding the world, 
rather than of purfuing truth, which is 

always the gfand thing to be. purfued; 
and partly from the popularity of the 
tenet, that every body is fo wonderfully 
good, - . 

Now the error itfelf in youth arifes 
from their not having a right ftandard of 
moral good and evil themfelves ; that 
they are apt to have, no very drift fenfe of 
duty, or of the neceffity of a right and re- 
ligious motive to every aft. 

Moreover, young people are apt not 
to know themfelves. Not having yet been 
much expofed to temptation, owing to the 
prudent reftraints in which they have been 
kept, they little fufpeft to what lengths 
in vice they themfelves are liable to be 
• carried. 
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carried, nor how hr othen afluallyarcr 
carried ^ho are iet free ftom thde re«> 
ftraints. 

Having laid down thefe as fome of the 
caufes of error on this poiiit, I proceed to 
obferveon what ftrong grounds the doftrine 
kfelf ftandsi . 

Profane hiftory abundantly^ confirms 
this truth : the hiftory of the world being 
m faft little elfe than the Inftory of the 
crimes of the Kutnaii race. Even though 
the annals of remote ages lie fo involved 
in obfcurity, that fome degree of unccr- 
tamty attaches ilfetf tb many of the events 
recorded, yet this one ttuth is always clear, 
that moft of the miferies which have been 
brought upon mankind, have profceeded 
from this innate depravity. 

The world we Eve in furnilhes abundant 
proof of this truth. In a virorld formed on 
the deceitful theory of thofe who affert 
the innocence and dignity of man, almoft 
all the profeflions, as they would have 
been rendered ufekfs by foch a ftate erf 

innocence, 



iimocen^e, ^uU not have exifled. With- 
out iia Aere woqM have been no ficknefs ; 
enreiry medical profeflbr is a ftanding tvu. 
deeke of. this fad trutiu Sin not only 
brought iid$:nefe but death into the world ; 
confisque^tly 'every ftincral prefents a more 
ittcfrt^gaJ^ axgume&l than a thoufanj 
fecmohs. Had man perfe veredin his original ' 
integrity^ there could have been no litiga- 
tioa, for there would be no contefts about 
property in a world where Hone would be 
incH©^ 't<$ attack it# Profeflfars of law, 
thf3rfeft)r^ frotn the attorney who profecut» 
ft>r ft tre^&y to the pleader who de&ndt 
a crimkmi, or the judge who dondemnt 
him» loudly confirm the doctrine. £v€ry 
vi^lory by fea or land ihould teach ui 
to ivjoide with hiuaiiliation, for conqued 
itfelf brings a terrible, though fpkndkt 
artoftadon to the truth of the fail of 

mm* 

Even thofe who deny the doftrine, aft 
univerfftHy on the principle. Why do we 
a& iecure our houfea with boks^ and bars^^ 

and 
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and locks ? Do we take thefe fteps td 
defend our lives or property from any 
particular fear ? from any fufpicion of diis 
neighbour, or that fervant, or the other 
invader ? No :— It is from a praftical 
conviftion of human depravity ; fi;om a 
conftant pervading, but undefined dread 
of impending evil arifing from an inbred 
fenfe of general corrupticm. Are not 
prifons built and laws enaded on the fame 
practical principle ? 

But not to defcend to the more degraded 
part of our fpecies. Why in the fkireft 
tranfadion of bufinefs is nothing executed 
without bonds, receipts, and notes of 
haxMl?. Why does not a perfeft con- 
fidence in the dignity of human nature 
abolifh all thefe fecurities ? If not between 
enemies, or people indifferent to each 
other, yet at lead between friends and 
kindred, and the moft honourable con- 
nexions? Why, but becaufe of that 
univerfal, inborn fufpicion of man to man i 
which, from all we fee, and hear, and fee), 

is 



Is interwoven with our very make? 
Though we do not entertain any individual 
fufpicion,.-nay, though we have thfe 
ftrongeft ferfmd confidence, yet the ac- 
knowledged prind{^ of conduct has this 
dodrine for its bafis. ^^ I will take a 
** receipt though k were from my 
** brother/' is the eftablifhed voice of 
mankind ; or as I have heard it more 
artfully put^ by a fallacy of which the very 
difguife difcovers the principle, *^ Think 
*^ every man honcft, but deal with him as 
■* if you knew him to be othefwife**' 
And as, in a ftate of innocence, the beafts 
would not have bled for the fuftenance of 
man, fo their parchments would not have 
been wanted as inftruments of his fecurity 
^gainft his fellow man. 

But the grand arguments for this doc* 
trine muft be drawn from the Holy 
Scriptures : and thefe, befides implying it 
almoft continually, exprefsly affert it; 
and that in inilances too numerous to be 
brought forward here. Of thefe may I 

VOL. II. s be 
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be allowed to produde a few ? " God 
*^ faw that the wickednefs of man was 
** great, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evfl 
continually :*'— " God looked upon the 
** earth, and behold, it was corrupt j for 
allfiejh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth. And it repented the Lord that 
** he had made man on the earth, and it 
" grieved him at his heart* r This is a 
pifture of mankind before the flood j and 
the portrait does not prefent more favour- 
able lineaments after that tremendous 
judgment had taken place. The Pfalms 
•abound in lamentations on this depravity. 
** They are all gone afide ; there is rum 
*^ that doeth good, no not one^^ — " In 
** thy fight,'* fays David, addreffing the 
Moft High, ** fhall no man living be jufti- 
" fied.'' Job in his ufual lofty ftrain of 
interrogation, aiks, " What is man that 
^^ he fhould be clean, and he that is 

* GeneCs, vi. 

" born 
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** born of a woman thatt he fhould be. 
righteous? Behold the heavens are 
not clean in His lights how much mote 
^^ abominable and filthy is man, who 
** drinketh iniquity like water ?** 

But the Scriptures do not leave us 
to draw this as a con/equence; xhtjjiate the 
matter plainly. The wife man tells us, 
that " foolifhnefs is bound up in the heart 
** of a child .•** the prophet Jeremiah affures 
us, " the heart is deceitful above all things, 
** and defperately wicked :'* and David 
plainly dates the doftrine : " Behold I was 
** fhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 
*^ mother conceive me/' Can language 
be more explicit ? 

The New Teftament corroborates the 
Gld. Our Lord's reproof of Peter feems 
to take the doftrine for granted : ** Thou 
^^ favourcft not the things that be of God, 
f* but thofe that be of man;*^ clearly 
intimating, that the ways of man are oppo- 
fite to the ways of God.- And our Saviour, 
in that aSe£ting difcourfe to his difciples, 

s 2 tells 
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wUs them plainly that, as they were by his 
grace made diferent from others, therefore 
they muft expeO: to be hated by thofe 
who were fo unlike them. And it (hould 
be particularly obferved, that our Lord 
denominates thofe, upon whom no change 
of heart hid taken place, « the world." 
H If ye were of the world, the world 
w would love its own; but I have chofeik 
«« you out of the world, therefore the 
«* wotid haicth you *." St. John, writing 
to his Chriftian church, ftates the fame 
truth. ** We know that we are of God, 
«« and the whole world lieth in wicked- 

- nefs.'* 

Man in his' natural ftate is likewife 
tfepiefented as in a ftate of ^/7/, and under 
the diQjleafure of Almighty God. « He 
«* tfiat believeth not the Son Ihall not fee 
♦•life 5 but the wrath of God ^idetk on 
«« him." Evidently implying, that all 
naturally are under the virrath of God. 



• John, XV. 19. 
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Hft nstf urial (late is fikewife d^fqiit^d as 
a helplefs ftate, ^^ The cam^ mkid 14 
" eninky agamft God j (awful thought !) 
*^ for k is not fubjeft to th^ law of God^ 
** ndther indeed can* be. So* then th^ 
*' that are ia the flefh tatinot pleafe God." 
What the Apoftle means by b^ing in the. 
flejh is evident by what follows } for fpeak« 
ing of thofe whofe hearts were changed by- 
divine grace, he fays, ** But ye are not ia 
" the flefti, but in the fpirit, if fo be that 
*^ the Spirit of God dwell in you:** 
that is, you are now not in your natural 
flate : the change that has pafled on your 
inxnds by the influence of the Spirit of 
Qod is fo great, that your ftate may pro* 
perly be called being in the fpirit. Yet 
the fame Apoftle, writing to the churchef 
of Galatia, tells them, that the natural cor* 
ruption of the human heart is continually 
oppofmg the fpirit of holinefs which in* 
fluences the regenerate. *- The flefli 
^' lufteth againft the fpirit, and the fpirit 
^« againft the flefh, and thefe are contrary 

S3 " the 
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♦* the one to the other/' Which paiOTage 
by the way, at the fame time that it proves: 
the corruption of the heart, proVes the 
neceffity of divine influences. And the 
Apoftle, with refpeS: to himfelf, freely 
confeffes and deeply laments the workings 
of this corrupt principle. *' O wretched 
^ man thaf I am !" &c. 

It ha^s been objeSed by fome who have 
oppofed this doft fine, that the fame Scrip- 
tures which fpeak of mankind as being 
firiners^ fpeak of fome as being righteous; 
whence they would argue, that though 
this depravity of humzpi nature may be 
general^ yet that it cannot be uni'verfaU 
This objeftion, when examined, ferves 
only, like all other objeftions againft the 
truth, to eftablifh that which it was inr 
tended to deftroy. For what do the 
Scriptures affert refpcfting the righteous ? 
That there are fome whofe principles, 
views, and cbnduft, are fo diflfereiit from 
the reft of the world, and from what theirs 
themfelves once were, that while the latter 

are 
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are denominated the " fons of men/* the 
former are honoured with the title of tKe 
*^ fons bf God/* But no where do the 
Scriptures affert that they 2X^Jinlefs; on the 
contrary their faults are frequently men- 
tioned ; and they are moreover repre- 
fented as thofe on whom a great change 
has paft : as having been formerly ^^ dead 
** in trefpaffes and fins:'* as *^ being 
** called out of darknefs into light ;'* as 
" tranjlated into the kingdom of God's 
^^ deju: Son ;** as having pajfed from 
^ death to life." And St. Paul put this 
matter paft all doubt, by exprefsly affert- 
ing, that ** they were all by nature the 
*^ children of wrath even as others." 

It might be well to afk one who oppofes 
the doftrine in queftion, and who muft 
confequently fuppofe that there 2xz fome 
finlefs people in the world, how he ' ex- 
perts that fuch finlefs people will be faved 
(though indeed to talk of an innocent 
perfon being faved is a palpable contra- 
di^ion in terms } it is talking of curing 

8 4 a man 
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a ff^an in health,) " Undopbte4ly/' hie vrai 
fey, *^ they will be receiYed iato thofe 
" iJ>odes of blifs prepared for the rightet 
*^ ous/'*— But let him rqu^wib^r there 
is but me way to thefe blifsful abodes^ 
and that is, through Jefixs Chri(l : " For 
f^ there is none other n^me giveji among 
s^ men whereby we muft be faved/' If 
we aik who did Chrifl: come to fave? thq 
Scripture direflly anfwefs, '^ He came 
into the world to fave ftnners ;**— " Hif 
^* name wa$ called Jefus becaufc he came 
^? to faye his people^e?;w theirftmJ'* When 
St, John was favoured with a vifion of 
Heaven, he tells us, that he beheld " * 
" great multitude which no man could 
** number, , of alj nations, and kindred, 
<^ and people, and tongues, ftanding 
V before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
*« clothed with white robes ;'* that oi|e 
of the heavi^nly inhabitants informed him 
vrho they were : " Thefe are they who 
^^ come out of great tribulation, and bav$ 
^< W^0^4 ^sn* rob^s^ apd made them 

'^ whitg 
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^ white in the blood of the Lamb ; there* 
** fore are they before the throne of God, 
^ and ferve Him day and night in his 
^ Temple ; and He that fitteth on the 
^^ throne fliall dwell among them ; they 
^ fhall hunger no more, neither thirft 
^ any more, neither fhall the fun light 
** on them, nor any heat ; for the Lamb 
^^ which is in the midft of them fcall 
^^ feed them, and fhall lead them to living 
^^ fQmitain3 of waters, and God fhall 
** wipe away all tears from their eyes/^ 
We fee by this defcription what thefe 
glorious and happy beings once were; 
they were Jinful creatures : their robes 
were not fpotlefs : ** They had wq/hed 
^^ them and made them white in the 
^* blood of the Lamb/* They were like- 
wife once a fuffering people : they 
came out of great tribulation. They 
iare defcribed as having overcome the 
great tempter of mankind, *' by the blood 
^> of the Lamb * :" as they who " fol- 

* Rev. xiL 14. 
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** low the Lamb wherefover he goeth :" 
as " redeemed from among men *." And 
their employment here defcribed is a fatther 
confirmation of the dodrine of which we 
are treating. ** The great multitude/* » 
&c. &c. we are told, ** flood and cried 
*^ with a loud voice, Salvation to our 
♦* God, who fitteth upon the throne, and 
'' to the Lamb/* Here we fee they afcribe 

their falvation to Chrift, and confequently 
their prefent happinefs to his atoning 
blood. And in another of their celeftial 
anthems, they exprefsly fay fo : " Thou 
** waft flain, and haft redeemed us to 
*« God by Thy blood, out of every kin- 
** dred, and tongue, and people, and 

<« nation t-'' 

By all this it is evident, that as men of 
any other defcription than redeemed Jinners 
muft gain admittance to heaven fome 
other way than that which the Scriptures 
point out J fo when they get thither, their 

* Rev. xiv. 4. f Rev. v. 9. 
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employment will be different, and they muft 
have an anthem peculiar to themfelves. 

It is urged that the belief of this doctrine 
produces many ill effeSs, and therefore it 
ihould be difcouraged. That it does not 
produce thofe ill effeds, when not mif- 
underftood or partially reprefented, we 
fhall attempt to fliow : at the fame time 
let it be obferved, if it be really true we 
muft not rejefl: it on account of any of 
thefe fuppofed illrconfequences. Truth 
may often be attended with difagreeable 
effeas, but if it be truth it muft ftill be 
purfued. If, for inftance, treafon Ihould 
exift in a country, every one knows the 
difagreeable effeds which will follow fuch 
a convidion; but our not believing fuch 
treafon to exifl, will not prevent fiich 
efFefl: following it, on the contrary our 
believing it may prevent the confequences. 

It is objefted, that this doftrine debafes 
human nature, and that finding fault 
with the building is only another way of 
ftnding fault with the archited. To the 

firft 



fir ft part of thift.objeftion it mity be rer 
marked, that if man be really a corrupt 
fallen being, it is proper to reprefent him 
as fuch : the £ciult then lies in the man, and 
not in th^ do^rine^ which only ftate^ the 
truths Ab to the inference which is fup- 
pofed to follow, namely, that it throws 
the fault upon the Creator, it proceeds 
upon the falfe fuppofition that man's 
prefent (late is the ftate in ^hich he was 
originally created: on the contrary the 
Scriptures affcrt, that " God made man 
** upright, but he hath found out many 
•* inventions/* 

Jt is likewife objected, that as this doc<r 
trine muft give us fuch a bad opinion of 
mankind, it mull, confequqntly produce 
ilUwill, hatred, and fufpicion* But it 
fliould be remembered that it gives us 
^o worfe an opinion of mankind than it 
gives us of ourfelves ; and fuch views of 
ourfelves have a very lalutary eflfcd, in- 
a&iuch as they have a tendency to pro- 
duce humility ; and humility is not likely 

tQ 
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to produce ill-will to others, " for only 
** from pride cometh contention :*' and as 
to the views it gives us of mankind, it 
rcprefents us zs fellow ftifferen j and furely 
the confideration that we are compamons 
in mifery is not calculated to produce 
hatred. The truth is, thefe eflPefb have 
adlually followed from a falfe and partial 
view of the fubjeft. 

Old perfons who have fcen much of 
the world, and who, have little religion, 
are apt to be ftrong in their belief of 
man's aftual corruption j but not taking 
it up on Chriflian groimds, this bdief ia 
them fhows itfelf in a narrow and malig- 
nant temper ; in uncharitable judgment 
and harlh opinions. 

Sufpicion and hatred alfo are the ufes 
to which Rochefaucault and the other 
French philofophers have converted this 
doftrine: their acute minds intuitively 
found the corruption of man, and they 
faw it without its concomitant and cor- 
reding doftrine: they allowed man to 

be 
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be a depraved creature, but difallowed his 
high original : they found him in a low 
(late but did not conceive of him as hav-^ 
ing feUen from a better. They reprefent 
him rather as a brute than an apoftate ; 
not taking into the account that his pre-* 
lent degraded nature and depraved facuU 
ties are not his original (late : that he is 
not fuch as he came out of the hands of 
his Creator, but fuch as he made himfelf 
by fin. Nor do they know that he has 
not even now loft all remains of his pri- 

*mitive dignity, but is ftill capable of a 
reftoration more glorious 

Than IS dreamt of in their Philofophy. 

Perhaps, too, they know from what they 
feel^ all the evil to which man is inclined ; 
but they do not know, for they have 
not felt, all the good of which he is capa-^ 
ble by the fupcrinduftion of the divine 
principle : thus jthey afperfe human nature 
infteadof fairly reprelenting it, and in fo 

doing 
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doing it is they who calumniate the great 
Creator. 

The doftrine of corruption is likewife 
accufed of being a gloomy, difcouraging 
doftrine, and an enemy to joy and com* 
fort. Now fuppofe this objeftion true in 
its fuUeft extent. Is it any way unreafon* 
able that a being fallen into a ftate of fin, 
imder the difpleafure of Almighty God, 
ftiould feel feriotifly alarmed at being in 
fuch a ftate ? Is the condemned criminal 
blamed becaufe he is not merry? And 
would it be efteemed a kind aftion to per- 
fuade him that he is not condemned in 
order to make him fo ? 

But this charge is not true in the fenfe 
intended by thofe who bring it forward. 
Thofe who believe this doftrine are not 
the moft gloomy people. When, indeed, 
any one by the influence of the Holy 
Spirit is brought to view his ftate as it 
really is, a ftate of guilt and danger, it 
is natural t\\2Xfear Ihould be excited in 
his mind, but it is fuch a fear as impeb 

him 
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htm ** to ficc from the wrath to comeV^ 
It is fuch a fear as moved Noah to ** pre* 
" pare an ark to the fa\TOg of his houfe/^ 
Such an one will likewife feel forrow^ but 
not ** the forrow of the world which 
•* worketh death," but that godly forrow 
which worketh repentance : fuch an one 
is in a proper ftate to receive the glorious 
doctrine we are next about to contrai* 
plate; namely^ 

THAT GOD so LOVED THE WORLDj 
THAT HE GAVE HIS ONI-Y BEGOTTEN 
SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVED ON 
HIM SHOULD Not PERISH BUT HAVE 
EVERLASTING LIFE. 

Of this doftrrne it is of the laft import* 
ance to formjuft views, for as it is the 
only dodrine which can ke^p the humble 
pemtent from defpair, fo, on the other 
hand, great care muft be taken that falfe 
views of it do not lead \is to prefumption. 
In order to underftand it rightly, we muft 

I not 
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kot M our imndfi with our own teafojdt* 
ings upon it, whidi lias m^d iotxxc gPo4 
people, but we muft betake ourfelves to- 
the fcriptures, wherein we ihall find it fo 
plainly ftated that the miftakes have not 
arifen from a want of cleamefs in the 
fcripturcs, but from ja dcfire to mak6 it 
bend to fome favorite notions* By this 
mode of proceeding it has been rejefted 
by fome, and fo mutilated by others, as 
hardly to retain any refemblance to the 
fcripture dodtrine of redemption. We 
are told in the beautiful paffage laft quoted, 
its fource^— the love of God to a loft 
world: — who the Redeemer was-— the 
Son of God : — the end for which this plan 
was formed and executed,—" That who- 
** foever believed in him fliould not perlfli, 
*' but have everlafting life:^* there is 
nothing furely in all this to promote 
gloomin^fs. If kindnefs and mercy have 

a tendency to win and warm the heart, 

here i$ every incentive to joy and cheer- 

fulnef$. Chriftianity looks kindly upon 

vo^. 11. T ' all. 
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all, and with peculiar tendernefs on fucIi,aS| 
from humbling views of their own un- 
worthinefs, might be led to fancy them- 
felves excluded :— we are exprefsly told 
fliat " Ghrift died for /z///*— that " he 
^ tailed death for every man:*'— that " he 
" died for the fins of the whole world'' 
Accordingly he has commanded that his 
Gcrfjpel Ihould be " preached to every 
** creature 'y* which is in effeft declaring 
that npt a fingle human being is excluded ; 
— rfor to preach the Gofpel is to oflFer a 
Ipaviour : — and the Saviour in the plaineft 
language oflfers himfelf to all, — declaring 
tQ ** all the ends of the earth" — " look 
*' unto me and be faved.** It is there- 
fore, an undeniable truth that no one 
will perifli for want of a Saviour, but for 
tejefling him. 

But to fuppofe that becaufe Chrift has 
died for the " fins of the whole world :'* the 
whole world will therefore be faved is a 
mod fatal miftake : the fame book which 
tells us that " Chrift died for all," tells 
lis likewife the awfal truth that but 

^^ few 
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** few Will be faved !*' And whUft it de- 
clares that " there is no other name 
** whereby we may be faved, but the 
" name of Jefus }** it likewife declares 

THAT " WITHOUT HOLINESS NO MAN 
*' SHALL SEE THE LORD.** 

It is much to be feared that fome, in 
then* zeal to defend the Gofpcl doftrines 
of free grace have materially injured the 
Gofpd doctrine of holincfs:^— ftating that 
Chrift has done all in Tuch a fenfe as that 
there is nothing left for us to do. — But 
do the Scriptures hold out this language ? 
— ** Come, for all things are ready** is 
the Gofpel call, in which we may obferve 
that at the fame time that it tells us that 
** all things are ready,** it neverrhelefs 
tells us that we muft '' cofne.^* Food be- 
ing provided for us will not benefit us 
except we partake of it. — It will not avail 
us that " Chrift our paflbver hfacrijiced 

T 2 ** for 



«* for H&/* iikth " we k^ep '^e feaft/^— 
Wfc tnaft' mak^ ufe 6f " the Foutitmn 

^ #h!ch is opened for fin and unclean- 
« nefe** if M^ wdulcT te >^r^rf. « All, 
" indeed, who are athirji are invited to 
'' take of the waters of life freely j" but 
if we feel no " /A/ry?;** If we do not 
^m^, their faving qualities are of no 
aVail. V * .. 

it is the mmt ^ecbff^^ to infift tXi this 
to the pfefettt day, as thcte is a worldly 
and fafluoiUable, a@ well ^s a low and fee- 
tarian AhtSiomianifcn. ^An ^wairraflted 
2|ffatanae of Saivjrtion founded on a flight, 
tague,^ laitd general confidence ih w^bat 
Ghf Ml baa done and fuflened for as, sts if 
the great obgeQ: of hfe dcnng and fafeting 
had been to ^raaAcipafe h6 from aH duty 
and obedience:-^ 'and that b^caufe be died 
for finners, we «Hght thereft»e Xslfdy atid 
comfortably rgo cm to ^v^ in fm, coatem* 
kig ourfelves with now and then a tran- 
fient, formal, and umntianilig avowal of 

our 



our nnwortyneft, our otjUgatiofii and th^ 
all-fulfiqiency of Jm atonement. By this 
quit-rent, of whiclj qU the <;oft <?o|ififts in 
the aclcnowlfjigmentj the f(?nfualj the 
worldly and the vain fhall find a reftigp 
in he^v^n when driven frpni the enjoyr 
jnents of thi^ world." But this indolent 
Chriftianity is no where t^pght ia the Bible, 
The faith inculcated there is npt a lagy, prq- 
feffional faith, but that faith which *^ pro^ 
t^ duceth ohediqme^^ thfit faith which 
worketh }>y love/' that fai^h of which 
the praftical language is : t*- " Strive thaf 
• you may enter in j*' — '* 3o run thaf 
you may obtain }*' — ^^^o fight that yQi| 
may lay hold on eternal life/'-r-That 
faith which direft^ us " not to be 
weary in well-doing;*' — wliich fay's. 
Work out your own Salvatipn;'* — 
Never forgetting at the fame time " that 
" it is God which worketh in us both to 
*' will and to do." -^ Are thofe rich 
fupplie^ of grace which the GofpeJ offers j 

T ^ are 
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are thofe abundant aids of the fpirit which 
it promifes, tendered to xhejlothful? — ^No. 
—God will have all his gifts- improved. 
Grace ttiuft be ufed, or it will be with- 
drawn. Nor does the Almighty think it 
derogatory to his free grace to declare 
that *^ thofe only , who do his command- 
** ments have right to the tree of life.^' 
Nor do the Scriptures reprefent it as de- 
rogatory to ihtfacrifice of Chrift to follow 
his example in well-doing. The only cau- 
tion is that we muft not work in our own 
ftrength, nor brin^ in our contribution of 
works as if in aid of the fuppofed defc 
ciency of His merits. 

But -we muft not in our aver-cautlon 
fancy that becaufe Chrift has ** redeemed 
*' us from the curfe of the law/* that we 
are therefore without a law. In acknow- 
ledging Chrift as a deliverer we muft not 
forget that he is a lawgiver too, and that 
we are exprefsly commanded to fulfil the 
law of Chrift : if we wi(h to know what 
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his laws ate, we muft ** fearch Jthe Scrip- 
*< tures/* efpecially the New Teftament, 
there we ihall find him declaring 



THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF A CHANGE 
OF HEART AND LIFE } 



That ^ except a man be born again 
" he cannot fee the kingdom of God.** 
That it is not a mere acknowledging His 
authority, calling him " Lord, Lord," 
that will avail any thing, except we 
DO what He commands : that any thing 
fhort of this is like a man building his 
houfe upon the fands, which, when the 
ftorms come on, will certainly fall. In like 
manner the Apoftles are continually en* 
forcing the neceffity of this change, which 
they defcribe under the various names 
of ** the new man* ;*' — " the new crea* 
" turef j"— ** a transformation into the 



* Ephefianf, iv.i 24. f Calatians, vi. 15* 
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98e CHAK0E 4yP H£ART* 



<• knige of Otid* ;**— ^« a pdrdcipadon 
" of the divine ntbxrc^J* Not la thk 
change Tcpre{exitM..2B GOilfl(ti% merely 
in a change of religious opinions ; nor in 
exchanging grofs fins for thofe which are 
more fober and reputable j nor in re- 
nouncing the fins of youth* and afluming 
thofe of a qumter period of life ; nor 
bi leaving qS* isvil prances becaufe men 
tre grown tir^ of them^ or find they 
jAjbre their crddit^ health, or fortune ; nor 
does itconfiftiaitibffeofivpnefg and ol^liging 
inanners, nor ind^ in e^ny fmhiiM>r4 re- 
formation. 

But the chamge, confiftg , in ^* being 
** renewed in the fpirit of our minds ;*^ 
ia being '* conformed to the image of the 
V Son of God ;** ift being ^^ called out of 
** darknefs imo His marveUtHis light/* 
And the whole of thia great ^hange> its 
|)eginning, progre&y ^4 &iaI at:c(HnpU{h« 

/ 

* ^ CorinduaBSf »L t i Peter, i. 4. 

went J 
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meaty far it is reprefexxtod as a gradu;d 
(iiange— is afcribed to 



The INFLtli?HCES OF TIJfi HOLY St>IRIT. 

We are perpetually reminded of otir 
litter inability (p help eurfelves^ that we 
piay fet tJie higher value on thofe gracious 
aids which are held out to us. We are 
told that " we are not fu^cient to think 
^' any thing as of ourielv6s> but oiif 
^' fuffidency is of God/* And when we 
are toW that " if we live after the flefli we 
** fhall die/' "V^e are at the feme time re^ 
minded, that it is ^' through the/pirit thitj 
** we muft mortify the deeds of the body/' 
We are likewife cautioned thai: we *' grieve 
" not the Holy Spirit of G<)d ;'* that wb 
^^ quench not the Spirit/' On the con- 
trary, we ^e exhorted to ^^ lUr up the 
" gift of God which i& in us/' By all 
which esqpreSons, and many others of like 
import, we are taught that while we are to 
^rit)C witl^ humble gratitude every goo4 

thou^htjj 
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thought, word, and work, to the mfluence 
of the Holy Spirit ; we are not to look on 
fuch influences as fuperfeding our own 
exertions ; for it is too pl^^; that we m(y 
rejefl: the gracious offers of afliftance, 
otberwife there would be no occafion 
to caution us not to do it. Our Lord 
himfelf has illuftrated this in the mod 
condefcending and endearing manner: 
^ Behold/' fays he, *^ I (land at the 
^ door and knock. If any man hear toy 
•^ voice, and open the door, I will come 
^ in to him, and will fup with himj' and 
** he with me/* Obferve, it is not faid if 
any man will not liften to me, I will force 
open the door. But if we refufe admit- 
tmicc.to fuch a gueft, we muft abide by 
Ae Gonfequences. 

This fubKme do£lrine of divine aflift- 
ifiite is the more to be prized, not only on 
account of our own helpkffnefs, but from 
<he additional confideration of the power- 
ful adverfary with whom the GhrHlian has 
to contend. An article of our faith by the 

way, 
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wuy, whkh is growing into general dif- 
repute among the politer clafles of. for 
dety. Nay, there is a kind of ridicule 
attached to the very fuggeftion of tb« 
fubjed as if it were exploded on full proof 
of its being an abfolute abfurdity, utterly 
repugnant to the liberal fpirit of an en* 
lightened age. And it requires no fmali 
neatnefs of expreflion and periphraftk 
ingenuity to get the very mention tole^ 
rated.—/ mean the Scripture dodrine of the 
exiftence and power of our great fpiritucd 
enemy. It is confidered by the fafhionable 
fceptie as a vulgar invention which ought to 
be banifhed with the belief in dreams and 
witchcraft i— by the fafhionable Chriftian 
as an ingenious allegory, but not as a 
, literal truth ; and by almoft all as a 
doftrine which when it happens to be in- 
troduced at Church has at leaft nothing 
to do with Hitpewsy but is by common con- 
fent made over to the aijles^ if indeed it 
inuft be retained at all. 

May 
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May I, with great humility aad refpcft, 
prefttme to fugged to our divines that they 
would do well not to lend their countenance 
to thefe modifh curtailments of the Chrift* 
ian faith ; nor to fhun the introdudion of 
this dodrine when it confifts with their 
fubjeft to bring it forward*^ A truth 
which is feldom brought before the ey^ 
imperceptibly grows lefs and \ek im* 
portant ; and if it be an unpleafing truth, 
we grow more and more reconciled to its 
abfence, till ^t length its intruiion becomes 
ctfenfive, and we karn in the end ta 
renounce what we at fitft only neglefteij* 
Becaufe fome coarfe and ranting enthur 
fia£ts have been fond of ufing trewiendoui 
terms with a violence ?md frequency^ as if 
it were a gratification to them to denounce 
judgments, and anticipate torments, cai^ 
tieir coarfenefs or vulgarity mj^e a true 
do&riiie falfe, or an important one trifling ? 
)f fuc^ preachers have given offence by 
fl^ir uncouth mao^i* of h^indling an 

• ^wful- 



tiHAul dodtitie, that indefed furnHhes a cau- 
fion for treating the fiibjieft more difcteetiy,' 
hat it is nb juft reafon for avoiding the 
doaritte. ^tt to keep a truth out of 
fight becataSe it has been abfianfly treated 
or ai ddFetided, might m time be afSgned 
Vs « «afo A for kee{>ing back, one by tme, 
eiretj dofttinc of ottr holy Ohnrch ; foi* 
which of them has not had imprudent 
adv6€ate&o^ weak champions ? 

>i&6 it • remeftiber^d that the do6bine 
ill qucftioft is not ohly interwoven by 
dfiUlfidll, implication, or direft affertion 
throughout the whole Scripture, biit that 
k ftande prominently perfonified at the 
opening of &e New as well as the Old 
Teftament. The deviPs temptation of our 
Lord, in which lie is not reprefented 
figuratively, but vifibly and palpably, ftands 
on t1;e feme ground of authority with other 
events which are received without repug- 
nance. And it may not be an unufeful 
dbfervarioft to remark, that the very re-» 
fufing to believe in an evil Ipirit, is one of 

his 
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his own fuggeftions ; for there is iiot 
a more dangerous ilhiiion than to believe 
gurfelves out of the reach of iUufions^ nor 
a more al^ming f emptation than to &nGy 
that we are npt liable to be tempted. 

But the dark cloud* raifed by this doc* 
trine will be difpelled by the dieering 
certainty that our blefled Saviour having 
himfelf '^ been ten^ted like as we are^ is 
** able to deliver thofe who are tempted.'* 

But to return. From this imperfed 

Iketch we may fee how fuitable the religion 
of Chrift is to fallen man ! How exa£Uy 
it meets every want ! No one needs now 
perifh becaufe he is a finner', provided he 
be willing to forfake his fins ; for *' Jefus 
f^ Chrifl came into the world to fave 
*' finners :" and " He is now exalted to 
*' be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
*^ repentance and forgivenefs of fin.** 
Which paffage, be it obferved, points out 
to us the order in which he beftows his 
bleflings ; he fitft gives repentance^ and 
HitVi forgivenefs. 

We 
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We may likewife fee how much the 
charafter of a true Chriftian rifes above 
every other : that there is a wholenefe, 
an integrity, a completenefs in the Chrift- 
ian character : that a few natural, pleafing 
qualities, not caft in the mould of the 
Gofpel, are but as beautiful fragments, 
or well-turned fingle limbs, which for 
\i^nt of that beauty which arifes from the 
proportion of parts; for want of that connec- 
tion of the members with the living head are 
of little comparative excellence. There may 
be amiable qualities which are not Chrift- 
ian grac66 : and the Apoftle after enume- 
rating every feparate article of attack or 
defence with which a Chriftian warrior 
is to be accoutered, fums up the mattef 
by direfting that we put on *^ the whole 
\^ armour of God/* And this complete^ 
nefs is infifted on by all the Apoftles. 
One pr^iys that his converts may " ftand 
*' perfed and complete in the whole will of 
f God :** another enjoins that they be 
<« psrje£l and entire wanting nothing/' 

Now 
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Now we are not to fuppofe that they 
expected any convert to be without faults ; 
they knew too well the conftitution of the 
human heart ; but Chriftialis muft have 
00 fault in their principle ; their views 
muft be direft, their fcheme muft be fauiu 
lef8 ; their intentim muft be fmgle ; theif 
Jhzndard muft be lofty j their obje^ muft 
be right : their *' mark muft be the high 
^' calling of God in Chrift Jefus-**— 
There muft be no allowed evil, no «wr* 
ranted defedion, no tolerated impurity* 
Though they do not rife as high as they 

ought, nor as they wifli, in the fcale of 
perfeOion, yet the fcale itfelf muft b€ 
corred, and the defire of afcending per* 
petual, counting the degrees they have 
already attained as nothing. Every grace 
muft be kept in exercife, conquefts once 
• made over any evil propenfity muft not 
only be maintained but extended* And 
Yd truth, Chriftianity fo colnprifes con- 
trary, and as it may be thought irrecon- 
cileable excellences, that thofe which fe^m 

2 fo 
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h incoc^fmtiUe as to be incapable by 
nature of t)eing iiuHates of the lame 
breaftj are almoft neceflarily involved m 
the Chriftian oharafter. 

For infl^ance i Chriftianity requires that 
our faith be at once fervent and fober) 
that our love be both ardisnt and laftiBg ) 
that om patience be not only heroic but 
gentle ; (he demands dauntl^fa z^l and ge« 
nuine humility > adive f^vioes iodcompleie 
felf'^TenJundation} high attatnmeilts in good^ 
ne&, with deep cott£:i6ilfne£» of defeat } 
eowag^in reproving, and jtieeknefs in bear^^ 
Ing re^oof ; a quiek piffception of what it 
finfuliy With a-willingne^ td ibrgive tb^ 
offender; a£Hve virtue fe^f to lU all, 
imd pilS¥e virttie toady to ie^ afl^^^We 
xitoft ftrfatdi .£it^ry fect^y isi t}ke fervko 
of out rLordy and yet biving crveify tbcm^ht 
into) ofacadieaiee to HimH'' whife we aim ta 
ttve^ in the ecnercifiB of eNiery Cchiifliall 
garace, vite moft icooilnf omfclves mxpro* 
fitable fervants : we muft 7?Hiar for the 
crown, yet receive it as a giji^ and then 

VOL. lit V lay 
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lay it at our Mafter's feet : while we arc 
l)ufily trading in the world with our Lord's 
talents, we muft *' commune with our 
** heart, and be ftill :** while we ftrivc 
to pradioe the pureft difintereftednefs, we 
muft be contented to meet with felfilhnefs 
ia return ; and while we ftibuld be laying 
out bur Uve^ for the gdod of mankind, 
we iriuft fubmit to reproach -without mur- 
muring, and to ingratitude without refent- 
ihant* Aiid to render .4as equal to all 
|hefe fetrices^ Chriftianity beftows. not 
ooly the; prefcept, but the power : flie does 
^hatVthej great poet, of Etjiia lanaented 
$h|it Reafoii CQuW not do, f^ flie, lends us 
'^ arms <a$ well as rules**' . : . 

^ For hcrcy if not only the wiirldly and 
the timid, but the huntbie and the well- 
difpoled &ould demand with fear and 
treoohUng, i^ Who is fufficte&t for thefe 
^f things ?'^ Revebtion makes > its own 
reTiving anfwer : ** My grace is iufBcient 

^.foTthce.^* 
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But it will be well to diilinguifh that 
there are two forts of Chriftian profcffors^ 
one of which affeft to fpeak of Chrift- 
ianity.as if it were a mere fyftem of doc- 
trine$9 ^^^ ^^^1^ reference to their influ- 
ence on life and manners ; while the other 
confider it as exhibiting a fcheme of 
human duties independent on its dodrines* 
For though the latter fort may admit the 
doftrines, yet they contemplate them as 
a feparate and difconne&ed fet of opinions, 
rather than as an influential principle of 
adtion. — In violation of that beautiful 
harmony which fubfifl:s in every part of 
Scripture between pradtice and belief, 
the religious world furniflies two forts of 
people, who feem to enlift themfelves, as if 
in oppolition, under the banners of Saint 
Paul and Saint James, as if thofe two 
great champions of the Chriftian caufe had 
fought for two mafters. Thofe who 
affed refpe£tively to be the difdples of 
each, treat faith and works as if they 
were oppoiite interefts, inftead of in4 

V 2 feparable 
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tsffLtibl^ pointsu Nay, they go farther, 
a]p4. fet Samt X^ul at vanflii£€jvmh hhni- 

Ndw inftead of reafonkig on the point, 
•kt us refer to the Apoftle in qdeftioH, who 
definitively fettles tfee dilute. The Apofto^ 
Kcal order and niethod iii this r^fpeft 
^f(M*ve notice and inaitadon 5 for it is 
eWef vafele that the ear^ier parts of moft of 
tfte Epiftles abound m the tiodrines of 
ChrifKanity, wkite thofe latter chapters, 
which wind up the fubjetft, exhibit all the 
tMies^ vrhidt grow out of them, as the 
natural and^ neceffery produ^ions . of fmA 
ft Kving^ root. But this alternate mention 
of doftrine and praffice, which feemed 
likely to unite, has on the contrary formed 
a fort of Kne of feparation between thefe 
two orders of beKevers, and introduced 
a broken and mutilated fyftem. Thofe 
who would make Chriftianity confift of 
dtoftrihes only, dw^U, for irrftance, on the 
flrft eleven chapters of the Epiftle to the 
Romails, as contamihg* exchifively the 

fum 
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fum and fubftaoce of tli^ Gofpd. Wiik 
the mere momlifts, \^ho with to ftrip Cbrift-^ 
iaifiity irf her lofty ^d 2^)pPopriate attri- 
butes, delight to dw^ll on the fwe^h. 

chapter, which is a taMt of duties, as 
exclufively a$ if tile prteccditig chapter^' 
made no part of Scripttife. But Paul 

himfeif, who was at leaft as foutid a 
theologian as any of his cctomentator^, 
fettles the matter another way, by making 
the duties of the twelfth grow out of the 
doftrines of the antecedent eleven^ juft as 
any other confequence grows out of its 
caufe. And as if he fufpefted that the 
indivifible union between them might 
poffibly be overlooked, he links the two 
diftinfl: divifions together by a logical 
** therefore,'* with which the twelfth 
begins: — "Ibefeech "^om therefore ^^ (that 
is, as the efFeft of all I have been inculcat- 
ing,) " that you prefent your bodies a 
*' living facrifice, acceptable to God,'' &c, 
and then goes on to enforce on them, as 
a confequence of what he had been preach- 

u 3 ing, 
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ing, the pradtice of every Chriftian virtue. 
This combined view of the fubje^ feems, 
on the one band, to be the only means of 
preventing the fubftitutiop of Pagan 
mondity for Chriftian holinefs ; and on 
the other> of fecuring the leading dodrine 
of juftification by faith, from the. dreadful 
dangers of Antinomian licentioufnefs; every 
human obligation being thus grafted on 
ih? living Aock of a divine principle, 
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CHAt». XX. 

On the duty and efficacy of prayer. 

It is hot propofed to enter largely on 
^ topic which has been exhaufted by 
the ableft pens. But as ' a work of this 
nature feems to require that fo important 
a fubjeft ihould not be overlooked, it 
is intended to notice in a flight manner of 
a few of thofe many difficulties and popular 
objeflions which are brought forward 
againft the ufe and efficacy of prayer, 
ieven by thofe who would be unwilling 
to be fufpeded of impiety and unbelief. 

Ther6 is a clafs of objeftors who 
ftrangely profefs to withhold homage from 
the Moft High, not out of contempt, 
but reverence. They affed to cdnfider 
the ufe of prayer as derogatory to the 
pmniTcience of God, becauie it looks as 

u 4 if 
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if we thought he flood in need of being 
informed of our wants ; and as derogatory 
to his goodnefs, as implying that he needs 
to be put in n4n4 of fhetfu , 

But is it hot enough for fuch poor 
frail beings as we are to koow, that God 
himfelf does not conifider prayer as de« 
rogatory i»ither |q bn wfdpm or good- 
jiofs ? And pi^l i^e ercd ourfplvqs into 
judges of wh^t is confiftunt with thq 
attributes of Hjm befote .whom angeU 
fall prpftr^te witl^ felfrabafem^t ? Will 
he thwK Aicb 4efeiwlers pf his attributes, 

4. • .J 

who, while they profefs to reverence, 
fcryple npt to ^ifQbey >imj Jt pugh^ 
rfither to .be yi^w^ as a gre?it gocourage- 
jPi^Ht tp pray^t that we ?^re addreiSng 
a B^ing^ whp Iwqws our wants better thaii 
yre cane^yrefe them, and whpfc prevent* 
ing goodneif h always ready tp r^ieve 

It is Qlije^cd by another dais, and 
en the fpecioaa. ground cxf humility too, 
Aoitgh Wei do not always^find the objeAor 

him- 
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hiiAfelf K}iiit€ as humble as his plea, iHat 
h i^^.drrogwt in fuch mfignificant beings 
|i9 w^;are .to prefame to lay cmr petty 
neg^ties before the Great and Gkmoul 
Oodi }>¥hD caniiot be expected to con*, 
lififeeod .to the multitude: of trifling and 
even intei&ring requefb'wiiich are brought 
before him by^his creature. Thefe and 
iticfeHke objections ariiefrom mean and 
uawordiy tfadughts of the Great Creator; 
It feems as if thofe who make them con- 
fidered the Moft High as " fuch an one as 
** themfelves ;*^ a Being, who can perform 
a certain quantity of bufinefs, but who 
would be overpowered with ah additional 
quantity. Or atbeft, is it not confidering 
the Almighty in the light, not of an infinite 
God, but of a great man, of a king, or ^ 
minifter, who, while he fuperin tends great 
and national concerns, is obliged to 
negle€b fmall and individual petitions, be- 
cau& he cannot fpare that leifure and 
5i.tte|ition which fufBce for every thing? 
The^ do no$ confider him as that infinitely 

t glorious 
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glorious Bein^ who, ivhile be b^olds at 
once all that is doing in heaven and in 
earthy is at the &me time as attentive 
to the prayer of the poor deftitute, as 
prefi^t to the Ibrrowful fighing of the 
priibner, as if thele forlorn creatures v^ere 
the objects of bk mkdmded attention. 

Thefe critics, who are for fparing the 
Supreme Being the trouble of our prayers, 
^d would reCeve Omnipotehce of part 
pf his burden, by affigning to his care 
only fuch a portion as may be more eafily 
nianaged, if I may fo fpeak without pro- 
fanenefs, feem to have no conception of 
hi? attributes. 

They forget that infinite wifdom puts 
him as eafily within reach of all know- 
ledge, as infinite power does of all per- 
formance : that he is a Being in whofe 
plans complexity makes np difScnlty, and 
multiplicity no confiifion : that to ubi- 
quity diftance does not exift; that to 
infinity fpace is annihilated : that pafl, 
prefent, and future, are difcerped more 

accurately 
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accurately at one glance of his eye, to whom 
a thoufand years are as one day, than a 
fingle moment of time or a fmgle point of 
fpace can he by ours. 
. To the other part of the objeftion 
founded on the fuppofed interference 
(that is, hreconcileablenefs) of one man^s 
petitions with thofe of another, this anfwer 
feems to fuggeft itfelf : firft, that we miift 
take care that when we afk, we do not 
f^ afk amifs ;*' that, for inftance, we afk 
chiefly, and in an unqualified manner, 
only for fpiritual bleffings to ourfelves 
and others ; and in doing this the prayer 
of one man cannot interfere with that of 
anoth^f Next, in afking for temporal 
and inferior bleffings, we mufl qualify our 
petition even though it fhould extend to 
(Idiverance from the fevereft pains, or to 
pur very life itfelf, according to that ex- 
ample of our Saviour : ** Father, if it be 
" pojfible^ let this cup pafs from me* Never^ 
** thelefs^ not my willy but thine, be done.** 
By thus qualifying our prayer, we exer- 

dfe 



^ ouifelves m an aSt of rcfigtatkm to 
God; we profefs not to wifli what trill 
iaterfere wHh hk benerobml: pbn, and 
yet we may hope by. prayer to fecure the 
hk&ng fo fiu- as k is confifteni: with it. 
Perhaps the reafoa i^y this ohjeflion to 
prayer is fo ftroogly felt^ ib the too great 
difpctfition to pray for raeudy temporal 
^d worldly bldfings, and to defire them 
in the moft unqualified maoDier, not labf 
mating to be without them, even though 
the granting them ihould be tnconHftent 
with the general plan of Proyidencc. 

Another dafs continue to bring for* 
ward, as pertmatioufly as if it :had never 
Wen anfvvered, the exba\ifted argument, 
that feeing God is immutable, no pedtions 
of ours can ever change Him : that evtatt 
tfaemfelves being fettled in a fixed »d 
unalterable courfe, and bound in* a' fatal 
neccffity, it n folly to think that we can 
diftnrb the eftaWifbed laws of the univerfe, 
or interrupt the coiirfe of Providence by 
our prayers : and that it is abfurd to fup- 

pofe 
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pofe thefe firm decrees can be reverfed 
by aay requefts of ourt. 

Withput afitering into the wide and 
tracklefs iield of fate ^nd free will, from 
which purfuit I am kept back equally by, 
the moft]^ profound ignorance and the. 
mofli invincible diflike> I would o&ly ob>« 
ferve, that th^ objedion^ ^^^Y equsdiy 
to all hum^n adion^^ as. well as to prayer*: 
It may therefore with the fiune propriety^ 
be ur^^ that feeii^ God is inin»tabl^ 
and his decrees unalterable^ therefore tftur 
anions can produce no change in Hiafc 
or in our own ilate. W^ak as well as; ini'- 
pious reafonmg! It may be; cjueftioaed 
whether the modem French and Gernum. 
philpfophers might not be prevailed upoiL 
to acknowledge the exiftence of God, if 
tfeey. might make fuch a ufe of his attri<* 
butes. The truth is, and it is a truth dif*- 
coverable without any depth of learning, 
all thele obje£tions are the oSspr'^ig o|^ 
pride. Poor, fhort-fighted men caxmot 
reconcile the* omnifcience and decrees of 

God 
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God with the efficacy of prayer; and, 
becaufe he cannot reconcile them, he 

modeftly concludes thdyare irreconcileable. 
How much more wifdom as well as hap- 
pinefs refults from an humble chriftian 
fpirit! Such a plain praftical text as, 
** Draw near unto God, and he vAW draw 
•* near unto you," carries more confo- 
ktion, more true knowledge of his wants 

and their remedy to the heart of a peni- 
tent finner, than all the tomes of cafuiftry 
which have puzzled the world ever fince 
the queftion was firft fet afloat by its ort* 
ginal propomulersi 

And as xht plain man only got up 
and walked,* tb prove there was fuch a 
thing as motion, in anfwer to the phi- 
lofopher who denied it ; fo the plain 
Chriftian, when he is borne down with 
die aflurance that there is no efficacy in 
prayer, requires no better argument to 
repel the aflertion than the good he findsP 
m prayer itfelf. 

AH 
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AH the doubts prdpofed to him refpeQj* 
ing God dp not fo much. afF^d him! as 
this one doufei. refpefting himfelf : "If I 
** regard iniquity in my .heart, die Lord 
'' will hot hear me." For the chief doubt 
and difficulty ofaChriftian confifts, not fo 
much ia a diftruft of Gdd*s ability and 
willingnefs to anfwer the prayer of the 
upright, as in a diftruft of his own upright^ 
nefs, and in the quality of' the prayer, 
which he offers up. / -^ > 

Let the fubjefts of a dark fate maintain 
a. fullen, or the Haves of a blind chance a 
hopelefs lilence, but let the child of a 
cottpaffionate Almighty Father fupplicate 
his. mercies with an humble confidence, 
infpired by the affurance, that " the very 
" hairs of bis head are numbered.** Let 
him take comfort in that individual and 
minute attention, without which not a 
fparrow falls to the ground, as well as in 
that cheering promife, that, as *' His eyes 
** are over the righteous," fo are " his 
*• cars opea to their prayers." And as^ 

I a pious 
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apkitis Bi(hop has obferved, " Our Saviour 
•* has as it were hedged ik and' indofed 
•' die Lord'fif Ptayer with thefe two great 
^ fences of our Mth, Gdd's wiiUngnefs 
•^ and his/we;firto help mf' the pre- 
£ice to k aifures us of the c^e, whichy by 
caiting God' by the tender name of 
f* Our Father/' intimates his r^aSMfi \,o 
belp his children: and the animating 
conclufion^ '^ Thine is the Fower^' refcues 
US from every unbelieving .dduht" of his 
Mktj to help lis. 

A Chriftian ikiiows, becaufe hfifeels, 
&at prayer i$^ tibough in a way to him 
k)icrutab)e, t3ic medium of ooiine^bioQ 
oetween God and his . rational oreatares ; 
thj^ means jfi|^x»sited l^ him ^tb draw 
df^n his bkfBngs crpon ^i. The ChvliUai! 
kjftows^ that pxayof is the appointed means 
of ))mtiilg jtwotjddis^.one of the bi^^icft 
mpi^ficeace, the other, of the moft: pro* 
ficnmd lowiinef^y within the compafs of 
miaginatton \ na^neiy^ that it is th&h'nk dl 
c(uaimtmic^tiaa betiween >Athe ifigh ^md 

"Lofty 
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•' Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,'* and 
that heart of the " contrite in which he de- 
" lights to dwell/' He knows that this inex- 
plicablje union between Beings fo unfpeak- 
a^ly, To effentially dififerent, can only be 
maintained by prayer. 

The plain Chriftian, as was before ob- 
ferv^d, cannot explain why it is fo; but 
while YiQ feels the efficacy, he is contented 
to- let the learned dejine it ; and he will 
no more poftpone prayer till he can 
produce a chain of reafoning on the man- 
ner in which he derives benefit from it, 
than he will poftpone eating till he can 
give a fcientific lecture on the nature of 
digeftion : he is contented with knowing 
that his meat has nourifhed him ; and he 
leaves to tjie philofopher, who may choofe 
to defer his meal till he has elaborated 
his treatife, to ftarve in the interim. The 
Chriftian feels better than he is able to 
explain, that the funftions of his fpiritual 
life can no more be carried on without 
habitual prayer, than thofe of his natural 

VOL. II. X - life 



life without frequent bodily nourifliment. 
He feels feiiovation and ftrength grow 
out of the ufe of the appointed means, as 
neceffarily lii the ohe cafe as in the other. 
He feels that the heahh of his foiil can no 
more be fuftained, and its polvers kept in 
continued vigour by the prtyets of a dif^ 
tant day, than his body by the atiment of 
a diftant day. 

But there is one motive to the duty itt 
queftion, far more conftraining to the 
true believer than all others that can be 

named ; more imperious than ally strgu^ 
ments on its utility, than any conviftions 
of its efEcacy, even than any experience 
of its confolations. Pfayer is the com- 
mand of God ; the plain, pofitlve, repeated 
injunAion of the Moft High, who dedares, 
*' He will be inquired of.*' This i^ 
enough to fecure the obediciice of the 
Chriftian, even though a pfdmlfe t^rert 
not, ^as it always is, attached to the com- 
mand. But in this cafe the promife i^ as 
ckar as the precept : " J/k^ and ye (hall 

^^ receive;" 
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<• r^mW ;'' — •* S^^)&, and ye (hall ^nd ;'^ 
this is enough for the plain Chriftian* 
As to the manner in which prayer is 
made to coincide with the general fcheme 
of God's plan in the govemiJient of 
human affairs ; how God has left hhnfelf 
at liberty to reconcUe our prayet* with 
his own predetermined will, the ChrifUan 
does not very critically examine, his pre* 
cife and immediate duty being to pray 
and not to examine; and probably this 
being among the " fecret things which 
** belong to God," and not to us, it will 
lie hidden among thofe numberlefs myf- 
teries which we fhall not fully underftand 
till faith is loft in fight. 

In the' meaii time it is enough for the 
humWe believer to be affured that the 
Judge of all the earth is doing right : it 
is enough for him to be affured in that 
word of God " which cannot lie,*' of 
tiumberlefe aftual inftances of the efficacy 
of prayer in obtaining Weffings and avert- 
ing calamities, both national and indi- 

X 2 vidual : 
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vidual : it is enough for him to be con- 
vinced experimentally, by that internal 
evidence which is perhaps paramount to 
all other evidence, the comfort he has 
received from prayer when all other 
comforts have failed : — and above all, to 

end with the fame motive with which we 
began, the only motive indeed which ^^ 
requires for the performance of any duty, 
—it is motive enough for him, — that thus 
faith the Lord. For when a ferious 
Chriftian has once got a plain unequivocal 
command from his Maker on any point, 
he never fufpends his obedience while 
he is amufing himfelf with looking about 
for fubordinate motives of aflion. Inftead 
of curioufly analyiing the nature of the 
duty, he confiders how he (hall beft fulfil 
it: for on thefe points at leaft it may be 
faid without controverfy, that ** the igno^ 
*^ rant (and here who is not ignorant ?) 
" have nothing to do with the law but to 
'' obeyUr 

Others 
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Others there are who perhaps not con- 
troverting any of thefe premifes, yet 
neglect to build praftical confequences on 
the admiffidn of them ; who neither deny- 
ing the duty nor the efficacy of prayer, 
yet go on to live either in the irregular ob- 
fervance, or the total negleft of it, as 
appetite, or pleafure, or bufinefs, or hu- 
mour may happen to predominate j and 
who, by living almoft without prayer, may 
be faid " to live almoft without God in 
" the world." To fuch we can only fay, 
that they little know what they. lofe. 
The time is haftfining on when they will 
look upon thefe bleflings as invaluable 
which now they think not worth alking 
for. " O that they were wife ! that they 
** underftood this ! that they would con- 
*' fider their latter end !" 

There are again others, who it is to be 
feared, having once lived in the habit 
of prayer, yet not having been well- 
grounded in thofe principles of faith and 
repentance on which genuine prayer is 

X 3 built, 
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But may we not fay that there is a con- 
fiderable clafs who not only bring none of 
the objeftions which we have ftated againft 
the ufe of prayer ; who are fo far from re- 
jefting, that they are exa£t and regular 
in the performance of it ; who yet take it 
Mp on as low ground as is confiftent with 
their ideas of their own fafety; who, 
^hile they confider prayer as an indifpen- 
fabie form, believe nothing of that change 
of heart which it is intended to produce ? 
Many who yet adhere fcrupuloufly to the 
latter, are fo far from entering into the 
fpirit of this duty, that they are ftrongly 
inclined to fufpeft thofe of hypocrify who 
adopt the true fcriptural views of prayer. 
Nay, as even the Bible may be fo wrefted 
as to be made to fpeak almoft any language 
in fupport of almoft any opinion, thefe 
perfons lay hold on Scripture itfdf to 
bear them out in their own flight views of 
this duty; and they profefs to borrow 
from it the ground of that cenfure which 

they 
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they caft on the more ferious ChrifUans. 
Among the many paffages which have 
been made to convey a meaning foreign to 
its original defign, none has been feized 
upon with more avidity by fuch perfons 
than the pointed cenfures of our Saviour 
on thofe " who for a pretence make long 
*' prayers ;" as well as on thofe " who 
** ufe vain repetitions and think th^y 
*' fhall be heard for much fpeaking.'* Now 
the things here intended to be reproved 
were the hypocrify of the Pharifees and 
the ignorance of the heathen, together 
with thofe who depended on the fuccefs of 
their prayers, while they imitated the 
deceit of the one or the folly of the other. 
But our Saviour never meant thofe fevere 
Teprehenfions fhould cool or abridge the 
devotion of pious Chriftians, to which they 
do not apply. 

More or fewer words, however, fo little 
conftitute the value of prayer, that there is 
no doubt but one of the moft affedting 
fpecimens is the fhort petitioa of the 

Publican ; 
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I^lbIican ; full franght as it is with that 
fpirit of contrition and felf-aba(einent which 
is the very principle and foul of prayer. 
And this perhaps is the beft model for that 
fudden lifting up of the heart which we 
call ejaculation. But I doubt in general, 
whether the few hafl:y words to which 
thefe frugal petitioning woiild (lint the 
fcanty devotions of others, will be always 
feund ample enough to fadsfy the humble 
penitent, who, being a finncr, has much to 
confefs; who, hoping he is a pardoned 
linner, has much to acknowledge. Such 
an one perhaps cannot always pour out the 
jfilllnefs of his foul in the prefcribed abridg* 
ments. Even the fmcereft Chriftian, whea 
be wiihes to find his heart warm, has often 
to lament its coldnefs. Though he feel 
that he has received much, and has there- 
fore much to be thankful for, yet he is not 
able at once to bring his wayward fpirit 
into fuch a pofture as (hall fit it for the 
folenm bufinefs ; for fuch an one has not 
inerely his form to repeat, but he has his 

peace 
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peace to make. A devout fupplicant to9 
will labour to affed and warm his mind 
with a f(Mife of the attributes of God, in 
imitation of the holy men of old. Life? 
Jehofopbat, he will fometimes enumerate 
the power, and the might, and the 
mercies of the Moft High,'', in order to 
(tir up the affedions of awe, and gratitude, 
and humility in his own foul*. He has 
the example of his Saviour, whofe heart 
dilated with the expreffion of the fame hoi j 
affeftions : " I thank thee, O Father, 
** Lord of heaven and earth.'* A heart 
thus warmed with divine love cannot 
always fcrupuloully limit itielf to the mere 
buftnefs of prayer, if I may fo fpeak. The 
humble fupplicant though he be no longer 
governed by a love of the world, yet grieves 
to find that he cannot totally exclude 
it from his thoughts. Though he has on 
the whole, a deep fenfe of his own wants 

and of God's abundant fullnefs to fupply 

^ 2 ChroDf XX, 5, 6. 

them. 
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ib^ra, yet when he moft wifhes to be 
rejoicing in thefe ftrong motives for love 
and gratitude, alas ! even then> he has to 
mourn that his thoughts are goilc aftray 
after feme " trifle, lighter than vanity it- 
^ felf.** The beft Chriftian is but top Uable, 
during the temptations of the day, to be 
cnfnared by ^* the luft of the eye^ and the 
^ pride of life," and is not always brought 
without effort to refleft, that he is but duft 
and afhes. How can even good perfons, 
who are juft come perhaps from liftening 
to the flattery of their fellow-worms, ac- 
knowledge before God, without any pre- 
paration of the heart, that they are mife- 
rable (inners ? They require a little time, to 
imprefs on their own fouls the folemn 
confeflions of fin they are making to Him, 
without which, brevity and not length 
might conftitute hypocrify. Even the 
fmcerely pious have in prayer grievous 
wattdering3 to lament, from which others 
miftakingly fuppofe the advanced Chriftian 
to be exempt 5uch wanderings that, as 

an 
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am old tfi\ me has obfervecl, it would ex- 
ceedingly humble a good man, could he, 
after he had prayed, be made to fee his 
prayers written down, with interKneations 
of all ^e vain and impertinent thoughts 
which had thruft themfelves in amongft 
them. So that fuqh an one will . indeed, 
from a fenfe 6f thefe diftraQions, feel deep 
occafion with the Prophet to alk forgive- 
nefs for " the iniquity of his holy things :'• 
and would find caufe enough for humi- 
liation every night, had he to lament the 
fins of his prayers only. 

We know that fuch a brief petition as, 
** Lwd hdp my unbelief/' if the fuppli- 
cant be info happy a frame, and the prayer 
be darted with fuch ftrong faith that hU 
very dbul mounts with the petition, may 
fufEce -to draw down a bleffing which may 
be withheld from the more prolix peti- 
tioner: yet, if by prayer we do not 
mean a mere form of words, whether they 
t>e long or ihort } if the true definition of 

prayer 
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prayef be, that it is thi defireofthe biarf ; 
if it be that fectet communion between 
God and the foul which is the very breath 
and bdng of religion ; then is the Scrip* 
tute fo far from fuggefling that fiiort 
ineafure of which it is accufed, that it 
exprefsly fays^ " Pray withdut ceafing :'* 
— •** Pray evermore :*' — "I will that 
*• men pray every where :'*— *^ Continue 
^ inftant in prayer/* 

If fuch ** repetitions" as thefe objeftors 
reprobate, ftir up . defires as yet ui^ 
awakened, for *^ vain repctitioiis" ate 
foch as awaken, or exprefs no new defire, 
and ferve no religious purpofe, then are 
*^ repetitions'* not to be condemned. And 
|f it be true that our Saviour gave the 
warning againft ** long prayers'* in the 
ienfe thefe allege ; if he gave the cautioli 
againft vain repetitions in the fenfe thefb 
believe; then he broke his own rule in 
both inftanccs : for once we are toW ^ he 
^ cohtinued aU night in prayer to God.** 

And 



And agwn, in a moft awful crifk of his 
life, it is exprefsly faid, " He prayed the 
third fkncj tafing the/ame words */' 

Bnt as it is the tfFeft of prayer to expand 
the affeftions as well as to fanElifj then^ 
the benevolent Chriftian is not &tisfied to 
commend himfelf alone to the IMvine 
flavour. The heart which is full of the 
love of God, wiU overflow with love to it$ 
neighbour. All that are near to himfdf 
he wilhes to bring near to God. Religiom 
makes a man fo liberal of foul, that he 
caniiot endui*e to reftrid any thing, ttradt 

* 

lefs divine ftierdes, to himfelf: he 1|*- 
ritualizes the loeial afFediolis, by addhig 
kiterceflbry to perfonal prayer : for he 
knows, that petitioning for others is <^ 
of the beft methods of exerdfing and en- 
larging out love and charity towardbi 
ihem* It is unneceflary to produce aiij 
of the numberlefs inftances with whidk 
Scripture abounds, on the efficacy of in^ 

« 

* Matt. XXVI. 44. 

terceffion : 
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terceffion : I fliall confine myfeif to a 
few obfervations on the benefits it brings 
to him who offers it, — When we pray 
for the objeds of our deareft regard, it 
purifies love : when we pray for thofe with 
whom we have worldly intercourfe, it 
fmoothes down the fwellings of envy, and 
bids the tumults of ambition fubfide : 
when we pray for our country, it fanc- 
tifies patriotifm : when we pray for thofe 
in authority, it . adds a divine motive to 
human obedience : when we pray for 
our enemies, it foftens the favagenefs of 
war, and mollifies hatred into forrow. 
And we can bdl learn, nay, we can only 
learn, the diflScult duty of forgiving thofe 
who have offended us, when we bring 
ouffelves to pray for them tq Him whom 
we ourfelves daily offend. When thofe 
who are the faithful followers of the fana^ 
Pivine Mafter pray for each orfier, the 
reciprocal interceflion bed realizes that 
beautiful idea of "the Communion of 
" Saints.'* . 

Some 



/ 
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:aoiiieaiei3r confinihg cb^ir interc^fficm^ 
only ft) t^ good^ as if none but perfana 
of merk were wtkled to our prayersi 
Merit! ivho iias itf Ik&rtI ^nrbo caff 
plead it? Sn tii<3 fight of God» I mean; 
)¥)ia ihall /faring his. otim pety or die 
pnety of odicrs in the way oidaim^ before 
^ Being of fuok tranfcendent holin^^^ 
that ^ dse heaYens are hoc dear in hie 
^ ^gibt J'^ And if we wait for perfeft 
bo^eft as a pi^tiimaafy to prayer^ wheft 
fliall &di erring ct^tutes pray at aU to 
/Him *' who chargeth the' Angets with 
" folly ?'' 

In clofing this little work with the fub- 
ject of interceffory prayer, may the Author 
be allowed to avail herfqlf of the feeling 
it fuggefts to her own heart ? And while 
fhe implores that Being, who can make 
the meaneftof his creatures inftrumental to 
his glory, to blefs this humble attempt to 
thofe for whom it was written, may flie, 
without prefumption, entreat that this 
work of Chriftian Charity may be re- 
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ciprocaly arid that thofe who honour thefe 
pages with a peni&I mgy put up a ped« 
tion for her, that in the great day to which 
W^ are all haftening, flie may not be found 
to have hypocritically fuggefted to others 
what flie herfelf did not believe, or to have 
recommended what flie did not deiireto 
^ practice? In that awful day of everlafting 
decifion, may both the reader and the writer 
be pardoned axid accepted, ^^ not for any 
^^ works of righteou&efs which they have 
*^ done/* but through the merits of the 
'Or]eat Intercessoi?.. 
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